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Attorneys in Florida who practice criminal law know that our state
court judges are required to construe Florida’s state constitutional
protection against “unreasonable searches and seizures” in
conformity with the United States Supreme Court’s interpretation
of the Fourth Amendment of the Federal Constitution. Commonly
referred to as either the “conformity clause” or the “lockstep
provision” of Article I, Section 12, this 1982 amendment to the
Florida Constitution undoubtedly expanded law enforcement
power in the Sunshine State. Many of us, however, either do not
know — or do not remember — how this came to pass.

Interestingly, the amendment was the result of a carefully
coordinated response to the Florida Supreme Court’s 1981 decision
in State v. Sarmiento' by Governor Bob Graham, Florida Attorney
General Jim Smith, numerous state legislators, and Florida
law enforcement officials. In Sarmiento, agents of the Monroe
County Sheriff’s Office had engaged in a warrantless electronic
interception of a conversation between the target of a criminal
investigation and an undercover law enforcement officer inside
the suspect’s home, relying upon a statute that authorized such
an interception, namely section 934.03 of the Florida Statutes.
Invoking Article I, Section 12, the defendant moved for the trial
court to suppress the intercepted communication before trial. The
motion was denied. Subsequent to the defendant’s conviction, that
denial was appealed to the Third District Court of Appeal, which
reversed. When the State sought review by the Florida Supreme
Court, the state’s highest court affirmed the Third District, in a 5
to 2 decision, finding the authorizing statute violated the Florida
constitutional provision in question. Addressing the dissent
authored by Justice Alderman, the majority wrote:

Our colleague continues that the United States Supreme
Court has held that the Federal Constitution permits the
type of electronic interception found here. But surely he
would concede that the citizens of Florida, through their
state constitution, may provide themselves with more
protection from governmental intrusion than that afforded
by the United States Constitution.

On at least two other occasions in 1981, the Florida Supreme Court
followed Sarmiento®. As stated by Florida Attorney General Jim
Smith two years later, when recounting the history of Florida’s
adoption of the conformity clause, “[a]s a result of these rulings
and their impact upon the ability of law enforcement to detect,
apprehend and successfully prosecute..., the Governor, many
members of the Florida Legislature, law enforcement officials and

THE CONFORMITY CLAUSE
OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION

By Brian Iten, Esq., MCBA Secretary

I proposed that Art. I, s. 12 be amended so as to permit warrantless
electronic interceptions that conformed with the requirements of
the United States Constitution.”

Placed on the ballot on November 2, 1982, as Amendment 2,
the proposed modification of Section 12, Article I, passed with
63 percent of voters in favor and 37 percent opposed®. This tells
us that forty-four years ago the majority of our voters sided
with those who believed Florida should afford its citizens no
more protection against law enforcement searches and seizures
beyond that which was provided by the highest court in the land.
Before the passage of Amendment 2, the U.S. Supreme Court’s
interpretation of the Fourth Amendment merely provided a floor
as to those rights. After its adoption, the high court’s Fourth
Amendment jurisprudence became both the floor and the ceiling
as to Florida’s protection in this realm.

How does this constitutional provision distinguish Florida from
other states? One example can be found in traffic stops. After
the U.S. Supreme Court handed down Whren v. United States®,
Florida courts have been required to focus solely on whether or
not there is an objective basis for the stop, even when the stop
is a pretext for investigating another unrelated crime for which
there is no reasonable suspicion.® By comparison, the courts of
New Mexico have found that if a defendant shows sufficient facts
that a police officer had an unrelated motive for the stop that was
supported by neither reasonable suspicion or probable cause,
there is a rebuttable presumption that the stop was a pretextual
stop that the constitution of New Mexico deems unconstitutional.”

The “open fields” doctrine provides another area meriting
comparison. Florida courts, adhering to U.S. Supreme Court
precedent, maintain that “open fields” are protected by neither
the Fourth Amendment nor Article I, Section 12, by extension.?
However, in Oregon, there is no “open fields” exception to the
state’s constitutional limitation on searches and seizures.’

Law enforcement’s warrantless acquisition of bank records from
financial institutions reveals another scenario where Florida
constitutional law mirrors Fourth Amendment jurisprudence,
both finding no legitimate expectation of privacy in bank account
records.'” Such sharply contrasts with the state of Colorado, where
its courts have held that the Colorado constitution grants a bank
account holder an expectation of privacy in his or her account
records."

Continued on Page 5

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views

or opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.
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Your client deserves more than a case number. They get a real team that
answers the phone, right here in Manatee County.

Responsive communication, thorough case handling, and strategic
advocacy, from the first call to the final settlement.
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A dedicated referral coordinator handles every update.

Full Visibility.

Real-time case tracking, so you always know where things stand.
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And while Florida law enforcement officers continue to rely upon
the “good faith” exception to the Fourth Amendment that was
articulated by the nation’s highest court in United States v. Leon'?,
the same is not true for police officials in New Mexico, where the
state supreme court has found that “the good faith exception is
incompatible with the guarantees of the New Mexico Constitution
that prohibit unreasonable search and seizures...”"?

Against this backdrop, ask yourself if you think the majority of
Florida voters in 2026 would agree to cede to the U.S. Supreme
Court the ability of the Florida judiciary to identify which forms
of governmental intrusion constitute “unreasonable” searches and
seizures, as they did in 1982. If no, why not?

! 397 So. 3d 643 (Fla. 1981)

2 Op. Att’y Gen. Fla. 83-29 (1983)

3 Id

4 https://ballotpedia.org/Florida Amendment 2, Protection Against Unlawful Searches and
Seizures Amendment (1982)

> Whren v. United States, 517 U.S. 806 (1996)

¢ State v. Powell, 419 So. 3d 155 (Fla. 1st DCA 2025)

7 State v. Ochoa, 206 P.3d 143 (N.M. Ct. App. 2008)

8 Hester v. United States, 265 U.S. 57 (1924), Oliver v. United States, 466 U.S. 170
(1984), and O’Neal v. State, 689 So. 2d 1135 (Fla. 4th DCA 1997)

9 State v. Dixson, 766 P.2d 1015 (Or. 1988)

1% Reno v. Pelullo, 469 So. 2d 906 (Fla. 3d DCA 1985) and United States v. Miller, 425
U.S. 435 (1976)

' Charnes v. DiGiacomo, 612 P.2d 1117 (Colo. 1980)

12 United States v. Leon, 468 U.S. 897 (1984) and State v. Watt, 946 So. 2d 108 (Fla. 5th
DCA 2007)

13 State v. Gutierrez, 863 P.2d 1052, 1053 (N.M. 1993)

Welesme Uew Members

Lindsey V. Brown, Esq.
NOVA Law School
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 1991
Firm/Office: Law Office of Lindsey V. Brown
Area(s) of Practice: Juvenile, Family

Breelyn Clement, Esq.
St. Louis University School of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2026
Firm/Office: Blalock Walters, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice: Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts & Estates

Adam B. Portnow, Esq.

St. Thomas University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2008
Firm/Office: Legal Aid of Manasota
Area(s) of Practice:Probate & Trust Litigation,
Estate Planning, Intellectual Property

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page

on our website at www.manateebar.com

Upcoming Dates of Interest

Thursday, November 12, 2026................. CLE: Domestic Violence ZOOM
Thursday, November 19, 2026.............. CLE: Technology with Pat I ZOOM
Wednesday, December 2, 2026 ......... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, December 4,2026...................cccouuevveurennn. Annual Holiday Party
Wednesday, December 9, 2026......M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, December 10, 2026 ................................ CLE: Evidence ZOOM
Wednesday, January 6, 2027 ............. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, January 13, 2027 .....M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, January 27, 2027 .............. January Membership Luncheon

Wednesday, February 3, 2027 ........... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, February 10, 2027 ...M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, February 18,2027 ......................... CLE: Avoiding Malpractice
w/Retirement Accounts ZOOM

Wednesday, February 24,2027 ............................ Java with the Judges
February Membership Luncheon

Friday, February 26, 2027...... (LE: Technology Mini Conference

Wednesday, March 3, 2027 MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, March 10, 2027 ........MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, March 31,2027 .................... March Membership Luncheon
Thursday, April 1,2027 ........................... YLD Spheres of Influence Event
Wednesday, April 7,2027.................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, April 14,2027........... MCBAYLD Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, April 30,2027 ........................... MCBA Spring Soiree at The Beach
Wednesday, May 5, 2027 ................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, May 12, 2027............. MCBAYLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2027 ..............cccccconevrrnerrrnenens LAW DAY LUNCHEON
Wednesday, June 2,2027 ................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, June 9,2027 ............. MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, June 30, 2027..................... Annual Membership Luncheon
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Beyond the Billable Hour:
A Bradenton Holiday Docket

By Caroline Tschida, Esq.; YLD Director

For those of us who spend most of the week in courtrooms,
conference rooms, offices, or behind a computer, it is easy to let
the calendar fill up before we realize another season has passed.
Fortunately, Bradenton offers plenty of ways to make the most of
November and December without traveling far from the office—
or home.

Although “fall” in Florida may not bring changing leaves or
chilly temperatures, Bradenton has its own version of the
season: outdoor markets, waterfront events, holiday lights, local
shopping, and plenty of opportunities to get outside. Here are
a few local favorites to add to your calendar this November and
December.

November: Enjoy the Outdoors and Shop Local

Start your Saturday at the Bradenton Public Market, which is now
back in full force! This market is held on Old Main Street from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. during its October through May season. Since
1979, the market has brought together local growers, makers,
artists, food producers, and musicians. It is an easy place to build
a Saturday morning around: pick up something for Thanksgiving,
find an early holiday gift, and enjoy the rare pleasure of browsing
without a deadline.

’

For those on the east side of town, the Lakewood Ranch Farmers
Market is held year-round every Sunday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at Waterside Place with over 100 vendors that offer seasonal
goodies and handcrafted gifts. This market’s live music and family
activities make it more than simply a place to pick up groceries—
it is a destination for a leisurely Sunday morning.

Specifically local to Bradenton just south of downtown, the
Village of the Arts hosts a monthly ArtWalk that takes place on
the first Friday and Saturday every month from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Firkins

CHRYSLER DODGE Jeep v IRAM
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YOUR LOCAL, FAMILY-OWNED
DEALERSHIP SINCE 1953

AMERICAS ST,
10°/100.000"

FIRKINS.COM  @21-800-FIRKINS

Visitors are encouraged to wander among colorful cottages
filled with galleries, studios, restaurants, and small businesses.
The neighborhood encourages an slowed-down pace whether
you are searching for a one-of-a-kind Christmas present, or you
simply want to enjoy what the Village has to offer.

If your ideal reset is quieter, November is also an ideal month to
take advantage of Bradenton’s outdoor spaces before the busier
holiday season arrives. A walk along the Bradenton Riverwalk,
an afternoon at one of our local parks, or an early-evening
stroll downtown can be a sinmple change of pace after a busy
workweek.

December: The Friendly City Gets Festive

December brings no shortage of holiday traditions to Bradenton,
beginning with Winter Wonderland in Downtown Bradenton on
December 5th. Old Main Street transforms into a festive holiday
destination with live entertainment, local vendors, seasonal
treats, and family-friendly activities. And because this is Florida,
children can even experience snow—complete with a snow
slide and a winter-inspired play area. If you enjoy looking at
Christmas lights, the Winter Night Under the Lights at Palma
Sola Botanical Park is a must-see. From December 17th through
December 20th, the gardens will be illuminated with acres of
holiday lights and decorated trees. Visitors can enjoy Santa
and Mrs. Claus, live holiday music, food trucks, a gift market,
hot cider, crafts, and Toys for Tots. Finally, no Bradenton holiday
season would be complete without the Manatee River Holiday
Boat Parade, scheduled for December 12th. Decorated boats will
make their way along the Manatee River as spectators gather
at viewing locations throughout the waterfront. Public viewing
areas include the Green Bridge and Palmetto Pier, with additional
viewing opportunities near Riverhouse and Pier 22. The parade
kicks off around sunset. For attorneys, the holiday season can
be especially busy. Between year-end deadlines, holiday parties,
family obligations, and trying to Kinish one last email before
vacation, it can be tempting to spend December rushing from
one obligation to the next. This year, consider making time for
something that is not on your billable-hours sheet. Whether it is
browsing the Bradenton Public Market on a Saturday morning,
strolling through acres of Christmas lights, or watching decorated
boats cruise down the Manatee River, Bradenton offers plenty of
ways to enjoy the season close to home. After all, one of the best
parts of living and practicing law in our community is having the
opportunity to step outside the office and enjoy the community
itself. So, before the calendar fills up, pick an event—or two—and
make a little time to enjoy the holiday season in Bradenton.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely
those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of
the MCBA or its Board of Directors.
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MCBA
ONLINE CLE EVENT

2026

ONLINE CLE:
Cut the Noise: Building a Smarter
Legal Tech Stack

« Navigate today’s crowded legal
technology landscape with a practical
framework for choosing tools that
improve efficiency and support your
firm. Explore practice management, Al,
document automation, billing, client
communication, and more. Q&A as
time allows.

Patrick lyampillai, Esq.
Hale Law

Patrick lyampillai is a Co-Managing Partner of Hale Law who has devoted his entire legal career
to representing injury victims—and only injury victims. With extensive experience across
negotiation, litigation, mediation, and trial, Patrick has successfully handled hundreds of
personal injury cases and recovered millions of dollars for individuals and families harmed by
negligence, including cases involving wrongful death. He is committed to delivering exceptional
results while ensuring every client receives personal attention, respect, and advocacy at the
highest level.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH, 2026
NOON - 1:00 PM ON ZOOM

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

FREE for MCBA Members

Approved By The Florida Bar
for CLE CREDIT: 1 General,
1 Technology
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BARNES WALKER

BARMES WALKER, GOETHE. SHEA & ROBINSON, PLLA

Caroline M. Tachids, Esy

The Firm's Wills, Trusts and Estates atomeys handle matners relating e

*  Estate planning " TWlls & Trust

®  Probate and trust sdmindsmtion ®  Estase and gife rax planning
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The 12" Judicial Circuit
Welcomes
Judge Kaylin Humerickhouse

In October, the 12th Judicial Circuit held the Investiture of Judge
= aylln Humerickhouse at the Judge Lynn N.
Silvertooth Judicial Center in Sarasota,
Florida. Judge Humerickhouse was
officially appointed to the 12th Judicial
| Circuit bench by Governor Ron DeSantis
in September 2026 to fill the vacancy
created by the elevation of Judge
Legler. Prior to her appointment, she
served as an associate attorney at
Bentley, Goodrich, Kison, PA., and
previously worked as an Assistant
State Attorney for the Twelfth
Judicial Circuit.

Good Connections,
Great Conversations

& A Night Out!

Who says networking has to happen in a conference room?
Our Solo & Small Firm Happy Hour at Inner Compass Brewing
Company in Lakewood Ranch brought members together for
a fun evening of conversation, laughter, and connecting with
fellow attorneys!

It was a great opportunity to step away from the demands
of the office, catch up with familiar faces, and meet new
colleagues who understand the unique rewards and challenges
of practicing solo or running a small firm.

Good people, a relaxed atmosphere, and plenty of laughs made
for another great MCBA get-together!

Special thanks to Keith Merritt of Suncoast Debt Relief for
sponsoring the event! It went so well, we're planning another...
stay tuned!

New Years Day

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Thanksgiving Day .........ccceeueeeeee CLERK & COURTS CLOSED............. November 26............ Thursday
Friday after Thanksgiving........ CLERK & COURTS CLOSED.............. November 27................. Friday
Christmas Eve CLERK & COURTS CLOSED........c.... December 24 ............. Thursday
Christmas Day CLERK & COURTS CLOSED............. December 25 ................. Friday

CLERK & COURTS CLOSED........c... January 1, 2027 ........c... Friday
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. " " HOLIDAY
PARTY

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2026
5:30 - 8:30 PM
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KIWANIS HALL, MPAC, 502 3RD AVE W,
BRADENTON, FL 34205
FREE FOR MCBA MEMBERS,
$40 PER GUEST

RSVP HERE

Join your MCBA friends & colleagues for a festive

night of cheer!
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Cna-hour virfual consultations lor 3125
are offered in five proctice areas:

SPONSOGTE BY THE SARASOTA COUNTY LAW LIBRARY
SEND QUESTIONS B0 INFOBSTYLAWSRO.COM
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CAN YOU ASSIST
WITH FINDING
THE FOLLOWING WILL?

Jeffrey S. Hedlof
Last Known Street Address: 3314 Vivienda Blvd
City/Town: Bradenton, FL 34207
Date of Birth: 02/09/1962
Date of Death: 10/9/2026
Approximate Timeframe Will May Have Been
Created:
2018 to present
Please Contact with Any Information:
Brett Hedlof (son)
651-383-7016

bchedlof@gmail.com

Steele W illiams, Esquire
Legal Expertise You Can Rely On

Sarasota & Manatee County

My Florida law practice is focused on assisting
clients in the following areas of the law:

Civil Litigation ® Real Estate ® Business Litigation
Securities Litigation ® Estate & Trust Litigation

4 27 years of trial experience in court and arbitration.

4 Referrals welcome, co-counsel business, commercial and
estate litigation cases regularly.

4 Very experienced with Florida Bar business and
contract jury instructions.

4 Board certified in business litigation over 10 years.

Steele Williams, Esquire
1381 Mc Ansh Square, Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 378-1800
Email: SteeleTWilliams@comcast.net
Website: www.sarasotalitigation.com
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MCBA
ONLINE CLE EVENT

2026

Practical Evidence Skills for Family Law and
Injunction Proceedings

Identify and apply the foundational
requirements for admitting physical,
electronic, and business-record evidence in
Florida court proceedings.

Recognize and appropriately raise or
respond to common evidentiary objections ﬁ M A N AT E E

under the Florida Evidence Code. COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Apply practical techniques for

impeachment, child hearsay, minor-child

testimony, and refreshing recollection
Kimberly Mills Kuhn, Esq. during hearings and trials.

Kimberly Mills Kuhn is a Florida attorney and founder of Kimberly Kuhn Law in Palm LegGCy Plan ning | Fa ml'y Phila nthropy I
Harbor, where she has led her criminal defense practice since 2012. She represents - 4 i i
clients in felony and misdemeanor matters and has extensive experience in jury trials, Non CG Sh & Com pIeX Glfts | Exit PlG nni ng
motion practice, and complex criminal litigation. In addition to her private practice,
Kimberly is an instructor at the St. Petersburg College Law Enforcement Academy,
where she trains and mentors recruits in professional conduct, ethics, and decision-
making.

Thursday, December 10", 2026 We connect people and resources through

Noon - 1:00 pm strategic philanthropy, building a better
On ZOOM Manatee—now and forever.

2820 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205

FREE for MCBA Members & Staff ﬁ @ 0

Approved By The Florida Bar
for CLE CREDIT: 1General

Member FDIC

Bryan Boudreaux Edyta Votour
Senior Vice President Vice President
Manatee Market Director Private Relationship Manager

i

¢

Trusted by legal minds.

Since 1984, The Bank of Tampa has been a trusted financial
partner to the legal community, proudly supporting more than
500 law firms and attorneys in growing their practices and
planning for long-term financial success.

== 10650 BOARDWALK LOOP | LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202
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A LOoOK BACK AT 37 YEARS ON THE BENCH,
AND A CELEBRATION OF FLORIDA JUDICIAL HISTORY!

Our October Membership Luncheon was an afternoon filled
with history, laughs, and a few reminders of just how much the
practice of law has evolved!

We were delighted to welcome Judge Lee Haworth as our
guest speaker. Drawing on his 37 years of judging in the 12th
Judicial Circuit, Judge Haworth took us on a fascinating trip down
memory lane, sharing firsthand stories of the court system and
legal profession.

And it wasn't all about rules and procedures! Judge Haworth
offered some entertaining glimpses into the "good old days" of
practicing law, when attorneys could simply walk into a judge's
chambers for a visit, judges might be found smoking cigars right

in the courthouse, and courtroom customs were a little more
relaxed than they are today. His stories gave everyone a good
laugh and offered a unique perspective on life behind the Bench.

We also had the pleasure of celebrating a very special guest,
Judge John Blue, who was confirmed as the oldest living judge
in the State of Florida! That's quite a distinction and certainly a
milestone worth recognizing. We were honored to have Judge
Blue, and his daughter Diane, join us for this memorable occasion.

From courtroom cigars and drop-in visits to today's modern ju-
dicial system, our October luncheon was a wonderful reminder
that the stories, personalities, and traditions behind the law are
what make our legal community so special!

President Elect Joe Battaglia presenting Judge Blue with the
official MCBA “Jack Manson Mural Mug”

Past President Charlie Telfair, Caleb Grimes, Jildge Durand Adames,
Judge Robert Farrance, Judge John Blue, Judge Lee Haworth
and President Elect Battaglia smile for the camera!
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WHEN SERVICE FAILS, CASES SUFFER.
OURS DOESN'T.

Statewide ¢« Nationwide « International

Service of Process, Executed With Precision.

Heritage Process provides court-compliant service of process
for attorneys who cannot afford mistakes.

From routine civil matters to complex, multi-jurisdictional litigation,
we deliver service that stands up to scrutiny —
in Florida, across the United States, and worldwide.

No hand-offs.
No guessing.
No chasing servers.

WHY ATTORNEYS TRUST HERITAGE PROCESS

B Statewide Florida Coverage B Real-Time Status Updates

B Nationwide & International Service M Rush & Priority Service Available

M Servers in the Field 6 Days a Week M Clear Communication From Assignment
W Court-Compliant Affidavits to Affidavit

BUILT FOR FIRMS THAT MOVE CASES FORWARD.

When deadlines matter and compliance is non-negotiable, attorneys choose
Heritage Process—because service isn’'t just delivery.

CALL. SEND. FILE. DONE. N 941-780-1063

B www.heritage-process.com N service@heritage-process.com

HERITAGE PROCESS

Service You Can Defend in Court.


https://www.heritage-process.com/
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MEDIATIONS - ARBITRATIONS - FLORIDA

Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Florida Supreme Court Qualified Arbitrator

AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated by Martindale Hubbell
Full-Time Mediator for Nearly Two Decades

20-Year Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

Florida Bar Member since 1992

E Easy online payments

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026

| 71

DONNA LUGAR, ESQ.

VIRTUAL MEDIATION, ARBITRATION, AND HYBRID
# I DONNALUGAR.COM (@ 941.600.9431

PROCEEDINGS FOR CASES PENDING IN ANY COUN

GRIMES GALVANO

Mediation Services

Jack Hawkins, Esq.

Certified Circuit Court Mediator & Certified Family Law Mediator

JackHawkinsMediation.com

Bradenton (Main) Office Phone: 941.748.0151
The Professional Building Fax: 941.748.0158

1023 Manatee Avenue West Email: Info@JackHawkinsMediation.com
Bradenton, FL 34205 www.jackhawkinsmediation.com



http://www.jackhawkinsmediation.com
https://donnalugar.com/
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Legler Murphy
Battaglia,m?

Vg

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

i’

WIN WIN, WIN WINNER
2022 2023 2024 2025

Voted Personal Injury Law
in a Row!
AREAS OF SERVICE
- Personal Injury - Slip and Fall
- Workers Compensation . Premises Liability
« Car Accidents « Medical Benefits
«Truck Accidents - Wage Loss
- Motorcycle Accidents - Permanent Total Disability

KENNEDY LEGLER ALYSON BATTAGLIA EDWARD MURPHY

Other attorneys in our community trust us with

their clients’ injury cases.
We hope you will too!

941-748-5599 | 2 llnjurieskaw.eom

2411 Manatee Avenue West l,%rfldent(m, IF1. 34205

We pay fees in accordance with The Florida Bar rules.



http://allinjurieslaw.com
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Moving You Forward
Attorney & Law Firm Banking Solutions

Work with experienced bankers who understand
your unique needs—work directly with a dedicated
relationship manager who reviews your goals

and delivers financing solutions tailored
to you, your firm, and your clients.

Mikel Sharpe Lucky Durmaz Sherry Harris

SVP, Market President SVP, Commercial VP, Deposit Relationship Manager
Manatee & Sarasota Counties Relationship Manager Banking Center Lead
941.545.3982 757.955.0929 941.526.8529
msharpe@cogentbank.com ldurmaz@cogentbank.com sharris@cogentbank.com

Bradenton cogentbank.com

Banking Center
1001 Third Ave. W, Suite 100 @ @ 0

EQUAL HOUSING

941.324.4037 LENDER

Bradenton, FL 34205 ‘ Member

FDIC



http://www.cogentbank.com
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Upchurch Watson White & Max Mediation Group

welcomes Patricia D. Crauwels
to its distinguished panel of neutrals.

» 40+ years of civil litigation experience, with more than 200 jury
trials. Board Certified in Civil Trial Law for more than 25 years.

» Extensive plaintiff and defense experience in personal injury,
wrongful death, professional malpractice and construction
defect matters.

» Fellow, American College of Trial Lawyers.

Pat Crauwels
pcrauwels@uww-adr.com » Member, ABOTA and ISOB.

MEDIATION | ARBITRATION | E-DISCOVERY | SPECIAL MASTERS
Successfully Resolving Conflicts in Florida,
Alabama & Nationwide Since 1988

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-264-2622 | READ MORE & SCHEDULE: WWW.UWW-ADR.COM

Getting to Yes.
Experience Makes the Difference.

John Chapman brings extensive litigation experience, practical
insight, and a patient, persistent approach to mediation. He
helps attorneys and their clients work through difficult issues,
find common ground, and reach workable agreements.

® 30 years as a Board-Certified Litigation Attorney
® 17 years as a Mediator

o Florida Supreme Court Approved Arbitrator

o FINRA Dispute Resolution Arbitrator

Business and estate mediation by Zoom or in person
at your office or mine.

CHAPMAN MEDIATION

BUSINESS AND ESTATE MEDIATION

1515 Ringling Blvd, Suite 870 Office: (941) 404-4616 | Jchapman@johnchapmanlaw.com
Sarasota, FL 34236 | Fax: (941) 404-4605 Book your mediation online at: ChapmanMediation.com



mailto:Jchapman%40johnchapmanlaw.com?subject=
http://ChapmanMediation.com
http://linkedin.com/company/upchurch-watson-white-&-max
http://www.facebook.com/UWWMMediation
http://www.facebook.com/UWWMMediation
http://WWW.UWW-ADR.COM
mailto:pcrauwels%40uww-adr.com?subject=
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Our Promise: Every Student will be Known and Valued

41
w J

Best college prep school in Manatee County, as ranked
by Miche.com

w5 y .. .r" 1:"‘

Students ina typdcal class

£y
.r.il, .-rlrln'
sud /U

Gvradua:es rate thelr college preparation “outstanding”

JI. lr'.-1‘:,|l’
w
/20

G«raduales accepted to first or second college choica

SIGNATURE PROGRAMS

Marine Science, Global Scholars, Arts Conservatory,
Capstone & the ability to earn a graduation
distinction in any discipline

FALCONS ATHLETICS

Six district championships, cne regional title, and three
individual state tithes earned in 2025-26

@@@@@%@

INSPIRING
EXCELLENCE

In.'.”
J'II F4!

S'Lu den.ts and families surveyed agree, “Peaple
at Saint Stephen's are friendiy and accept me
for who | am.”

i g R B s e
164 YEARS
- ‘. 1

Average teacher experience

890,

e U

Students earn 3 or higher on AP Exams

il @

11
Manatee County tithes for the S5E5 Academic
Team in the past 12 years

e = -
27 ACD ﬁq,
< ALNED

A state-of-the-art {ampu& featuring Marine
Science facility, STEAM, Center, and mare

L |[ || prm

College Matriculation



http://www.saintstephens.org
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A SpEcIAL NOTICE FROM JUDGE CHARLES WILLIAMS

Dear Probate/Guardianship Practitioners,

Upon review of matters set for formal hearing on JACS I have noticed that many hearings are being set in
which the court is performing an almost ministerial function or hearing matters that have been fully consented
to or waivers have been entered and there are no opposing parties or opposition. Obviously, there are other
matters where a hearing and formal notice are necessary.

In an effort to free more hearing time and better serve the public and your respective clients by offering
more time for matters that do require a formal hearing, require lengthy hearing time, or are contested I have
reviewed my policies and procedures for certain matters in which a formal hearing may not be necessary and
the court can review and enter orders ex-parte.

As a result, I have updated my requirements, effective November 3, 2026, regarding section B. Hearing
Procedures, to include a new requirement pertaining to uncontested/routine matters that do not require a
hearing. Additionally, I have implemented a new requirement for hearings scheduled in 15-minute timeslots.
These requirements will take effect immediately.

Please note if, after reviewing the updated requirements, you still have a question about whether your
particular matter should be submitted to the court to be reviewed ex-parte or a formal hearing should be
scheduled on JACS, please reach out to my office by e-mail or phone, and we will advise you accordingly.

Judge Williams

Mediate First, Inc.
Dispute Resolution Services

Scan to Book!

@ 407-649-9495
MEDIATOR

35 years of experience as a Trial Lawyer
Former Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

John L. Morrow



mailto:admin%40mediatefirstinc.com?subject=
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IN THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS OF THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF FLORIDA IN AND FOR MANATEE, SARASOTA AND DESOTO COUNTIES

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2026-14.4
JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENTS 2027

The following judicial assignments are effective January 4, 2027.
(*assignments are effective January 5, 2027)

Chief Judge Honorable Diana L. Moreland

Acting Chief Judge (in absence of Chief Judge) Honorable Frederick P. Mercurio
DeSoto County Administrative Judge Honorable Don T. Hall
Manatee County Administrative Judge Honorable Frederick P. Mercurio
Sarasota County Administrative Judge Honorable Hunter W. Carroll

CIRCUIT COURT ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGES

Civil Division
Honorable Hunter W. Carroll (Sarasota County)
Honorable Charles Sniffen (Manatee County)

Unified Family Court (DeSoto, Manatee and Sarasota counties - has operational authority to
implement UFC policy and procedures circuit-wide)
Honorable Kennedy Legler

Family Division
Honorable Andrea DeCanio (Sarasota County)
Honorable Kennedy Legler (Manatee County)

Hague Convention Cases (pursuant to AO 2025-19.12)
Honorable Andrea DeCanio (Sarasota and DeSoto counties)
Honorable Kennedy Legler (Manatee County)

Criminal Division
Honorable Danielle Brewer (Sarasota County)
Honorable Frederick P. Mercurio (Manatee County)

Probate/Guardianship Division
Honorable Charles E. Williams (Manatee and Sarasota County)

B. JUVENILE DIVISION - MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES

Division J Manatee County Honorable Teresa K. Dees

Dependency cases, TPR cases

Division K Manatee County
Delinquency cases, crossover cases

Honorable Natalya S. Evans*

Sarasota County Honorable Maria Ruhl
All Dependency and Delinquency cases

PROBATE & GUARDIANSHIP DIVISION -MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES
Honorable Charles E. Williams

Honorable Charles E. Williams
Honorable Charles E. Williams

Manatee County
Sarasota County
South County Probate & Guardianship

Honorable Diana L. Moreland
Honorable Charles E. Williams

Manatee County RPOs
Sarasota County RPOs

CIRCUIT COURT - DESOTO COUNTY

Circuit Civil (other than Divisions R and T),
Unified Family, Circuit Criminal,

Juvenile Dependency and Delinquency,
Probate and Guardianship Honorable Don T. Hall

Civil Division R Honorable Diana L. Moreland

Major Trial Division T Honorable Hunter W. Carroll

PROBLEM-SOLVING COURTS — DIVISION P

Division P Administrative Judge Honorable Stephen Walker

Comprehensive Treatment Court Sarasota County Honorable Stephen Walker
Drug /Opioid/ Veteran’s Court Sarasota County Honorable Stephen Walker
DUI Court Sarasota County Honorable Stephen Walker

Health Care Court Sarasota County Honorable Stephen Walker
Community Care Court Manatee County Honorable Stephen Walker
CTC Manatee Manatee County Honorable Stephen Walker
Drug Court, Veteran’s Court Manatee County Honorable Stephen Walker
Independent Living Manatee County Honorable Stephen Walker

CIRCUIT CIVIL — MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES

Civil Division B Manatee County Honorable Charles Sniffen

Civil Division D Manatee County Honorable Stephen Matt Whyte

Civil Division A Sarasota County Honorable Dana Moss

Civil Division C Sarasota County Honorable Andrea M. Johnson

Civil Division H South Sarasota County Honorable Kevin Bruning

Civil Division R Manatee and Sarasota Honorable Diana L. Moreland
counties

CIRCUIT CIVIL MAJOR TRIAL DIVISION — ALL COUNTIES

Civil Trial Division T All Counties Honorable Hunter W. Carroll

CIRCUIT CRIMINAL — MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES

Felony Division I Manatee County
Felony Division III  Manatee County
Felony Division V. Manatee County
Felony Division VII Manatee County

Honorable D. Ryan Felix
Honorable Diana L. Moreland
Honorable Guy Flowers
Honorable Frederick P. Mercurio

Felony Division I~ Sarasota County
Felony Division IV Sarasota County
Felony Division VI~ Sarasota County
Felony Division VIII Sarasota County

Honorable Megan Leaf
Honorable Bryan S. Kessler*
Honorable Danielle Brewer
Honorable Donna Padar

UNIFIED FAMILY COURT — MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES

A. FAMILY DIVISION- MANATEE & SARASOTA COUNTIES

Family Division 3 Manatee County
Family Division4 ~ Manatee County

Honorable Thomas W. Krug
Honorable Kennedy Legler

Family Division 1 Sarasota County
Family Division2  Sarasota County
South County Family Division 1
South County Family Division 2

Honorable Rochelle T. Curley
Honorable Andrea DeCanio
Honorable Kevin Bruning
Honorable Andrea DeCanio

All problem-solving courts are assigned to Division P. The problem-solving courts listed below
are presided over by the following judges:
DeSoto Drug Court

DeSoto County Honorable Parker R. Hall

Early Childhood Court Manatee County Honorable Teresa K. Dees

TYLA Court Manatee County Honorable Teresa K. Dees
Community Care Court Sarasota County Honorable Erika N. Quartermaine
Early Childhood Court Sarasota County Honorable Maria Ruhl

OPTIONS Court Sarasota County Honorable Maria Ruhl

Truancy Court Sarasota County Honorable Andrea DeCanio
TYLA Court Sarasota County Honorable Shannon Hankin

COUNTY COURT ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGES

DeSoto County Honorable Parker R. Hall

Manatee County Honorable Renee L. Inman

Sarasota County Honorable Maryann Olson Uzabel

DESOTO COUNTY COURT

All County Civil and Criminal Honorable Parker R. Hall

MANATEE COUNTY COURT
Please see Administrative Order 2026-04a.4 for case types assigned to each division.
Division 1 Honorable Renee L. Inman
Division 2 Honorable Hillary Ellis
Division 3 Honorable Jacqueline B. Steele
Division 4 Honorable Melissa Gould
Division 5 Honorable Heather Doyle
SARASOTA COUNTY COURT

Criminal/Civil Division A Honorable Maryann Olson Uzabel

Criminal/Civil Division B Honorable Kaylin Humerickhouse
Criminal/Civil Division C Honorable Shannon Hankin
South County Criminal/Civil Division E Honorable Erika N. Quartermaine

South County Criminal/Civil Division F Honorable TBD
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GENERAL MAGISTRATES/HEARING OFFICERS

David P. Caskey
Vincent A. Giura
Laura M. Hale
Paul Hudson
Lawrence Jacobs
Michael L. King
Rebecca L. Mockovciak
Medisa M. Turner

CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT HEARING OFFICERS

Laura M. Hale
Lawrence Jacobs
Michael L. King

TRUANCY COURT GENERAL MAGISTRATES
Nicole Cameron

Linda Lorrier

CIVIL TRAFFIC INFRACTIONS HEARING OFFICER
Matthew K. Peters

DONE AND ORDERED in Bradenton, Manatee County, on October 19, 2026.

DIANA L. MORELAND, CHIEF JUDGE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF FLORIDA

Original: Clerk of Court, Sarasota County

Copy to: All Judges, Twelfth Judicial Circuit
Kimberly Miller, Court Administrator, Twelfth Judicial Circuit
IT Dept.

Clerk of Court, Manatee County

Clerk of Court, DeSoto County

All Law Enforcement Agencies, Twelfth Judicial Circuit
Sarasota County Bar Association

Manatee County Bar Association

BARNES WALKER

MNES WALKER, GOETHE, SHEA & ROBI

Litigation Matters
L

Providing professional services in the following practice areas:

*  Comphey Business Dispunes *  Corporare/Pamnership [spures
*  Heal Estate Dispures *  Colloedons
*  Truse and Fatate Disputes *  Employmeny Dispures

wal Banch, Parrish, Sarasora, and Hol

Litigation Paralegal Wanted

McKay Law Firm, PA., located in Bradenton, FL, offers
a comprehensive range of legal services, including
business contract drafting, review, and revision with
clients, customers, and vendors statewide. Our law
firm is seeking a full-time on-site Litigation Paralegal
role. The Litigation Paralegal will support the attorney
by preparing legal documents, conducting thorough
legal research, reviewing documents, and drafting
pleadings and motions as part of the firm's litigation
and dispute resolution efforts. The ideal candidate will
play a key role in case preparation and maintaining
accurate case records, working collaboratively in
a dynamic and fast-paced legal environment. We
offer paid vacations, sick leave, holidays, and health
benefits provided. Please email resumes to McKay
Law, Attn: Victoria, vcornett@mckay-law.com.

a

O

Tampa Bay
[—

o\

SINGLE GAME TICKETS

4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout



mailto:ed%40sobelattorneys.com?subject=
http://www.barneswalker.com
mailto:info%40barneswalkercom?subject=
mailto:vcornett%40mckay-law.com?subject=
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Proud Sponsor of the MCBA!

DYE HARRISON KNOWLES HAMRICK
KIRKLAND PRATT DEPAOLA & JOHNSON, PLLC

www.dyeharrison.com

Real Estate  Probate & Trust Administration Business, Corporate & Commercial
Estate Planning  Civil Litigation Zoning, Land Use & Environmental
Eminent Domain  City, County & Local Government

Let's Start Banking
Forward Together.

Our goal has always been to help meet
yours. Today, we're here for you in more
ways than ever. With more locations,
more services, and more expertise to
help wherever life takes you.

This is banking at its best.
This is Banking Forward.

Regional President  Premier Private Banker Area Executive

S SouthState = o

941.306.0100 SouthStateBank.com Member FDIC.



http://wwwSouthStateBank.com
http://www.dyeharrison.com
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Say goodbye
to voicemail.
Say hello to Ruby!

Your callers deserve the best.

Make their day and win their business
with Ruby. We're on a mission to turn
every call into a real connection.

Our friendly, professional receptionists
are ready to answer your phone, save
you time, and capture opportunities.

Why Ruby?

» 24/7 call handling in English
and Spanish

« Integrations with Clio, MyCase,
Rocket Matter, and more

» Customizable scheduling, payment
collection, lead intake, and forms

« Easy-to-use mobile app

Manatee County Bar Association
members can get an exclusive discount
on Ruby with promo code MANATEE!

www.ruby.com/
manatee

1ruby


https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
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Life Plan Community in Bradenton with two
great locations

T~ v AL N =
THE MANOR THE POINT PLEASANT
NEIGHBORHOOD NEIGHBORHOOD
1700 21st Avenue West « Bradenton, FL 1533 4th Avenue West « Bradenton, FL

Feel confident in referring your clients to our trusted Life Plan Community
in Bradenton with two great locations. They’ll love the active, maintenance-
free lifestyle, great services and amenities, and the assurance of a plan for the
future with our not-for-profit faith-based family, like:

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining « A full continuum of healthcare
« Housekeeping services right on campus
« Fitness center « And more!

 Outpatient therapy services —

physical, occupational and speech (7] ( 941) 368-3518 today

to learn more or to schedule a

4 .

Westminster personal tour!
Bradenton
WestminsterBradentonFL.org
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Musicals, Concerts, and More!

Anastasia The DaVinci Code Come From Away
December 3rd - 13th January 14th - 24th January 21st - 31st

o .
ol ManateePerformingArtsCenter.com
' MANATEE 502 Third Avenue W | Bradenton
J PERFORMING ARTS CENTER Box Office (941) 748-5875

OUR ATTORMEYS LAKEWOQOD RANCH - MANATEE COUNTY

Jesse Butler

PRACTICE LEADER — LITIGATIOMN

BUTLER

ATIOM

Busimess Litigation | Bd. Cart I'||-'e':f Appedcls iFI| Cartil |-l:1:l
i REFERE -

Refeﬁr Wlt.-h
confidence.

LEGACY LITIGATIOM

Sierra Butler

FRACTICE LEADER — LEGACY

Elder Law - Guardianship - Medicaid & Special MNeeds r"ll_':l‘u"i"‘.:_|

Melissa Casanueva
SENIOR ATTORMEY = LEGACY
Elder Law Legal Malpractice* ) i
. Estabe & Lov - Term Coare Plann ng Guardionship - Probate
Estate Planning Appeals

Medicaid Planning Business Litigation
A. James Rolfes

OF COUNSEL — LITIGATION
Civil Litigation [Bd. Certified)

Guardianship Consumer Protection

MNAELA 7 N v

941.254.6611 www.legacyandlit.com



http://www.legacyandlit.com
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MANATEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

PROFESSIONALISM * FELLOWSHIP * SERVICE

2026-2027 OFFICERS

President:.........c.ccoovvveveiiennennne, Daniel VanEtten, Esq. .............. Blalock Walters, P.A.

President Elect: ..........ccccuveeen. Joseph B. Battaglia, Esq.......... Battaglia Law, PLLC

NIST6 (51 721 o OSSR Brian A. Iten, Esq. ................... Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer: ......ccocveeeevveeeevieeeenne, Kari Martin, Esq...................... Najmy Thompson

2026-2027 DIRECTORS

Hon. Robert Farrance (Ret.)............c..ccoeevveveveecnnnne.. 12th Judicial Circuit

Aaron B. Crittenden, ESq. .............ccccoovveveeecrenaannaannn. Harllee & Bald, P.A.

Steele T. Williams, ESq. ........ccccooeeuveeecieeaiiianiiieeiieanns Steele T. Williams, P.A.

Dustin S. Wagner, ESq. ...........cococeeioeiiiiiiaiiiieeeee, Lightning Law PLLC

Chad Manausa, ESq. ..........ccccccooeeviveiiniiiaeiiiieeieeenn, Grimes Galvano

Faith Brown, ESq. ........ccocoooiiviiiiiiiieiieeeee e Faith Z. Brown, Esq.

YLD PRESIDENT:

Tyler A. Dixon, ESq. .........ccooeeveviiiiiiiiiiieeciieeeieee, The Law Offices of Tyler A. Dixon, Esq.
IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:

James E. Lynch, ESq. ........cccccoooovviiiiiiiiiaiiieiieeen Harllee & Bald, P.A.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or

opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Advertising
In the Inter Alia

If you are interested in advertising in the
Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at
(941) 741-4091 or at
MCBA @ManateeBar.com
Payment is expected at time of publication.
Checks may be made payable to
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL. 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091
Email: MCBA @manateebar.com
Executive Director: Layout & Design:
Graceann Frederico On Trac Publishing
E-mail: MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003

County Bar Association, is published 8 months annually and is

Ad rates are as follows: circulated electronically to local attorneys, judges and law office
Bus. card $40 members/$45 non members staff. Issues are later posted to the association website: www.
1/4 page $60 members/$70 non members manateebar.com. Rates shown are for one issue. Discounts
1/2 page $90 members/$100 non members apply to multiple issues on a prepaid basis. Ads should be

Full page $150 members/$175 non members submitted as high resolution pdf files. Deadline for submission:
First of the month.

EBlast

Will Search  $30 members/$40 non members For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive

Job Posting* $30 members/$40 non members Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcha@manateebar.com. For

*Job posting includes listing on ad specifics or variations, contact: Valerie at On Trac Publishing:

www.manateebar.com Valerie@ontracnewsletters.com.

Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee
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