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WE FIGHT LIKE HALE H HALE LAW

FOR OUR CLIENTS ACCIDENT ATTORNEYS

We’'re proud to serve as a trusted referral partner for fellow
attorneys—and we handle every referral with integrity,
transparency, and the personal attention your client
deserves.

=4
A=)

You can count on.HaIe our dedicated ref | Easy case updates with
Law for easy and timely ur aedicated rererra our state-of-the-art

payouts of referral fees; coordinat(?r hgndles all software to keep you
we proudly paid over communications and informed on your case's
$250,000 in referral fees! updates for you. progress.

v $1,809,999.99  $950,000.00
v’ $1,650,000.00 v $850,000.00
@ HALELAW.COM Call us 24/7 1-800-800-1414


http://www.halelaw.com
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As the holiday season approaches, it’s a time for gratitude, reflection
and giving back. For many families in Manatee County, this time of
year can be particularly challenging, particularly as many families
continue to recover from the lasting impacts of last year’s hurricane
season. As members of the legal community in Manatee County,
we have the opportunity to help make a difference.

Whether through financial donations, food drives, gift donations,
volunteering, or providing professional services, there are
numerous ways to give back to our local community during the
holidays. Many times, we want to help but do not know where to
start or are just unaware of the multiple ways we can give back.
Hopefully the information in this article can help point you in
the right direction. Below are several charitable organizations in
Manatee County that welcome community support, particularly
during the months of November and December.

1. Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee
How to Help:

* Donate non-perishable food items
 Volunteer at the food warehouse or during mobile pantry
distributions
* Make monetary donations to help provide meals to families
in need
Website: mealsonwheelsplus.org

The Young Lawyers Division of the Manatee County Bar
Association will be participating in this year’s holiday food drive
and providing a convenient way for all of us to participate and
contribute. Donation buckets will be placed at the following local
law firms starting in November for easy drop-off:

* Najmy Thompson, PL at 1401 8th Ave. W.,
Bradenton, FL 34205

e Heintz Law at 905 6th Ave. W., Bradenton, FL 34205

» Hale Law at 2803 Fruitville Rd., Suite 240,
Sarasota, FL 34237

* Battaglia Law at ComCenter, 9040 Town Center Parkway,
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

"TIS THE SEASON:
Opportunites For Lawyers To Give Back

By Kari L. Martin, MCBA Director

2. The Salvation Army of Manatee County
How to Help:

» Angel Tree Program- support their Angel Tree program by
donating gifts for children

* Holiday Food Baskets

+ Gift sorting and distribution

+ Bell ringing at donation stations

* Serving meals to individuals and families in need

Website: brandenton.salvationarmyflorida.org

3. HOPE Family Services
How to Help:

* Donate gift cards, toys, and household items for survivors of
domestic violence transitioning to safety

* Sponsor a family during the holidays

* Provide pro bono legal assistance to survivors

Website: https://www.hopefamilyservice.org/

5. Manatee Children’s Services (MCS)

How To Help:

* Sponsor a child’s wish list or purchase gifts from a
child’s Amazon wish list. MCS is accepting sponsors
through December 12, 2025. For more information on
how to become a sponsor and making a child’s holiday
dreams come true, you can email holidayproject@mcsfl.com
or call 941-345-1200

* Make a monetary donation to the Holiday project 2025

* Donate toys, games, or books

* Volunteer for holiday gift wrapping or events

Website: manateechildrensservices.com

6. Flight to the North Pole

Flight to the North Pole is a local nonprofit that creates magical
holiday experiences for terminally ill children and their families
in the community. The organization hosts an annual event with
the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office where children are “flown”
to the North Pole to meet Santa, enjoy gifts, entertainment, and
make lasting memories.

Continued on page 5


https://mealsonwheelsplus.org
https://bradenton.salvationarmyflorida.org
https://www.hopefamilyservice.org/
https://www.manateechildrensservices.com
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Non Perishable Items needed:

CANNED VEGETABLES
. BABYCEREAL & FORMULA
; CANNED FRUITS, MAC ‘N’ CHEESE
- PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY
'BOXEDRICE, BOXED PASTA

M-F, November
3rd -20t

’dﬁr o) Drop-off locations:

Najimy Thompson, 1401 - 8th Avenue W., E
| mmm 905-6th Ave W., Brag
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'Tis The Season continued from page 1

CAN YOU ASSISTIN How to Help:
FINDING A WILL FOR « Sponsor a child or family for the event

* Donate new toys or gift cards

H * Contribute financially to help cover event and travel costs
Da ryu' c ra Ig DOWty * Volunteer at the event to help with logistics, setup, and hospitality

Last Known Street Address: Website: flighttothenorthpole.org
10301 Waterbird Way
City/Town: Bradenton, FL 34209 The Joy of Giving Together

Organizing a donation drive within your office or setting aside
time for team volunteerism with your colleagues does more than

Date of Birth: 12/13/1947

Date of Death: 9/2/2025 support those in need—it brings people together. As we all know,

the holiday season can often be hectic. Coming together with

Date of Birth: 3/21/1939 colleagues to give back can offer a moment of calm amidst the

Date of Death: 7/20/2025 holiday rush, while renewing a sense of purpose a.nd st.rengthening

bonds among colleagues. The experience often brings just as much

Originally from Somerset, MA. Coast Guard veteran. Former joy to those who give as to those who receive, offering a chance to
electrical engineer & professor at Central Connecticut State see the direct impact of your contributions and step away from the

University. Former resident of Middletown, CT. Wife is Nancy day-to-day demands of legal practice.
Dowty. Two sons, Timothy and Kevin Dowty. Grandchildren:
Andrew Roy, Lindsay Dowty, Spencer Dowty, & Connor Why Our Participation Matters
Dowty. Congregant at Episcopal Church of the Annunciation

: As members of the legal profession, we are in a unique position
in Holmes Beach, FL.

of leadership in our community. Giving back to the community

Name and Contact Information not only supports those in need but also strengthens our legal

for Our Members to Contact: community’s connection to the people we serve. Many of these
organizations also welcome pro bono legal services, so your time

Lindsay Dowty: (860) 884-1152 / Idowty17055@gmail.com and expertise can have a powerful impact beyond traditional

volunteering.

Timothy Dowty: (860) 301-9626 / sgtdowty@gmail.com
The holidays offer us the perfect reminder that small acts of
kindness can lead to lasting impact. Whether through time or
donations, your support and contributions can bring comfort and
joy to someone in need.

Kristin Dowty: (860) 301-6535 / kristindowty@gmail.com

Happy Holidays!

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are
solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or
opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

* * * * * Special Thanks to Our Annual Sponsors
I'l'l"" ’éﬁ_"‘.'ﬂ*hl minster "'.‘lﬁlﬁl !?1 IS
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Y THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER GREAT EVENT! ¥

Tasting Notes:

Hints of sharp wit, refined judgment, and unforgettable stories.
Balanced with equal parts charm, charisma, and courtroom flair.
Best Served With:

Good friends 1! Heavy hors d’'oeuvres
il A dash of nostalgia
B And just a splash of professional gossip

Winemaker's Notes:

Only the finest attorneys, aged 50 years or more,
hand-selected for depth, character, and legendary appeal.

Enjoy responsibly — laughter may cause wrinkles.
I_I HALE
1 LAW

ACCIDENT ATTORNEYS
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MCBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Wed., November 12,2025........... MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Thur., November 20, 2025........... Young Lawyers Event @ Harllee & Bald

Wed., December 3, 2025..................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Fri., December5, 2025.. eeeeerseaeeaessssnesans MCBA Holiday Party
Wed., December 10, 2025............ MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., January 7,2026 ........................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Thur., January 8, 2026.. reeeerseaseresnsenesan (LE: Estate Planning,

Probate & Guardianship w/Judge Moreland
Wed., January 14,2026 ............... MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., January 28,2026 ................cccoocerurrrnrrrene. Membership Luncheon
Wed., February 4, 2026.................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., February 11,2026 ............. MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., February 25,2026 ...............cccccccoourrerrrrrnennes Java with the Judges
................................................................................. Membership Luncheon
Wed., March 4, 2026............................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., March 11, 2026................... MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., March 25, 2026..................cccccooverrererrrennene Membership Luncheon
Wed., April 1,2026........................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., April 8,2026....................... MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Fri., May 1,2026 .............cccooecveomecenrerernrnecerinecenns Annual Beach Social
Wed., May 6, 2026 ................cccooccoenne.. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Fri.,, May 8,2026 ....................cccoeucuunne. 12th Circuit Bench Bar Conference
Wed., May 27,2026...................cooerernenn. Law Day Membership Luncheon
Wed., June3,2026...............cccooeee MCBA Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., June 10,2026..................... MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting
Wed., June 24, 2026................................ Annual Membership Luncheon

*dates are subject to change
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Your Local, Family-Owned Dearersh:p Since 1953
W/

Welesme Uew Membens

Nicholas Bedy, Esq.
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2022
Firm/Office: Legler, Murphy & Battaglia, LLP
Area(s) of Practice: Personal Injury, Product Liability

Nicholas M. Edwards, Esq.
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: State Attorney’s Office
Area(s) of Practice: Criminal

Elizabeth Campbell, Esq
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: Harllee & Bald, PA
Area(s) of Practice: Civil Litigation, Trusts & Estates,
Appellate Practice

Kaitlyn H. Ford, Esq.

Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: Blalock Walters, PA
Area(s) of Practice: Commercial Litigation,
Civil Litigation, Litigation/Trial Advocacy

Jason L. McCosby, Esq.
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2023
Firm/Office: Blalock Walters, PA
Area(s) of Practice: Estate Planning, Corporate

Ryan D. Opitz, Esq.
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: Icard Merrill
Area(s) of Practice: Probate & Trust Litigation,
Estate Planning, Business & Taxation

Taylor M. Uselton, Esq.
Stetson University College of Law
Date Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office: Blalock Walters, Pa
Area(s) of Practice: Estate Planning, Tax, Business

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page
on our website at
www.manateebar.com



http://www.manateebar.com
http://firkins.com
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BEYOND THE BAR

EVENT FOR
YOUNG LAWYERS

Thurs., Nov 20th

5-7:00PM

Enjoy an evening networking with experienced attorneys and
members of the 12" Circuit Judiciary.
Learn how to get involved and advance your career.

Cocktails, wine, beer and appetizers

Location
Harllee & Bald, 202 Main St.

Bradenton

CLICKHERETO

RSVP



https://calendly.com/manateebar/young-lawyers-beyond-the-bar?month=2025-11
https://calendly.com/manateebar/young-lawyers-beyond-the-bar?month=2025-11
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Updates and Insights from the Manatee County Appraiser’s Office

Our recent Continuing Legal Education (CLE) session featured
Scott Tussing, CFE and Patricia McClintock from the Manatee
County Appraiser’'s Office, providing attendees with timely
updates and practical guidance on property tax matters. Scott
is the Director of Public Service & Exemptions at the Manatee
County Property Appraiser’s Office.

Scott shared valuable insights into the latest developments in
property assessment, highlighted key exemptions available
to homeowners and businesses, and discussed best practices
for navigating the appraisal process. His expertise offered
attendees a clear understanding of both routine procedures
and more complex appraisal scenarios that often arise in legal
practice.

Participants walked away equipped with actionable knowledge
to better advise clients, identify potential savings, and ensure
compliance with the latest appraisal regulations. The session
fostered meaningful discussion and provided a platform for
attorneys to ask questions directly to the Manatee County
Appraiser’s Office.

We thank Scott Tussing, Patricia McClintock and the Manatee
County Appraiser’'s Office for their time and dedication in
helping our members stay informed and prepared in this critical
area of law. Special thanks to Jeff Goethe and Whitney Glaser,
Co-Chairs of the MCBA Estate, Guardianship & Probate Section
for their leadership.

=
-

Pictured from the Manatee County Appraiser s Office,
Patricia McClintock and Scott Tussing with MCBA Director Joe Battaglia
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HEINTZ LAW

A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims

941. 748.2916 » HEINTZLAW.COM

We welcome personal
injury case referrals.
Please look into the

qualifications, credentials
and experience of any firm
before you make a referral.

Se habla Espafiol

All of the awards above that our firm has attained are
non-tested. Board certification is significantly more
difficult to achieve than any of the above.

Steven Heintz is in the less than 1% of Florida lawyers that are
board certified by the Florida Bar. Less than 1/2 of 1% are board
certified by the National Board. Steve is certified by the National

Board of Trial Advocacy

cmL TRIAL
Certified Lawyers

Martindale-Hubbell®

QS Super Lawyers (@)\EEIEEES

#Prufnln:mal Excedience Plﬂf!l‘llﬂﬂl| Achervement



http://www.heintzlaw.com
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Celebrating Experience: Qur Vintage Attorney Party

Our recent Vintage Attorney Party brought together attorneys over the age of 50 for an evening of
fun, food, and fellowship. The event celebrated the wisdom, experience, and camaraderie that our
seasoned legal professionals bring to the community.

Guests enjoyed a relaxed and lively atmosphere, complete with delicious food, drinks, and engaging
conversation. The gathering provided an opportunity to connect with colleagues, share stories from
years of practice, and simply enjoy each other’s company outside of the courtroom and office.

The event was catered by Curated Catering & Events and hosted by our friends at the Dye Harrison
Knowles firm. Special event sponsor was Hale Law at the Golden Gavel level.

We thank everyone who joined us for making the evening memorable, and we look forward to more
opportunities to celebrate the incredible attorneys who have shaped our profession.

»
-~
-
g
I
»
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Say goodbye
to voicemail.
Say hello to Ruby!

Your callers deserve the best.

Make their day and win their business
with Ruby. We're on a mission to turn
every call into a real connection.

Our friendly, professional receptionists
are ready to answer your phone, save
you time, and capture opportunities.

Why Ruby?

» 24/7 call handling in English
and Spanish

« Integrations with Clio, MyCase,
Rocket Matter, and more

» Customizable scheduling, payment
collection, lead intake, and forms

« Easy-to-use mobile app

Manatee County Bar Association
members can get an exclusive discount
on Ruby with promo code MANATEE!

www.ruby.com/
manatee

1ruby


https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-holiday-party2025
https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-holiday-party2025
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LUTZ, BOBO! "\ TELFAIR

TRIA LAWY ERS

BRADENTON | SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | TALLAHASSEE

PERSONAL INJURY
COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

15 lawyers with over 350 years of

collective legal experience

REFERRALS & ASSOCIATIONS
WELCOME

Ay PREEMINENT Kifacebook. Avvo 10.0 5STR
e L L L o A h Rating L—)""‘""" X 5.’!,"55 4

@ CHARLES W. TELFAIR, IV PAST MCBA PRESIDENT

\\ (941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM



https://lbtlaw.com
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lJCID CARDS! NOW IS THE TIME!

It's time to APPLY or RENEW
your JCID Cards! Please read the
following from the 12th Circuit
and don't delay, or you'll have to
wait until next year.

il &

From the 12th Circuit:

The Twelfth Judicial Circuit’s Judicial Center Identification
(JCID) card application period begins this Wednesday,
October 1. Administrative Order 2025-03a.2, provides that
when feasible and practical, during times of high volume,
judicial security at the Manatee County Judicial Center and
the Silvertooth Judicial Center will open dedicated, expedited
screening lines for attorneys displaying a current JCID card.
Attorneys presenting the JCID card will not have to remove
shoes or belts when going through the expedited screening
line**. All other personal belongings must be screened for
security purposes. The application period for the JCID card
runs October 1 through November 30, each year.

Attorneys can visit the Twelfth Judicial Circuit’s JCID
application page from October 1 through November 30, to
submittheir application and associated fee. The application

fee for the JCID card, which is waived for government
attorneys*, is $25 each year. The fee for a replacement
card is S10; this fee will not be waived. The application
and all fees must be submitted online. Attorneys should
attach a headshot to their application. Photos can also
be taken in Court Administration’s office in the Manatee
and Silvertooth Judicial Centers. However, this may delay
receipt of the JCID card.

Attorneys who miss this application period cannot apply
again until next October. Questions about the JCID card
or the status of an application may be submitted to Court
Administration in Sarasota at 941-861-7800.

*Government attorneys include SAO, PD, AGO, ORC, GAL,
DCF, county attorneys, city attorneys, clerk’s office attorneys,
attorneys employed by LEOS, etc. The government employer
must be listed on the applicant’s Florida Bar profile to qualify
for the fee waiver.

**The Sarasota County Sheriff's Office currently allows
attorneys presenting their JCID card at the South County
Courthouse to leave their belt on when going through
security screening.

Free Clerk Services For Veterans!

The Manatee Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller will

The offer includes certified copies of official documents.

honor veterans and active-duty military personnel throughout
November with complimentary copies, passport photos, and
notary services in recognition of Veterans Day.

"Offering these complimentary services to the men and women
who served and still serve this great nation to protect the values
we hold dear is an honor," said Angel Colonneso, Clerk of the
Circuit Court & Comptroller for Manatee County. "It is a small
token of our appreciation for their sacrifice and service."

The complimentary services are available November 1-30,
2025.To access these services, veterans and active-duty military
personnel must present a valid military ID or DD214 form.

This offer does not apply to e-certify services.

For more information, contact the Clerk & Comptroller's office
at (941) 749-1800.



https://jud12.flcourts.org/Documents/Administrative-Orders/Administrative-Order-Viewer/aid/676
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Attorney/JCID-Application
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Attorney/JCID-Application
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= The Clerk’s
7/ SHRED DAY

Hosted by the Manatee Clerk of thé Circuit Court & Comptroller )

]

A FREE PERSONAL DOCUMENT DRIVE-THRU SHREDDING EVENT!

Plus hard drive destruction!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2025
9 AM - 11 AM

(Or until the shred truck reaches capacity, which ever comes first.)

Manatee Technical College
6305 SR 70 E, Bradenton, FL

&/ WHAT TO BRING [/ NOT ACCEPTED

Up to TWO (2) Bankers Box size (12" x Electronics of any kind

10" x 15") worth of personal documents Business or commercial shredding

Any container is fine. Ex. Bags, plastic Wet/damp or previously wet paper
totes, copy paper boxes, etc. Binders or plastic folders

Paper clips, staples, rubber bands, labels,
and file tabs do not need to be removed.

PLEASE DO NOT TAPE BOXES OR KNOT BAGS.

Scan QR code or visit
www.ManateeClerk.com
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Legal Aid Corner

By Annie Breitinger, Esq., Legal Aid of Manasota

The Fourteenth Amendment enshrines the guarantee of
equal protection under the law—a bedrock principle of the
American legal system. The familiar image of a blindfolded
Lady Justice embodies this ideal, symbolizing impartiality
under the legal system.

Yet, practicing attorneys recognize how aspirational this image
can be in the concept of access to justice. Most of us would
identify economic disparity as a significant impediment to
genuine equality before the law. While financial limitations
undeniably play a central role, many other, less visible barriers
can thwart an individual’s ability to secure meaningful access
to justice:

Technology and Digital Literacy - As legal processes
increasingly migrate online, those without adequate training
or comfort with technology—often older adults or individuals
lacking digital access—are left behind. For someone
overwhelmed by the simple task of uploading a PDF bank
statement, the will to persist can quickly fade.

Geographiclsolation - In rural communities, legal counsel and
aid services may be scarce,and the sheerdistance to courthouses
or attorneys’ offices can become an insurmountable obstacle.

Social Stigma — Many hesitate to seek help, out of pride or the
mistaken belief that legal aid “isn’t for people like them!”

Lack of Awareness — Too many residents are unaware that
free or low-cost legal assistance exists or how to find pro bono
representation.

Health Challenges - Chronic illness, mounting medical bills,
and frequent appointments sap the physical and mental energy
needed to pursue a legal remedy.

Childcare Responsibilities — Parents balancing young children
with multiple attorney meetings and court dates often find the
burden overwhelming.

Work Obligations - Wage workers often lack the flexibility
to leave work, as needed, to attend to legal matters without
risking their employment.

Legal Aid of Manasota collaborates with numerous partner
agencies in Manatee and Sarasota counties to confront these
multifaceted barriers. Still, our ability to provide competent legal
representation depends on one indispensable resource: you.

If you are interested in joining our ranks of volunteer attorneys,
please email me at AnnieB@legalaidofmanasota.org or visit our
website at legalaidofmanasota.org

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions

of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Wishing you and your family health, happiness,
peace and prosperity this Christmas and in the
coming New Year.



mailto:AnnieB%40legalaidofmanasota.org?subject=
http://legalaidofmanasota.org
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Free CLE

Presented by Legal Aid of Manasota

Sealing & Expunging

Giving Clients a Fresh Start ¥

/
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Friday November 7, 2025
Noon—1:00 PM

Speaker: Mark Zimmerman, Esq.

Learn about eligibility
requirements, step-by-step
procedures, and the significant

impact these remedies can have

on clients’ lives.

online class

1 hour General CLE credit approvea tinvurl.com/SECLE

Registration is free but we ask that you use your training to give back—by
taking a pro bono case and making a difference in someone’s life.


https://form.jotform.com/252815678683169
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ATTENTION YOUNG LAWYERS!
You're Invited to Our YLD Meeting on Zoom!

At our upcoming Young Lawyers Division Board of Directors meeting, any young
lawyers within the MCBA, who are interested in serving on the YLD Board of Directors,
are encouraged to attend!

The meeting will be held on Zoom with login credentials below.
We will be voting on two new members, possibly more:

William Galvano
Elizabeth Campbell
YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE!

Join us, and find out why we are THE BEST Young Lawyers Division around!
(That's what we hear from our "Big Board" and Executive Director, anyway....)

Attend the meeting at Noon on Wednesday, November 12th on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81230550053?pwd=hpbuQVHg2jaéw51F4ZaHJdZXFMvbQa.1

KESSLER

SPINE & REHAB

AUTO INJURY & SPORTS
PERFORMANCE INSTITUTE

941.877.0317

CHIRO | PT | BALANCE | REHAB
Trusted by Athletes, Built for Recovery

1

MEET THE BOCTORS

s

Join Now



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81230550053?pwd=hpbuQVHg2ja6w51F4ZaHJdZXFMvbQa.1
http://www.manateebar.com
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BENCH BAR

CONFERENCE
2026

CHANGINGTIDES

HOW Al AND THE NEW RULES ARE
RESHAPING THE LEGAL PROFESSION
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October 2025: An Inspiring Luncheon with
Attorney Pat Reilly and Joe Petito

"You could've heard a pin drop”
“I could've listened all day long”

Those are just two quotes from guests who attended our
October 29th Membership Luncheon. Our recent luncheon
brought together members of the legal and business
community for an extraordinary and deeply meaningful
program featuring Attorney Pat Reilly and Joe Petito,
father of Gabby Petito and co-founder of the Gabby Petito
Foundation.

Attorney Reilly, who represented the Petito family in their civil
case, offered a thoughtful discussion on advocacy, victims’
rights, and the importance of using the law as a tool for justice
and healing. His remarks highlighted the power of compassion
within the legal profession and reminded attendees that
attorneys can make a profound difference in the lives of those
they serve.

Joe Petito shared his family’s powerful story and the mission
behind the Gabby Petito Foundation, which works to raise
awareness about domestic violence and support organizations
that help victims and their families. His words were both
emotional and inspiring, challenging everyone in attendance
to recognize the role each of us can play in preventing violence
and supporting those in crisis.

The conversation between Reilly and Petito offered a rare
combination of legal insight and personal courage — a
reminder that justice is not just a professional pursuit, but a
deeply human one.

We are grateful to both Pat Reilly and Joe Petito for sharing
their experiences, their advocacy, and their call to action. Their
message continues to resonate with all who attended, inspiring
us to lead with empathy, integrity, and purpose in our work and
in our communities.

Photo top right: Joe Petito, MCBA Director Joe Battaglia, Pat Reilly, MCBA Past President Aaron Crittenden, MCBA Treasurer
Brandon Robinson, MCBA Director Kari Martin and MCBA President James Lynch

Photo bottom right: Attorney Pat Reilly

Photo bottom center: Joe Petito, father of Gabby Petito
Photo bottom lefi: MCBA President Elect Dan Van Etten
Photo center left: MCBA President James Lynch and St. Stephen's Head of School Peter Kraft
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PRESS RELEASE

SECOND DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL
JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION
DISTRICT COURT VACANCY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 22, 2025

CONTACT: Eliot B. Peace, Chair
2d DCA Judicial Nominating Commission
864-980-7351
Eliot.peace(@gd-ots.com

TAMPA - Governor Ron DeSantis has asked the Second District Judicial Nominating Commission to
provide him with names of highly qualified nominees for one vacancy on the Second District Court of
Appeal created by the resignation of Judge Anne Leigh Gaylord Moe.

The Commission requests that interested candidates submit an application for consideration. Applicants
must meet the qualifications for district court judges described in Article V, Section 8 of the Florida
Constitution.

Applicants must submit two copies, one unredacted and one redacted, via email no later than November
21, 2025, at 4:00 PM. Personal information not subject to public disclosure—such as the social security
number—shall be redacted as permitted by Section 119.071 of the Florida Statutes.

Applications must be emailed in .PDF format to BOTH the following individuals:
Eliot Peace at eliot.peace(@gd-ots.com AND Ryan Owen at ryan.owen(@arlaw.com

Upon receipt of the application, the applicant will receive an email response acknowledging receipt.
If an applicant does not receive such an acknowledgement, the applicant should contact Eliot Peace,
Chair of the Second District Judicial Nominating Commission, at 864-980-7351 to verify receipt of
the application.

Untimely applications will not be considered.

The filename for .pdf applications should be as follows “LASTNAME FIRSTNAME District Application
(redacted /unredacted).”

Applications may be downloaded from the Florida Bar’s website at www.flabar.org and the Office of the
Governor at www.flgov.com. Applicants should include a recent photograph.

NOTE TO APPLICANTS: To assist the Judicial Nominating Commission in its review of applications,
all questions must be fully and completely answered. Applications must include current contact
information, including e-mail addresses, for judges, co-counsel, opposing counsel, and references to
facilitate the background investigation that will be conducted by the members of the Commission.

Following the close of the application period, the Commission will convene to discuss scheduling
interviews of the most qualified applicants. The Commission will publish an additional notice at that time
containing the names of the applicants, the date of applicant interviews, and information for any member
of the public who wishes to attend the public portion of that meeting.
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The Members of the Second District Court of Appeal Judicial Nominating Commission are:

Eliot B. Peace, (Chair)

General Dynamics Ordnance and Tactical Systems
100 Carillon Parkway

St. Petersburg, FL 33716

727-578-8279 (office)

864-980-7351 (cell)

eliot.peace(@gd-ots.com

Alex Caballero

Sessums Black, P.A.

307 S. Magnolia Ave.
Tampa, FL 33606
813-251-9200 (office)
813-380-6064 (cell)
Alex@sessumsblack.com

E. Tyler Cathey

Ally Capital Group

1211 North Westshore Boulevard, Suite 800
Tampa, FL 33607

813-839-7300
tcathey(@allycapitalgroup.com

Hunter Chamberlin

Chamberlin Law Firm, PA

3630 W Kennedy Blvd

Tampa, FL 33609
813-444-4777 (office)
305-479-4943 (cell)
Hunter(@chamberlinlawfirm.com

Todd A. Jennings

Macfarlane, Ferguson & McMullen, P.A.
625 Court Street, Suite 200

Clearwater, Florida 33756

727-444-1410

taj@macfar.com

Chad Mizelle
863-712-1833
Chadmizelle87@gmail.com

Ryan W. Owen

Adams & Reese, LLP

2001 Siesta Drive, Suite 302
Sarasota, FL 34239
941-316-7640 (office)
ryan.owen@arlaw.com

Joshua C. Webb

Hill Ward Henderson

101 E. Kennedy Blvd., Suite 3700
Tampa, FL 33602

(813) 222-3165 (office)
Joshua.webb@hwhlaw.com

Lara Tibbals

Tibbals Mediation, LLC

4030 Henderson Blvd., Suite 590
Tampa, FL 33629

813-334-3315 (cell)
lara@tibbalsmediation.com
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Morgan Stanley

Because you support so many we
are honored to support you.

The Milestone Financial Group at Morgan Stanley
01 Manatee Ave W, Suite 1110
n, FL 34205

Hotel Alabama: Tributes to
the Eagles and Alabama

THE HIT BROAGWLY MUGHAL

November 11th Disney’s Frozen A Calyp-Soul Christmas
2pm & 7pm December 4th — 14th December 17th - 7:30 pm

‘ ManateePerformingArtsCenter.com
MANATEE 502 Third Avenue W | Bradenton

A R Box Office (941) 748-5875



https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com
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FROM SAINT STEPHEN'S
T0 LOCKHEED MARTIN

“Saint Stephen’s was the foundation that enabled me to
effectively take on life's future academic encounters.”

- Dr. Sharif Hassan, Lockheed Martin Director of Intelligence,
Readiness & Response

Saint @ = “ v o1 O\ i ‘
SteEthen’s | 315 41st Street West - Bradenton, FL 34209 - www.saintstephens.org 7 \ Vv .

piscopal School

Hanukkah



http://www.saintstephens.org
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Jesse R. Butler
DG Board Certified in Business Litigation
& Appellate Law

DICKINSON & GIBBONS, PA.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

(941) 366-4680 | dglawyers.com

Appeals | Legal Malpractice

* Board certified in both business litigation and appellate
ractice, bringing experience, expertise, and reputation to
ear in a wide variety of complex cases.

-

25% referral fee upon the successful conclusion of legal
malpractice matters referred in accordance with the
Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.

Super Lawyers

MRl STARD

Proud Sponsor of the MCBA!

DYE HARRISON KNOWLES
KIRKLAND PRATT & DEPAOLA, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Established 1920 www.dyecharrison.com

Real Estate  Probate & Trust Administration Business, Corporate & Commercial
Estate Planning  Civil Litigation Zoning, Land Use & Environmental
Eminent Domain  City, County & Local Government


http://www.dyeharrison.com
http://dglawyers.com
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{ BARNES WALKER

AN

Najmy
BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, PERRON, SHEA & JOHNSON, PLLC

Thompson { IN 11"

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

SPECIALIZING IN: Estate Planning, Probate,

Trust and Estate Administration, Business and
Corporation Law, Taxation Law, Condominium Law,
Homeowner Association Law, Planning, Land Use and
Zoning, Real Estate Law, Litigation Practice Areas

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. Kevin M. Collver, Esq.

Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates LL.M., Taxation, University of Florida

WE MEAN BUSINESS

%k Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
/A

Stephen W. Thompson, Esq.
Caroline M. Tschida, Esq. Andrew L. Clark, Esq. Louis I. Naimv. Es
OFFICES IN ouis J. Najmy, Esq.

The firm’s Wills, Trusts, and Estates attorneys handle matters relating to: LAKEWOOD RANCH Richard A. Weller, Esq.
o Estate planning ’
O liis el vt ittt BRADENTON, SARASOTA, Sean M. Kelly, Esq.
¢ Homestead issues
o Estate and gift tax planning ST. PETERSBURG & TAMPA

Aaron M. Thomas, Esq.
Elective share and surviving spouse rights

PH: (941) 748 - 2216 Kari L. Martin, Esq.
Serving Manatee and Sarasota Counties from our main office in Bradenton
3119 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida

(941) 741-8224

Available by appointment in Lakewood Ranch, Parrish, Sarasota, and Holmes Beach w w w N A J M Y T H o M P S o N ' C O M

GRIMES GALVANO

Mediation Services

Jack Hawkins, Esq.

Certified Circuit Court Mediator & Certified Family Law Mediator

JackHawkinsMediation.com

Bradenton (Main) Office ]
The Professional Building Phone: 941.748.0151

1023 Manatee Avenue West E?:;i?'zllﬁ.]‘zgﬁiiﬁawkinsMediation com
Bradenton, FL 34205 ' '



http://www.barneswalker.com
https://najmythompson.com
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.-

Life Plan Community in Bradenton with two
great locations

A e

THE MANOR THE POINT PLEASANT
NEIGHBORHOOD NEIGHBORHOOD
1700 21st Avenue West « Bradenton, FL 1533 4th Avenue West « Bradenton, FL

Feel confident in referring your clients to our trusted Life Plan Community
in Bradenton with two great locations. They’ll love the active, maintenance-
free lifestyle, great services and amenities, and the assurance of a plan for the
future with our not-for-profit faith-based family, like:

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining o A full continuum of healthcare
» Housekeeping services right on campus
« Fitness center « And more!

 Outpatient therapy services —

physical, occupational and speech (7] ( 941) 368-3518 today

to learn more or to schedule a

7 .
Westminster personal tour!

Bradenton

WestminsterBradentonFL.org

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



https://www.westminsterbradentonfl.org
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UAL SESSIONS

DONNALUGAR Qs

MEDIATIONS - ARBITRATIONS - FLORIDA

e Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Florida Supreme Court Qualified Arbitrator

CONVENIENT + EFFICIENT Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer (1998)

AV Preeminent Rating by Martindale Hubbell

Over 3,000 cases arbitrated and mediated to conclusion

We Take an

Fad

rﬁ-:"é- All sessions held virtually m& E
L;j._. Easy online payments (AQ@ M‘@ol/ W W!

Visit our website for rates and other details

DONNA LUGAR, ESQ.

Steele W illiams, Esquire
Legal Expertise You Can Rely On

Sarasota & Manatee County

My Florida law practice is focused on assisting

clients in the following areas of the law:
Civil Litigation ® Real Estate * Business Litigation
Securities Litigation ® Estate & Trust Litigation

4 27 years of trial experience in court and arbitration.

4 Referrals welcome, co-counsel business, commercial and
estate litigation cases regularly.

4 Very experienced with Florida Bar business and
contract jury instructions.

4 Board certified in business litigation over 10 years.

Steele Williams, Esquire
1381 Mc Ansh Square, Sarasota, FL 34236
(941) 378-1800
Email: SteeleTWilliams@comcast.net
Website: www.sarasotalitigation.com
Member: Sy

Sarasota County Bar Association
Manatee County Bar Association e
EnEY

an Tl

L



https://donnalugar.com/
http://www.sarasotalitigation.com
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\nidre R. Perron, Esg. Amdrea M. Johoson, Esg.

% Scott Brownell

MEDIATION

aperrony barpesw alker.com ajehmsonr barioywalker cnm

Alstzail Holmes (alatd, Fsq. : ¥ Simone A, Taliuno, Faq.

Orar Clice Locations
Bradenton
Sarasaly

Parrish
Lakewood Ranch
* PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS = Anni Marix Isband

¢ REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

* MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

apalatia hameswalker.com siaiimma harmeswalker. com

¢ BusiNEss AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

» LLARBOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES B l_l Si ]‘1 CSS T ['i a.] G l* C' Ll p

* ProDUCT LIABLILITY

* LocAaL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES Providimg |:|i|||,'“3-|.|'.;|.l siervices i the Following praciice arcis:

* ProrEssIONAL FrE DIsPUTES SCOtt BI‘OWI’I@H » Complex Business Disputes + Corporate/Partnership Disputes

scott@])rownellmediation.com = Real Estate Disputes = Creditor and Judgment Rights

941_1_473701 « Trust and Estate Disputes = General Civil Litigation

For more information please visit our website at www. barneswalker.com

WWW.BROWNELLMEDIATION.COM Telephone: (941) 741-8224 www.barneswalker.com

*Referral foes paid in accordance with Florida Bar Rules

When Clients Seek Resolution,
Attorneys Seek Chapman Mediation.

Your clients deserve the least stressful and most practical path to
resolution. John Chapman is an experienced, creative mediator who
brings patience, persistence and a passion for helping disputing parties
achieve common ground.

® 25 years as a Florida Board-Certified Business Litigation attorney

® 12 years as a Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil mediator
® Florida Supreme Court Approved Arbitrator

® FINRA Dispute Resolution Arbitrator

Let my experience and know-how resolve your
client’s civil dispute, via Zoom or in person at
your office or mine.

CHAPMAN MEDIATION

———————— BUSINESS AND ESTATE MEDIATION

1515 Ringling Blvd, Suite 870 | Office: (941) 404-4616 | Jchapman@johnchapmanlaw.com

Sarasota, FL 34236 Fax: (941) 404-4605 Book your mediation online at: ChapmanMediation.com



http://www.brownellmediation.com
mailto:Jchapman%40johnchapmanlaw.com?subject=
http://ChapmanMediation.com
http://www.barneswalker.com
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Tuesday, November 11th Thursday, December 25th and Friday,
VETERANS DAY, Clerk & Courts CLOSED December 26th, CHRISTMAS BREAK,
Thursday, November 27th & Friday, Clerk and Courts Closed
November 28th THANKSGIVING BREAK, Thursday, January 1, 2026,
Clerk & Courts CLOSED NEW YEARS DAY, Clerk and Courts Closed
Wednesday, December 24th Friday, January 2, 2026, DAY AFTER NEW
CHRISTMAS EVE, Clerk Closed, YEARS, Court Administrative Day

Court Administrative Day

To view the Clerk’s Holiday Calendar: https://www.manateeclerk.com/about-us/holiday-schedule/

To view the 12th Circuit Holiday Calendar: https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/About/Holiday-Calendar

Mediation
Services
BOB HOYLE

¢ Probate matters

¢ Will and trust contests

¢ Real estate 36 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

¢ Homeowner and
condominium associations + Harvard College BA.,

» Foreclosures 1975

+ Capital University Law
School, J.D., Cum Laude,
1986

+ Harvard Law School
Mediation Training

litigation Program

+ Chaiman, Florida Bar
Alternative Dispute
Resolution Section

¢ Commercial and residential

Under 40 years of age' or less leas.es and tenancies .
than 5 yea rs of practice7 ¢ Business and commercial

If you answered YES, then you are eligible
to join our MCBA Young Lawyers Division!

e Personal Injury

2015-2016
D. ROBERT HOYLE PA.
Contact Chad Manausa, our 941-745-1124 + Chairman, Florida Bar

Council of Sections
= . bhoyle@hovylefirm.com
YLD President at: yle@hoy 20182019
« Certified Circuit Civil

] 6707 35th A West
cmanausa@grimesgalvano.com Bradanton, FL 34208 Mediator

for more information. Calendar avalabilty and full bio at ~ [RRR AT

floridamediators.org/Robert Hoyle



mailto:bhoyle%40hoylefirm.com?subject=
mailto:cmanausa%40grimesgalvano.com?subject=
https://www.manateeclerk.com/about-us/holiday-schedule/
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/About/Holiday-Calendar
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MANATEE CounTY BAR ASSOCIATION
PROFESSIONALISM * FELLOWSHIP ® SERVICE

2025-2026 OFFICERS

President:.........c.ccoovvveveiiennennne, James E. Lynch, Esq. ............... Harllee & Bald, P.A.
President Elect: ..........ccccuveeen. Dan VankEtten, Esq. .................. Blalock Walters, P.A.
NIST6 (51 721 o SRR Brian A. Iten, Esq. ................... Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer: ......ccocveeeevveeecvieeeenne, M. Brandon Robinson, Esq......Battle Law, PLLC
2025-2026 DIRECTORS

Hon. Robert Farrance (Ret.)............c..ccoeevveveveecnnnne.. 12th Judicial Circuit

Joseph B. Battaglia, ESq. ............cccccoevioeeaviiaiieaann. Battaglia Law, PLLC

Kari Martin, ESq. ........cccooovoviiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeee e, Najmy Thompson

Aaron B. Crittenden, ESq. .........c...ccccoevvveveeecrinaacenaannn, Harllee & Bald, P.A.

Patrick Iyampillai, ESq. ...........ccccooevvieviieiaiieaainaennne, Hale Law

Steele T. Williams, ESq. .........c.c..cocvveeeeeeeeciiiaeiiieeeeieaann, Steele T. Williams, P.A.

YLD PRESIDENT:

Chad Manausa, ESq.; .......ccccccovoueeeeeeieniiieeiiieeecieeeene, Grimes Galvano

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:

Dustin S. Wagner, ESqQ.; .....ccccocooeeieiiiiiiiiiieeeeee, Hanlon Law

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or

opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Advertising
In the Inter Alia

If you are interested in advertising in the X X X
. . Executive Director: Layout & Design:
Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at . T
Graceann Frederico On Trac Publishing

(941) 741-4091 or at E-mail: MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003
MCBA @ManateeBar.com

Payment is expected at time of publication.
Checks may be made payable to
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL. 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA @manateebar.com

County Bar Association, is published 8 months annually and is

Ad rates are as follows: circulated electronically to local attorneys, judges and law office
Bus. card $40 members/$45 non members staff. Issues are later posted to the association website: www.
1/4 page $60 members/$70 non members manateebar.com. Rates shown are for one issue. Discounts

1/2 page $90 members/$100 non members apply to multiple issues on a prepaid basis. Ads should be

Full page $150 members/$175 non members submitted as high resolution pdf files. Deadline for submission:
First of the month.

EBlast

Will Search  $30 members/$40 non members For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive

Job Posting* $30 members/$40 non members Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcha@manateebar.com. For

*Job posting includes listing on ad specifics or variations, contact: Valerie at On Trac Publishing:

www.manateebar.com Valerie@ontracnewsletters.com.

Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee
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