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IF YOU'VE BEEN INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT

GO TO HALFE’

Hale Law - Accident Attorneys is built to .
X Seamless case tracking through our
support both our clients and our referral advanced case-management technology,
partners. We combine responsive providing consistent and reliable updates.
communication, thorough case handling,
and strategic advocacy to ensure every

matter is managed with care and PI'CCiSiOH- A dedicated referral coordinator serves as
your single point of contact for
communication and case status.

Referring attorneys can trust that their
clients will be respected, informed, and

Strongly L esented—ever y step of the Prompt and dependable referral fee
way. disbursement.

&4 SOUTH FLORIDA

ACCIDENT ATTORNEYS OFFICIAL PARTNER OF USF ATHLETICS

Offices: Sarasota, Bradenton, Tampa, Brandon By Appointment: Lakewood Ranch, Venice, Port Charlotte & North Port

1-800-800-1414 | HaleLaw.com


http://www.halelaw.com
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I’'m grateful for the opportunity to serve you and the MCBA
as the president for the 2026/2027 year. I'm fortunate in that
my presidency follows a series of dedicated past presidents,
and will be supported by a fantastic Board of Directors and an
amazing Executive Director, Graceann. Please know that the
programs and events provided to MCBA members would not be
possible without the Board Members volunteering their time and
Graceann’s tireless work.

I know I speak on behalf of the Board of Directors when I say
that we are excited about the events in store for MCBA members
this year. There is a wonderful lineup of speakers, such as Paul
Hoback and Judge Haworth, who are anxious to present at our
monthly meetings. Our traditional events, such as the holiday and
spring parties, will be returning. Sprinkled throughout the year
will also be various other fun and learning events, such as Judge
Williams” upcoming CLE event on October 2nd, which I invite
you all to attend.

Now, I’'m going to make an ask of each of you. Help us make
the MCBA the best that it can be. If your colleagues are not
already members, please ask them to join. If you attend an MCBA
event, please invite another attorney to come with you. The more
members we have, the more we can accomplish together. Through
increased participation, we should be better able to serve our
members, our profession, and our community.

Greetings Fellow
Manatee Gounty Bar
Association Membhers

By Daniel VanEtten, Esq.; MCBA President

Being a member of the local bar is about more than simply
attending a few events each year. It is an opportunity to get to
know the attorneys and judges we work with every day outside
of the courtroom. Practicing law can be demanding, and having a
strong local legal community makes the practice more enjoyable
and, I believe, makes all of us better lawyers. Whether you have
been practicing for thirty years or are attending your first bar
event, there is a place for you in the MCBA.

Ultimately, the success of the MCBA this year will depend on
all of us. The Board can organize events, invite speakers, and
come up with new ideas, but an organization is only as strong
as the participation of its members. So please come to an event,
bring a colleague, volunteer for a committee, or simply introduce
yourself to someone you haven’t met before.

I’'m looking forward to seeing all of you throughout the year.
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your president. I’m excited
about what we can accomplish together and hope to make this a
year for which we can all be proud.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article
are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

*
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PATRIOT DAY
9/11

WE WILL NEVER FORGET

*
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HEINTZ LAW

A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims

We welcome personal injury case referrals.
Please look into the qualifications, credentials and experience of any firm
before you make a referral.

Martindale-Hubhell®
PREEMINENT
AV

Poor Batod for Highost Loved
of Professional Excellence

Super Lawyers

Martindale-Hubbell*

v QY DISTINGUISHED"
NBLSC Board X - P A

Prafirislons] Achiesamen |

Certified Lawyers
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MCBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wednesday, September 2,2026........ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 .....MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, September 18, 2026........... Investiture of Judge Andrea Johnson
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 ... September Membership Luncheon
Friday, October 2, 2026........... Probate & Guardianship Bench Bar Lunch

Wednesday, October 7, 2026 ............. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, October 14, 2026 .....M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, October 28, 2026............... October Membership Luncheon

Wednesday, November 4, 2026......... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, November 11, 2026 ....MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, December 2, 2026 ......... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, December 4,2026.......................ccoooeee...... Annual Holiday Party
Wednesday, December 9, 2026 ...M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, January 6, 2027 ............. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, January 13, 2027 .....M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, January 27, 2027 .............. January Membership Luncheon

Wednesday, February 3, 2027 ........... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, February 10, 2027 ...M(BA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, February 24,2027 ........... February Membership Luncheon

Wednesday, March 3, 2027 ................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, March 10, 2027 ........ MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, March 31,2027 .................... March Membership Luncheon
Wednesday, April 7,2027.................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, April 14,2027........... MCBAYLD Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, April 30,2027 ........................... MCBA Spring Soiree at The Beach
Wednesday, May 5,2027 .................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, May 12, 2027............. MCBAYLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, May 19, 2027...............cccocoouvvrrrerrernnnees LAW DAY LUNCHEON
Wednesday, June 2,2027 ................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, June 9,2027............. MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, June 30,2027 ..................... Annual Membership Luncheon

@ Special Thanks to Cur Annual Sponsors
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Young Lawyers Division
Plans 2026-27 Year!

By Tyler Dixon, Esq.;, MCBA YLD President

Welcome to the 2026 - 2027 Bar Year! | am honored to serve as
president of the Young Lawyers Division of the Manatee County
Bar Association and look forward to strengthening and creating
new relationships within the MCBA throughout this year.

This year, the YLD will place a renewed emphasis on the
importance of meeting and growing with other Young Lawyers.
The MCBA YLD has, and will continue to, provide Young
Lawyers with the opportunity to engage with each other,
both personally and professionally. While the practice of law is
certainly demanding, the value in building relationships within
your local legal community cannot be overstated. | am happy to
report that Young Lawyers in Manatee County have recognized
this value, as reflected in the YLD's recent membership growth.

The YLD’s commitment to establishing meaningful connections
will come to life through exciting social and professional events.
This Year, Young Lawyers will have continued opportunities to
eat with, learn from, (and shoot the breeze with), Judges from
the 12th Judicial Circuit at the YLD’s “Table for 10” events. After
a successful inaugural event, the YLD will continue its “Spheres
of Influence” series, where Young Lawyers can hear from and
engage with Local Leaders, showcasing the importance of
fostering relationships you're your Community and how our
legal careers can be used to make a positive impact within
Manatee County. In order for Young Lawyers to stay up-to-date
on these YLD events, and the YLD's social events, | encourage all
Young Lawyers to get connected with the YLD on it’s Facebook
Page, LinkedIn Page, and MCBA Flyers as they come in!

For Membership, please take time to encourage the Young
Lawyers around you to get engaged with the MCBA. Without a
pat on the back, there are plenty of reasons to join (but a million
excuses to not). | would challenge each member to invite, or
drag - up to you, 1 Young Lawyer to each Monthly Luncheon
this year. | mean free lunch and CLE credit, c’'mon.

| am certain that this will be a great year for the MCBA and it’s
YLD. There is a great deal to look forward to, and | am excited to
see what we will accomplish together.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article

are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page

on our website at www.manateebar.com



http://www.manateebar.com
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LUTZ, BOBO! \ TELFAIR

TRIAL LAWYERS

BRADENTON | SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | TALLAHASSEE

PERSONAL INJURY
COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

15 lawyers with over 350 years of

collective legal experience

REFERRALS & ASSOCIATIONS
WELCOME

Ay PREEMINENT  []facebook. Avvo 10.0 ST
l'mvwrmnfngnmiga-.u 2021 ***** Rating (eNEEEEREED) :"Rir”:E‘:

@ CHARLES W. TELFAIR, IV PAST MCBA PRESIDENT

\\ (941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM
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Welesme Uew Membens

Dahlia Al-Haleem, Esq.
Florida State University
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2026
Firm/Office: Mackey Law Group, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice: Civil Litigation

Christopher CJ Augustine, Esq.
Stetson University
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: Hamilton Price, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice: Personal Injury,
Construction, Civil Litigation

Carol Bello, Esq.
Cooley School of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2023
Firm/Office: Imler Law
Area(s) of Practice: Workers' Compensation,
Labor & Employment

William Lee Clark, Esq.
West Virginia University College of Law
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2011
Firm/Office: The Clark Firm, PA.
Area(s) of Practice: Personal Injury, Product Liability

Molly Puig, Esq.
Cooley School of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2026
Firm/Office: Mackey Law Group, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice: Civil Litigation, Family Law

Peter Radke, Esq.

Nova Southeastern University
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2018
Firm/Office: Hale Law
Area(s) of Practice: Personal Injury

Michelle Robles, Esq.
Barry University
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2019
Firm/Office: Robles Law, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice: Estate Planning, Elder Law,
Probate & Trust Litigation

James Siegfreid, Esq.
University of Mississippi
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 1996
Firm/Office: Office of The Public Defender
Area(s) of Practice: Criminal, Government Administration
& Regulation, Civil Litigation

Melissa Finley Williams, Esq.
University of Florida
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2012
Firm/Office: Finley Williams Law, PA
Area(s) of Practice: Guardianship,
Estate Planning, Elder Law

OATH OF
ATTORNEY

Take the oath of
admission to The
Florida Bar at your
local courthouse.

Bring your family and special guests

a% you become a credentialed legal
professional. Members of the Twelfth
Circuit’s judiciary will be available to
administer the cath of admission in four
court locations.

ARCADIA ERADENTON SARASOTA

Lagm Hall Nigyh Dy it Haede
18 anTHAS am Apm-X%30 pm am-1130 am
DeSotn Wil g | Slvedtosih AT

Tuesday, September 22nd

Firkins

CHRYSLER DODGE Jeep .a.-ullAHl

—_— -

YUUR LOCAL, FAMILY-OWNED
DEALERSHIP SINCE 1953

AUERELS BT,
10"/100.000"

[+ FIRKINS.COM  (21-800-FIRKINS


http://www.ferkins.com
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Paul Hoback, President & Chief CEO
Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority

CLICK HERETO
REGISTER

Free for MCBA Members

SEPTEMBER
2026

Luncheon
Meeting

Beyond the Runway: SRQ Airport's

Expansion and Its Impact on Our
Regional & Legal Community

CLE CREDIT APPROVED,
1 General Credit

Wednesday, September 30th, 2026

Manatee Performing Arts Center- Kiwanis Hall
11:30 Networking & Lunch, Noon Meeting Start

Paul Hoback brings more than 25 years of leadership experience in the
aviation industry to his role as President and Chief Executive Officer of
Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority, which operates the Sarasota
Bradenton International Airport.

Prior to joining SRQ, Hoback served as Executive Vice President and Chief
Development Officer for the Allegheny County Airport Authority, which
operates Pittsburgh International Airport and Allegheny County Airport. In
this role, he provided leadership, oversight, and strategic direction for all
capital development projects, public safety, maintenance, and
operations. This included leading PIT’s $1.7 billion Terminal
Modernization Program and $220 million Airside Renovation.

Hoback now leads SRQ during a time of strategic growth and expansion,
focused on enhancing passenger experience, strengthening community
partnerships, and ensuring the airport’s continued economic impact on
the Sarasota-Bradenton region.

$35 for guests
Special Thanks to Our An.nua.l Sponsors
A\ The Bank Sainey (M ”%’W\_ s LA R
Viimank peglyy O SouthState  SEphens  (@)COGENT oo g
HALE .
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Law ~————— INTRTT COURT RIFORTING
R Harllee & Bald, PA. Legler Murphy — MANATEE
HB sty @ Firkins 0 s
ST Automotive
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s s e T. Wititaws, v envon LawGroup  CHAPMAN MEDIATION Najmy.<hThompson
ASRLLVUREIFY RPN A & SRR S o oy Moo, BLSRTE AND CSTATE NEDRATION .


https://calendly.com/manateebar/september-2026-luncheon?month=2026-09
https://calendly.com/manateebar/september-2026-luncheon?month=2026-09
https://calendly.com/manateebar/september-2026-luncheon?month=2026-09
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A Day Worthy of a Judge, and a Historian

Panoramic view of Judge Smith with dignitaries, colleagues, family and friends

Some people leave the bench. Others leave a legacy.

On July 31, 2026, Manatee County celebrated both when the
community officially recognized Judge Gilbert A. Smith, Jr.
with “Judge Gilbert Smith Day,” honoring decades of service to
the law, the judiciary and the community he has spent a lifetime
helping shape.

And there could hardly have been a more fitting setting for the
occasion.

Judge Smith’s final day on the bench took place in the Gilbert
A. Smith, Sr. Jury Assembly Room, named for his father, who
also served as a local judge. It was a fitting full-circle moment
for a family whose name has been woven into the legal history
of Manatee County for generations.

Judge Smith might have preferred that the circle keep going a
little longer.

After all, he had hoped to remain on the bench through the end
of the year. But even judges have to follow the rules. Florida’s
Constitution requires judges to retire upon reaching age 75,
bringing his judicial career to a close on July 31.

After 18 years on the bench, however,
“retirement” may be something of a
technical term for Judge Smith.

He is not exactly the disappearing type.

For Judge Smith, the courtroom may
be behind him, but history is waiting
just outside the door. A lifelong student
of Manatee County and its colorful cast
of characters, he plans to continue
his work as an author and historian—
researching, writing and preserving the
stories that might otherwise disappear
with time.

His book Lawyers and Legends of
Manatee County chronicles the people,
personalities and events that shaped

the local legal community, while Legends of the Bench explores
the history of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit and the judges who
served from 1855 through 1979. His retirement reading list,
unsurprisingly, includes more research and more writing,
including plans to continue the story of the local judiciary into
the modern era.

That seems entirely appropriate.

Because Judge Smith has always understood that history isn't
simply a collection of dates and dusty names. It is made by
people, interesting people, complicated people, memorable
people; and, he has a particular talent for finding the stories
behind the names.

His career has reflected that same appreciation for people and
community. Beyond the courtroom, he has been a mentor,
community volunteer, Kiwanian, Boy Scout leader and advocate
for children. His service has reached well beyond the walls of
the courthouse.

So perhaps “Judge Gilbert Smith Day”is more than a retirement
tribute.

Itis a thank-you.

A thank-you for the years spent on
the bench. For the wisdom, humor
and humanity brought into the
courtroom. For the mentorship offered
to generations of lawyers and young
people. And for recognizing that
the history of a community is worth
preserving and that someone has to be
curious enough to tell it.

Fortunately for Manatee County, Judge
Smith isn't finished telling those stories.

The robe may be retired.
The historian is just getting started.

Well done, Judge Smith. And happy
Judge Gilbert Smith Day!

Judge Smith with family
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OF LEGAL CONFLICT

"l Family Court
Professional
Coalition

20TH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

202

A CONFERENCE FOR

FAMILY LAW PROFESSIONALS

REGISTRATION

Advance Rate
July 1- August 15

Standard
Auqust 16 - September 30

Later Registration/
Registration at the door
October 1- Day of event

$245.00
$265.00

$300.00

Court Personnel - No charge

Florida Psychology Assoc. Members
$150 conference only
$225 conference + FCPC membership

Students/Non-profits/Paralegals
$125.00

Registration includes:

* Multiple sessions

* Breakfast and lunch

e CLE/CEU/CME accreditation
expected & pending approval

¢ Opportunities to exhibit and
advertise (Conference ottendance
not required to advertise)

¢ Annual FCPC Membership

¢ Door Prizes

e Happy Hour

¢ a8

OCTOBER 9, 2026 LAKEWOOD RANCH OPEN TO
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM COUNTRY CLUB FC'PC members and
¥ Y qualifying non-members
5:00 PM - SOCIAL 7650 LEGACY BLVD. D
CONFERENCE SESSIONS

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Amanda Reichert, President of the Family Court Professional Coalition, REALTOR®,
Certified Divorce Real Estate Expert (CDRE®)
Magistrate Natalya Evans, Judicial Liaison - Twelfth Judicial Circuit Family
Division
2026 Florida Family Law Updates: Cases, Statutes, Rules, and Clinical
Considerations
Sharon 0'Day, Esq.
Stephanie Roth, LMHC (Florida and New York)

Vexatious Litigation and the New Statute
Andrea K. Holder, Esq., Dax Nelson, P.A.
Lyndsey E. Siara, Esq., General Counsel, Office of Court Counsel, Sixth Judicial
Circuit

Home Is Where the Heartbreak Is
Judge Diana M. Tennis, Administrative Circuit Judge in Florida's Ninth Judicial
Circuit, Family Division
Don Moll, Certified Divorce Lending Professional “COLP®*
Christine Profito, Psy.D.

Building a Resilience-Oriented Courtroom
Judge Andrea McHugh, Circuit Judge in Florida's Twelfth Judicial Circuit Court,
Family Division
Wesley Backer, Esq., Florida Department of Children and Families
Crissa Harman, LMHC, The Florida Center for Early Childhood
Elizabeth Davis, National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI)

Judicial Perspectives: Insights for Court-Involved Professionals
Moderated by Stephanie Roth, LMHC (Florida and New York)

*The FCPC is applying for CLEs, CEUs and CMEs for this event.

REGISTRATION

OPEN NOW!

p> TINYURL.COM/FCPC12-2026
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ASSOCIATE
ATTORNEY

We are seeking a versatile Associate Attorney to
join our Real Estate Group and provide exceptional
client-first representation for a sophisticated
roster of business clients and housing providers,
including Fortune 500 companies, national
operators, and resident-owned communities. The
ideal candidate will have 3 to 5 years of experience
with a background in some combination of general
commercial and real estate litigation and dispute
resolution, and community association and
housinglaw.Recentlaw school graduates and entry-
level candidates with strong academic credentials
will also be considered. We are looking for an
action-oriented professional capable of delivering
sophisticated legal analysis in an approachable
manner with effective implementation. This role
offers a competitive salary and benefits package,
the opportunity to work alongside a dedicated
team in a premier downtown Sarasota bayfront
office, and the flexibility of periodic work-from-
home options. Please send resumes and writing
samples in confidence to resumes@lutzbobo.com.

UPCOMING 2026
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Labor Day
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED........ccccouueenee. Monday, September 7
Yom Kippur
CLERK CLOSED TO PUBLIC/COURTS CLOSED............ Monday,
September 21

Veterans' Day
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED............ Wednesday, November 11

Thanksgiving Day
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED................ Thursday, November 26

Friday after Thanksgiving
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED......cvvuurrenene Friday, November 27

Christmas Eve
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED................. Thursday, December 24

Christmas Day
CLERK & COURTS CLOSED.......couvverrrrernnes Friday, December 25

Investing in the Next
Generation of Leaders

The Manatee County Bar Association is proud to recognize
the law firms that support the professional growth and
leadership development of our Young Lawyers Division (YLD)
by encouraging their attorneys to serve on the YLD Board
of Directors.

Serving on the YLD Board is more than adding another
commitment to a busy schedule. It is an opportunity for young
lawyers to build leadership skills, strengthen relationships
within our legal community, give back through community
service, and help shape the future of the Manatee County
Bar Association.

We are especially grateful to the firms that make this possible
by supporting their attorneys’ involvement:

The Law Offices of Tyler A. Dixon, Esq.
Hale Law
Berlin Patten Ebling, PLLC

Barnes Walker

Lutz Bobo Telfair

State Attorney’s Office
Heintz Law

Harllee & Bald

Grimes Galvano
Blalock Walters

Gomez Legal, PLLC

Your support matters! When law firms encourage their young
attorneys to get involved, everyone benefits—from the
attorneys who gain valuable leadership experience, to our Bar
Association and the community we proudly serve.

To our participating firms: thank you for investing in your
attorneys, supporting the YLD, and helping cultivate the
next generation of leaders in our legal community. We
appreciate you!


mailto:resumes%40lutzbobo.com?subject=
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Tampa Bay

BARNES WALKER

| '——-_ ;
BARMES WALKER, GOETHE, SHEA & BOBINSON, PLLC . @ ‘

Business Trial G roup

SINGLE GAME TICKETS

a 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

a VIP parking!

.-\.]ri_:_-_.::i' Holmes Galari, |'~:';| Simone A, Taitano, ['.'-.l_[.

Providing professional services in the following practice areas;

* ' Compho Busines Dispunes *  Corporase/Panmership [ispures
*  Heal Estare Dispures *  Collcevions
*  Truse and Estae Disputes *  Employment Disputes

GRIMES GALVANO

Mediation Services

Jack Hawkins, Esq.

Certified Circuit Court Mediator & Certified Family Law Mediator

JackHawkinsMediation.com

Bradenton (Main) Office Phone: 941.748.0151
The Professional Building Fax: 941.748.0158
1023 Manatee Avenue West Email: Info@JackHawkinsMediation.com

Bradenton, FL 34205 www.jackhawkinsmediation.com



http://www.barneswalker.com
mailto:info%40barneswalkercom?subject=
mailto:ed%40sobelattorneys.com?subject=
http://www.jackhawkinsmediation.com
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REGISTER TO ATTEND

MANATEE COUNTY BROWN

PROBATE AND GUARDIANSHIP

BENGH/BAR CONFERENGE

HOSTED BY

JUDGE CHARLES E. WILLIAMS

State of Florida

TWELFTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Sarasota 2 Manatee 2 DeSoto

WHEN
OCTOBER 2, 2026

12:00 -1:00 PM

WHERE
Jury Assembly Room

Manatee County
Judicial Center
1051 Manatee Ave.
W. Bradenton, FL

BRING YOUR LUNCH

Attorneys and their
Legal Support staff
may register to
attend on a first
come, first served
basis

CLE CREDIT
1 CLE credit

available from
The Florida Bar

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER



https://calendly.com/manateebar/brown-bag-with-the-bench-guardprosection?month=2026-10
https://calendly.com/manateebar/brown-bag-with-the-bench-guardprosection?month=2026-10
https://calendly.com/manateebar/brown-bag-with-the-bench-guardprosection?month=2026-10
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CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

e
4 PM -5PM | SEPTEMBER 18, 2026
MANATEE COUNTY HISTORIC COURTROOM
1115 MANATEE AVENUE WEST, 2"° FLOOR, BRADENTON
RECEFTION TO FOLLOW AT PIER 22 | RSVP FOR RECEPTION BY 9/11 TO PIOE]UDI2. FLCOURTS QORG

OUR ATTORMEYS LAKEWOQOD RANCH - MANATEE COUNTY

AT

Jesse Butler

PRACTICE LEADER — LITIGATIOMN

EMTEER

Business Litigation (Bd. Certified) - appeals (Bd. Cenified)

Sierra Butler

FRACTICE LEADER — LEGACY

Refer with
confidence.

Elder Law - Guardianship - Medicaid & Special Meeds Planning

Melissa Casanueva

SENIOR ATTORMEY = LEGACY
Elder Law Legal Malpractice*® ) :

Estate & Long-Term Caore Planning - Guordionship - Probate
Estate Planning Appeals

Medicaid Planning Business Litigation

A. James Rolfes

OF COUNSEL — LITIGATION
Civil Litigation (Bd. Certified]

Guardionship Consumer Protection

RECOGHIZED BY

941,254.6611 dlit.com @ |

. EAALEh

MNAELA 0 07

Habional Acadenry of Bl Law Al amrp

ALY AT £ s



http://www.legacyandlit.com
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Doctor at the University of Florida.

Ly REMEMBERING JUDGE BROWN 2

Former Manatee County Judge George Brown, Jr. passed on June 4, 2026, at the age of
80. He began his legal career in private practice in Bradenton, partnering with Robert
Schultz and later with John Beck, Pat Cunningham and Joe Roback. He then served
as a County Judge in Manatee County for nearly 40 years, retiring from the bench
in February 2013. Later, he returned to the bench in a senior status, presiding over
foreclosure cases and retiring for a second time in September 2022. Judge Brown
was a true example of humility, wisdom, intelligence and calm temperament on the
bench. By his accounting, he presided over more than 500 jury trials.

Judge Brown was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on November 16, 1945. He
4 graduated from Florida Atlantic University with a Bachelor of Science degree, after
which he served his country as a Marine Corps officer. He then attended law school and obtained his Juris

Judge Brown was active with his church and with the Bradenton Kiwanis Club.

E‘I He and his wife Margaret had 11 children (both natural and adopted) and 14 grandchildren. I'E

PROUD SPONSOR
OF THE
MANATEE COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION!

K enyon Law Group

Injury Attorneys

WWW.KENYONLAWFIRM.COM

ASSOCIATE LITIGATION
ATTORNEY WANTED

McNary Law, PLLC is a boutique Florida law firm
focused on family law and estate planning. We are
seeking an Associate Litigation Attorney who can
take ownership of an active family law caseload from
intake through final resolution. The right attorney will
set strategy, stay ahead of deadlines, communicate
candidly with clients, prepare thoroughly for hearings
and trial, and make sound decisions without waiting
to be directed at every step. The attorney will have
administrative and paralegal support. Competitive
salary commensurate with experience. Benefits and
401k with company match. Please email a resume,
cover letter, salary expectations, and a short writing
sample to Mallory Antovel at mbantovel@mcnary.law.



http://www.kenyonlawfirm.com
mailto:mbantovel%40mcnary.law?subject=
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HERITAGE PROCESS

AAR

WHEN SERVICE FAILS, CASES SUFFER.
OURS DOESN'T.

Statewide « Nationwide « International

Service of Process, Executed With Precision.

Heritage Process provides court-compliant service of process
for attorneys who cannot afford mistakes.

From routine civil matters to complex, multi-jurisdictional litigation,
we deliver service that stands up to scrutiny —
in Florida, across the United States, and worldwide.

No hand-offs.
No guessing.
No chasing servers.

WHY ATTORNEYS TRUST HERITAGE PROCESS

B Statewide Florida Coverage B Real-Time Status Updates
B Nationwide & International Service M Rush & Priority Service Available
M Servers in the Field 6 Days a Week M Clear Communication From Assignment

W Court-Compliant Affidavits to Affidavit

BUILT FOR FIRMS THAT MOVE CASES FORWARD.

When deadlines matter and compliance is non-negotiable, attorneys choose
Heritage Process—because service isn't just delivery.

CALL. SEND. FILE. DONE. 1 941-780-1063

m www.heritage-process.com % service@heritage-process.com

HERITAGE PROCESS

Service You Can Defend in Court.


https://www.heritage-process.com/
mailto:service%40heritage-process.com?subject=
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Judge Lee Haworth, 12" Circuit

CLICK HERETO
REGISTER

Free for MCBA Members

OCTOBER
2026

Luncheon
Meeting

Judging: 37 Years in
the 12" Circuit

CLE CREDIT APPROVED,
1 General Credit

Wednesday, October 28th, 2026

Manatee Performing Arts Center- Kiwanis Hall
11:30 Networking & Lunch, Noon Meeting Start

Join Judge Lee Haworth, for a fascinating, entertaining, and
unforgettable look back at 37 years on the bench in the 12th
Judicial Circuit.

From the characters who made their mark to the cases that
shaped the law, Judge Haworth will share stories from a
remarkable career and reflect on how the practice of law, and
the judiciary have evolved along the way.

Expect history, insight, a few surprises, and plenty of
anecdotes... maybe a surprise guest or two!

$35 for guests
SpedalThank.stDOur.An.nua.ISponsm
The Bank ° I ° SouthState Stethe @COGENT ‘Tu. sstminster LEEL
/| of Tampa (| '\ (CPL IUH S ANK— Bradenton L HLH

B.\mus WarkEr

H EI_IA§ TZ

HALE (¥ 11|
Law KONA '__L:‘i
ACCIBENT ATTORNES REALT imaging Bt ; __E_____
Harllee & Bald, EA. Legler Murphy MANATEE
H_)) Attorneys at Law E attaglia .. Fms I FES.“#A’#ILL
as ) Automotive

G{u IMES GALVANO

Srueie T, WILLIAMS, PA en'.von Law Group Cl-{;\[’]\,‘j_,-‘!‘_l}’“:\__!_i“i:{r A L[LJ'E
Tamey o Law s USRS AD CTATE AT

A

Najmy<AThompson


https://calendly.com/manateebar/october-2026-luncheon?month=2026-10
https://calendly.com/manateebar/october-2026-luncheon?month=2026-10
https://calendly.com/manateebar/october-2026-luncheon?month=2026-10
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Moving You Forward
Attorney & Law Firm Banking Solutions

Work with experienced bankers who understand
your unique needs—work directly with a dedicated
relationship manager who reviews your goals

and delivers financing solutions tailored
to you, your firm, and your clients.

Mikel Sharpe Lucky Durmaz Sherry Harris

SVP, Market President SVP, Commercial VP, Deposit Relationship Manager
Manatee & Sarasota Counties Relationship Manager Banking Center Lead
941.545.3982 757.955.0929 941.526.8529
msharpe@cogentbank.com ldurmaz@cogentbank.com sharris@cogentbank.com

Bradenton cogentbank.com

Banking Center
1001 Third Ave. W, Suite 100 ® @ O

EQUAL HOUSING

941.324.4037 LENDER

Bradenton, FL 34205 ‘ Member

FDIC



http://www.cogentbank.com
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DONNALUGAR

MEDIATIONS - AREBITRATIONS - FLORIDA

Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Florida Supreme Court Qualified Arbitrator

AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated by Martindale Hubbell
Full-Time Mediator for Nearly Two Decades

20-Year Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

Florida Bar Member since 1992

Book appointments
All sessions held virtually

Easy online payments

DONNA LUGAR, ESQ.

VIRTUAL MEDIATION, ARBITRATION, AND HYBI 5
PROCEEDINGS FOR CASES PENDING IN ANY C( @ JONNALUGAR.COM  ©  941.600.9431

Steele W illiams, Esquire
Legal Expertise You Can Rely On

Sarasota & Manatee County

My Florida law practice is focused on assisting
clients in the following areas of the law:
Civil Litigation ® Real Estate * Business Litigation
Securities Litigation ® Estate & Trust Litigation

27 years of trial experience in court and arbitration.

Referrals welcome, co-counsel business, commercial and
estate litigation cases regularly.

Very experienced with Florida Bar business and
contract jury instructions.

Board certified in business litigation over 10 years.

Steele Williams, Esquire
1381 Mc Ansh Square, Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 378-1800
Email: SteeleTWilliams@comcast.net
Website: www.sarasotalitigation.com

Member:
Sarasota County Bar Association
Manatee County Bar Association



https://donnalugar.com/
http://www.sarasotalitigation.com
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ruby

Win more clients
and save time with
the answering
solution trusted by
legal professionals

of all kinds.

Missed calls are missed opportunities.

That’s why many legal professionals rely on
Ruby, a live virtual receptionist service that
functions as an extension of the firm.

Why Ruby? Sign up at

) ruby.com/manatee
» 24/7 call answering

T,
« English and Spanish service El- "_:_-EIE
u .1

« Lead capture =

« Outbound call assistance
« Integrations with Clio, MyCase,
Zapier, and much more



https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
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BARNES WALKER

The Firm's Wills, Trusts and Estates atomeys handle matners relating e

*  Estate planning * Wills & Truse

* [Probate and trust administration *  Estase and gift tax planning

*  Homesoead tssucs *  Ebecrive share and surviving spous: nights

asota, and Holmes Beach

Your Expertise
BARMNES WALKER, GOETHE. SHEA & ROBINSON, PLL Caﬂ OPEI'I D‘OOI'S

Provide affordobile, short-term

wha need immediate guidancs,
and elevate cocess o justice

‘W o locing for mone ofhormarys wiho wish o porticipate! The progrom is cumen®y in o pre-launch
Prexan uil we gt @ con group of atfoenin engoged. Yous supoar i vial in Feiping L recch thet goal
Currenyiy, ordly e Alformay Regisination poge & octie on the webefe [Ghydow SR oomiaHomeys)

Onca this progeom kunches, oF wobsiie poges will b open o ng pubic

Cne-hour virtuol consultations lor 3125 SPONSORDS BY THE SARASOTA COUNTY LW LIBRARY
are offerad In five practice areas: SEND UESTIONS B0 INFORSTYLAWSRILCON

ShyisoSR0

representation for clients

Shybawish providics 20 sppartumity for Uhane in nbed of hegal sevvices in noa-crimissl
civil matters to sitaie 2 conuitation with 2 member of The Ferida Bar ot minimad pxpmaz.

When Clients Seek Resolution,
Attorneys Seek Chapman Mediation.

Your clients deserve the least stressful and most practical path to
resolution. John Chapman is an experienced, creative mediator who
brings patience, persistence and a passion for helping disputing parties
achieve common ground.

® 25 years as a Florida Board-Certified Business Litigation attorney

® 12 years as a Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil mediator
® Florida Supreme Court Approved Arbitrator

® FINRA Dispute Resolution Arbitrator

Let my experience and know-how resolve your
client’s civil dispute, via Zoom or in person at
your office or mine.

CHAPMAN MEDIATION

BUSINESS AND ESTATE MEDIATION

1515 Ringling Blvd, Suite 870 Office: (941) 404-4616 | Jchapman@johnchapmanlaw.com
| Book your mediation online at: ChapmanMediation.com

Sarasota, FL 34236 Fax: (941) 404-4605



mailto:Jchapman%40johnchapmanlaw.com?subject=
http://ChapmanMediation.com
mailto:SkylawSRQ.com/attorneys?subject=
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Ly Legler Murphy
B Battaglia,m?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

(2

wm» WIN 2094 WIN. 2095 WINNER
2022 WIN 2023 WINi 2024 WIN: 2025

Voted Personal Injury Law
in a Row!
AREAS OF SERVICE
- Personal Injury - Slip and Fall
- Workers Compensation . Premises Liability
» Car Accidents « Medical Benefits
«Truck Accidents - Wage Loss
- Motorcycle Accidents « Permanent Total Disability

KENNEDY LEGLER ALYSON BATTAGLIA EDWARD MURPHY

Other attorneys in our community trust us with
their clients’ injury cases.

We hope you will too!

941-748-5599 | allinjurieslaw.com
2411 Manatee Avenue West Bradenton, FL. 34205

We pay fees in accordance with The Florida Bar rules.



http://allinjurieslaw.com
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Proud Sponsor of the MCBA!

DYE HARRISON KNOWLES HAMRICK
KIRKLAND PRATT DEPAOLA & JOHNSON, PLLC

www.dyeharrison.com

Real Estate  Probate & Trust Administration Business, Corporate & Commercial
Estate Planning  Civil Litigation Zoning, Land Use & Environmental
Eminent Domain  City, County & Local Government

Let's Start Banking
Forward Together.

Our goal has always been to help meet
yours. Today, we're here for you in more
ways than ever. With more locations,
more services, and more expertise to
help wherever life takes you.

This is banking at its best.
This is Banking Forward.

Regional President  Premier Private Banker Area Executive

S SouthState = o

941.306.0100 SouthStateBank.com Member FDIC.



http://www.dyeharrison.com
http://wwwSouthStateBank.com
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FROM SAINT STEPHEN'S

T0 SPACEX
NATALIE HASCHEK cLass o 2013

SPACCcE>

“The faculty at Saint
Stephen’s had a profound
impact on my learning

and development. | will be
forever grateful for their
wisdom and guidance that
helped instill in me a sense
of curiosity about the world.”

- Natalie Haschek
SpaceX International
Accounting Manager

Scan the

QR Code To
schedule a ,
campus tour.

o ® L

€HS ‘ 31541stStreetWest BradentoL FL34 09 - ANWWSalntstephensorg, =

plscopal School

! L3 . el - —. _ —



http://www.saintstephens.org
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Member FDIC

Bryan Boudreaux Edyta Votour
Senior Vice President Vice President
Manatee Market Director Private Relationship Manager

"I

Trusted by legal minds.

Since 1984, The Bank of Tampa has been a trusted financial
partner to the legal community, proudly supporting more than
500 law firms and attorneys in growing their practices and
planning for long-term financial success.

== 10650 BOARDWALK LOOP | LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202

Ml‘ﬂift CARRIE

THE rausical

SOPHISTICATED
BU FFOONERV

. Cody Byrns Live: .
Arsenic and Old Lace A Niyghty of Magic Carrie

Sept 3th — 20th Sept 26th - 7 pm Oct 15th - Nov 1st

M A N ATEE ManateePerformingArtsCenter.com
5 iRTee 502 Third Avenue W | Bradenton
B a0 CENILR Box Office (941) 748-5875

Artistic Inspiration for Everyone
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Save The Pale

Celebrate the season with joy,
_* music, and magic!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

DECEMBER 4TH AT 530 Pfi
<4~ DETAIS (OMING SOON:
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Life Plan Community in Bradenton with two
great locations

T v UL | N =
THE MANOR THE POINT PLEASANT
NEIGHBORHOOD NEIGHBORHOOD
1700 21st Avenue West « Bradenton, FL 1533 4th Avenue West « Bradenton, FL

Feel confident in referring your clients to our trusted Life Plan Community
in Bradenton with two great locations. They’ll love the active, maintenance-
free lifestyle, great services and amenities, and the assurance of a plan for the
future with our not-for-profit faith-based family, like:

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining « A full continuum of healthcare
« Housekeeping services right on campus
« Fitness center « And more!

 Outpatient therapy services —
physical, occupational and speech (/] ( 941) 368-3518 tod ay
> to learn more or to schedule a
Westminster personal tour!

Bradenton
WestminsterBradentonFL.org

‘EQUAL HoUSI

NG
OPPORTUNITY
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PROFESSIONALISM * FELLOWSHIP * SERVICE

2026-2027 OFFICERS

President:.........c.ccoovvveveiiennennne, Daniel VanEtten, Esq. .............. Blalock Walters, P.A.

President Elect: ..........ccccuveeen. Joseph B. Battaglia, Esq.......... Battaglia Law, PLLC

NIST6 (51 721 o OSSR Brian A. Iten, Esq. ................... Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer: ......ccocveeeevveeeevieeeenne, Kari Martin, Esq...................... Najmy Thompson

2026-2027 DIRECTORS

Hon. Robert Farrance (Ret.)............c..ccoeevveveveecnnnne.. 12th Judicial Circuit

Aaron B. Crittenden, ESq. .............ccccoovveveeecrenaannaannn. Harllee & Bald, P.A.

Steele T. Williams, ESq. ........ccccooeeuveeecieeaiiianiiieeiieanns Steele T. Williams, P.A.

Dustin S. Wagner, ESq. ...........cococeeioeiiiiiiaiiiieeeee, Lightning Law PLLC

Chad Manausa, ESq. ..........ccccccooeeviveiiniiiaeiiiieeieeenn, Grimes Galvano

Faith Brown, ESq. ........ccocoooiiviiiiiiiieiieeeee e Faith Z. Brown, Esq.

YLD PRESIDENT:

Tyler A. Dixon, ESq. .........ccooeeveviiiiiiiiiiieeciieeeieee, The Law Offices of Tyler A. Dixon, Esq.
IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:

James E. Lynch, ESq. ........cccccoooovviiiiiiiiiaiiieiieeen Harllee & Bald, P.A.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or

opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Advertising
In the Inter Alia

If you are interested in advertising in the
Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at
(941) 741-4091 or at
MCBA @ManateeBar.com
Payment is expected at time of publication.
Checks may be made payable to
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL. 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091
Email: MCBA @manateebar.com
Executive Director: Layout & Design:
Graceann Frederico On Trac Publishing
E-mail: MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003

County Bar Association, is published 8 months annually and is

Ad rates are as follows: circulated electronically to local attorneys, judges and law office
Bus. card $40 members/$45 non members staff. Issues are later posted to the association website: www.
1/4 page $60 members/$70 non members manateebar.com. Rates shown are for one issue. Discounts
1/2 page $90 members/$100 non members apply to multiple issues on a prepaid basis. Ads should be

Full page $150 members/$175 non members submitted as high resolution pdf files. Deadline for submission:
First of the month.

EBlast

Will Search  $30 members/$40 non members For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive

Job Posting* $30 members/$40 non members Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcha@manateebar.com. For

*Job posting includes listing on ad specifics or variations, contact: Valerie at On Trac Publishing:

www.manateebar.com Valerie@ontracnewsletters.com.

Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee
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