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A Message from MCBA President,  
James Lynch, Esq

Dear Esteemed Members,

It is with great excitement and pride that I begin my term as 
President of the Manatee County Bar Association for the 2025–
2026 bar year. I am honored to serve a community of professionals 
rooted in tradition, excellence, and the enduring principles that 
have guided the MCBA for the past 123 years. This year, we 
will increase excitement within the MCBA, provide enhanced 
benefits for our existing and new members, and work to expand 
our reach within the Manatee County community and especially 
among young people. I will be assisted in this endeavor by an 
amazing and experienced Board of Directors and perhaps most 
importantly, by our executive director Graceann Frederico. 

For excitement, it begins with securing amazing speakers for our 
monthly bar luncheons at Kiwanis Hall. This fall, we will receive 
an update on Alzheimer's and brain disease from cutting-edge 
researchers with the Roskamp Institute and learn guidelines on 
dealing with brain disease in our legal practice. Also this fall, 
we will hear from key participants in the Gabby Petito case that 
gripped the entire nation but played out (in part) right here in 
our Twelfth Circuit. Next spring, we hope to hear from dynamic 
and influential members of the Florida judiciary, legislature, and 
organizations working to better Manatee County. 

MCBA members will continue to receive the monthly luncheons 

included with their membership dues, and please be on the 
lookout for many CLE seminars offered over the coming year. 
There will also be plenty of opportunity to network, from the 
Young Lawyers’ Spheres of Influence event (September 24) to 
another “Vintage Attorney” event (October 30), plus the Bench 
Bar Conference (May 8) and standard Holiday and Beach parties. 
Throughout the year, the MCBA will have other social events, 
outings, and opportunities for volunteering and community 
involvement, so please keep an eye on the Inter Alia for details. 

Lastly, the Board of Directors identified a need for community 
outreach regarding legal and civics education, especially among 
our youth. We contacted the Justice Teaching program spearheaded 
by former Florida Supreme Court Justice R. Fred Lewis and plan 
to use their resources to offer real-life, in-classroom education to 
the public and private middle schools located in Manatee County. 
If you would like to serve as a teacher, or assist with other pro 
bono efforts in Manatee County such as the upcoming Wills for 
Low Income Families event, or if you would like to run assistant 
deejay at a MCBA event, please let me know! 

I look forward to working with each of you over the coming year 
to continue the success of the MCBA and make Manatee County 
a premier location to practice law. 

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions 
of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.
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Round 1: “Fast and Now Felonious”
Law or Naw?
Speeding 100+ mph can now land you in 
jail and court, not just traffic school.
Law. House Bill 351 introduces the 
criminal offense of "dangerous excessive 
speeding," defined as driving 50+ mph 
over the limit or 100+ mph in a reckless 
manner. Fines can reach $1,000, but 
more importantly, violators face jail 
time, license suspension, and mandatory 
court appearances. No more pay-and-go 
citations for the most extreme offenders.
 
Round 2: “Justice for Dexter”
Law or Naw?
Aggravated animal cruelty now comes 
with a statewide public registry.
Law. HB 255, known as Dexter’s 
Law, enhances sentencing for severe 
animal cruelty with a 1.25 multiplier 
and establishes a publicly searchable 
registry of offenders. The registry will go 
live in early 2026, aimed at improving 
transparency and deterrence.
 
Round 3: “Keep it Passive, Please”
Law or Naw?
Golf courses and pickleball courts are 
now welcome in Florida’s state parks.
Naw. In fact, HB 209 prohibits construction 
of sports facilities like these in state parks. 
Recreational development is now limited 
to passive activities—think hiking and 
kayaking. The law also requires at least 
30 days' notice before public hearings on 
park-use changes.
 
Round 4: “Fluoride Gets the Boot”

“LAW or NAW?”
By Patrick Iyampillai, Esq.; MCBA Director & YLD Past President

Law or Naw?
Fluoride has been banned in Florida’s 
public water supply.
Law. Senate Bill 700 makes Florida the 
second state to ban fluoride and other 
additives from municipal water systems. 
While touted as a public health win by 
some, many medical professionals have 
raised concerns over long-term dental 
consequences, particularly for children.
 
Round 5: “Put the Phone Down”
Law or Naw?
Middle schools now permit phones 
during lunch and passing periods.
Naw. The opposite, actually. New rules 
extend the classroom-only cell phone 
ban to cover the entire school day for 
elementary and middle schools. High 
schools remain limited to classroom 
restrictions, but pilot programs are 
exploring all-day bans in some districts.
 
Round 6: “Condo Transparency 
Challenge”
Law or Naw?
HOA boards must now livestream 
meetings and let homeowners vote by 
emoji.
Almost Law. HB 913 doesn’t go that far, but 
it does bring sweeping changes to HOA 
and condo governance. Records such as 
bank statements and minutes must be 
made accessible electronically. Budgets 
exceeding 115% of prior assessments 
require alternative proposals, and digital 
voting and meetings are now further 
streamlined.
 
Round 7: “Yes In God’s Backyard”
Law or Naw?

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions 
of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Religious organizations can now build 
affordable housing with less local red tape.
Law. SB 1730 amends the Live Local Act to 
expand affordable housing development 
rights. Faith-based institutions can build 
housing projects with administrative 
approval, provided the structures meet 
defined zoning and size criteria. Local 
governments have limited power to 
intervene.
 
Bonus Round: “Geographic Rebranding”
Law or Naw?
Florida now refers to the Gulf of Mexico 
as the “Gulf of America.”
Law. HB 549 and HB 575 require state 
agencies and school curricula to adopt 
the term “Gulf of America.” The move is 
largely symbolic but has sparked debate 
over semantics, identity, and curriculum 
autonomy.
 
Lightning Round: Additional Notables

•	 HB 279 makes false “swatting” calls 
that lead to injury or death a felony.

•	 SB 356 establishes January 27 as 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

•	 SB 1374 requires school districts to 
remove and re-screen employees 
arrested for disqualifying offenses 
within 24 hours.

 
No matter the type of law you are 
practicing, July was a big month of legal 
changes for us all. And while there’s no 
game show trophy for memorizing these 
new changes, knowing what’s new might 
help you and your client avoid becoming 
the next contestant in the courtroom. 
Also, in case you skimmed the article, note 
that multiple questions here are NOT law, 
so please do not cite them and get called 
out by the judge for it and blame me later.  
Now, that’s a wrap. We’ll see you next time 
on “LAW OR NAW”!

Cue the lights. Cue the music. Cue the overly enthusiastic game show host voice.
Welcome to another thrilling edition of “LAW OR NAW?” — the game show recap nobody asked for 
but everyone deserves. This past July, Florida rolled out a whole new batch of laws, and we're here 
to highlight the biggest changes.
Let the game begin.
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CONFERENCE
19th Annual
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Welcome New Members
Ivan Alvarez, Esq.

Ave Maria College of Law
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2024

Firm/Office:  State Attorney’s Office
Area(s) of Practice:  Criminal Law

Abigail O. Dean, Esq.
Stetson University

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2021
Firm/Office:  Hamilton Price, P.A.

Area(s) of Practice:  Civil Litigation, Personal Injury, 
Construction 

Melinda Delpech, Esq.
University of North Carolina

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 1993
Firm/Office:  McNary Law, PLLC

Area(s) of Practice:  Family, Mediation

Hillary Ellis, Esq.
Faulkner University

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2012
Firm/Office:  The Law Place

Area(s) of Practice:  Criminal Law

Jeffrey Mytinger, Esq.
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2018

Firm/Office:  Blalock Walters, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice:  Estate Planning, Trust & Estates

Justin W. Najmy, Esq.
University of Miami

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2022
Firm/Office:  Najmy Thompson, PL

Area(s) of Practice:  Estate Planning, Tax Law, 
Business & Taxation

William G. Najmy, Esq.
Stetson University

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2020
Firm/Office:  Najmy Thompson, PL

Area(s) of Practice:  Tax Law, Corporate Law, 
Wills, Trusts & Estates

Caroline Tschida, Esq.
Florida State University

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2025
Firm/Office:  Barnes, Walker, Goethe, Perron, 

Shea & Johnson, PLLC
Area(s) of Practice: Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts & Estates

Paige A. Wojdyla, Esq.
Stetson University

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2018
Firm/Office:  Hale Law

Area(s) of Practice:  Personal Injury

MCBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wed., Sept. 3, 2025............................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., Sept. 10, 2025.......................MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., Sept. 24, 2025............................................. Membership Luncheon

..................................................................... YLD Spheres of Influence Event

Wed., October 1, 2025........................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., October 8, 2025....................MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Thur., October 16, 2025...................................CLE:  Real Property Section

Mon., October 27, 2025......CLE: Estate Planning, Probate & Guardianship

Wed., October 29, 2025........................................ Membership Luncheon

Thur., October 30, 2025........................Vintage Attorneys at Dye Harrison

Wed., November 5, 2025......................MCBA Board of Directors  Meeting

................................................................ YLD:  Table for 10 w/Judge Sniffen

Wed., November 12, 2025.............MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., December 3, 2025....................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Fri., December 5, 2025............................................... MCBA Holiday Party

Wed., December 10, 2025.............MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., January 7, 2026.......................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Thur., January 8, 2026.................................CLE: Estate Planning, Probate 
& Guardianship w/Judge Moreland

Wed., January 14, 2026.................MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., January 28, 2026........................................ Membership Luncheon

Wed., February 4, 2026......................... MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., February 11, 2026...............MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., February 25, 2026.......................................... Java with the Judges

................................................................................. Membership Luncheon

Wed., March 4, 2026.............................. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., March 11, 2026....................MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., March 25, 2026........................................... Membership Luncheon

Wed., April 1, 2026................................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., April 8, 2026..........................MCBA YLD Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., May 6, 2026................................. MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Fri., May 8, 2026................................... 12th Circuit Bench Bar Conference

Wed., May 27, 2026................................. Law Day Membership Luncheon

Wed., June 3, 2026................................ MCBA Board of Directors Meeting

Wed., June 10, 2026.......................MCBA YLD Board of Directors  Meeting

Wed., June 24, 2026.................................. Annual Membership Luncheon

*dates are subject to change
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Chief Judge Diana Moreland is the 2025 recipient of the 
Chief Justice Award for Judicial Excellence and honors her 
service to and leadership within Florida’s judicial branch. 
The award, established in 2015, is presented annually to 
honor a circuit judge and a county judge who demonstrate 
exceptional commitment to the judicial branch and who 
personify judicial excellence.

Judge Moreland was first elected to the bench in 2004 
and has been re-elected to the circuit court subsequently. 
She has held many leadership positions for Florida’s 
courts. Judge Moreland has served as chief judge for the 
12th Judicial Circuit since 2023. Her service as chair of the 
Trial Court Performance and Accountability Commission 
for more than a decade is a highlight among her many 
contributions to the judicial branch and her community. 
The commission proposes policies to encourage the 
effective functioning of trial courts throughout the state 
by developing resource management, performance 
measurement, and accountability programs. From 2022 to 
2024, Judge Moreland served as chair of the Judicial Needs 
Assessment Committee, working to update the model used 
to determine the number of judges needed statewide.

 The recipient of the Judicial Excellence Award also receives 
a flag flown over Florida’s Supreme Court Building in her 
or his honor.  IMAGE COURTESY OF SENIOR JUDGE LEE 
HAWORTH

“Chief Judge Moreland’s integrity is beyond reproach. 
Her dedication to the rule of law is unshakable. … Her 

Chief Judge Diana Moreland honored with 2025 
Chief Justice Award for Judicial Excellence

willingness to sacrifice her time for the betterment of 
herself and others is proven. Her leadership both locally 
and at the statewide level exemplifies the qualities sought 
to be recognized by this prestigious award,” another letter 
in support of her nomination noted.

She earned her law degree from Stetson University College 
of Law, then worked as an assistant public defender and 
in private practice before her election to the bench.

“Chief Judge Moreland’s steadfast leadership at the (Trial 
Court Performance and Accountability Commission) over 
the years has resulted in the completion of many difficult 
projects of importance for the justice system that enhance 
trust, confidence, and accountability of the public in the 
courts,” a fellow judge wrote in support of her nomination 
for the award.

The Twelfth Circuit is now home to three recipients of 
the Judicial Excellence Awards and all were recognized 
for their professional ethics, qualities and strength of 
character: Judge Moreland; Circuit Judge Lee Haworth 
(Ret.) in 2015; and Sarasota County Judge David Denkin 
in 2019.

Reprinted from the 12th Judicial Circuit website.  
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Offices: Sarasota & Brandon; By Appointment: Lakewood Ranch, Venice, Port Charlotte, Bradenton�

HALELAW.COM
1-800-800-1414

$1,809,999.99

$1,650,000.00

$950,000.00

$850,000.00

Recent 
Victories 

We're 
Proud Of:

We’re proud to serve as a trusted referral partner 
for fellow attorneys—and we handle every referral 

with integrity, transparency, and the personal 
attention your client deserves.

FIGHT LIKE HALE®
Because when it comes to personal injury cases, we

Experience streamlined 
coordination—our referral 

specialist manages all 
correspondence and keeps 
you informed every step of 

the way.

Effortless case tracking 
with advanced software 

that keeps you consistently 
informed on your case’s 

progress. 

Hale Law ensures referral 
fees are paid promptly and 

efficiently, just as 
promised. 

http://www.halelaw.com
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Your MCBA Sections are working hard to bring you a fantastic 
2025-26 year!  

NEW NAME!  At the August MCBA Board of Directors meeting, 
the board approved the update of the Guardianship & Probate 
Section to “Estate Planning, Probate & Guardianship” Section.  
The Section is led by Section Chairs Jeff Goethe, Esq. and 
Whitney Glaser, Esq.   

Solo/Small Firm:  Steele Williams, Esq. a Past President of 
the MCBA is returning this year to Chair the Solo/Small Firm 
Committee.  Steele is also a Director of the MCBA.  He can’t get 
enough of us!

Real Property:  Lisa Gonzalez Moore, Esq. is returning to chair 
our Real Property Section!  Stay tuned for two CLEs this year 
-the first one is coming up on Thursday, October 16th on Zoom 
with Old Republic Title.  

Family Law:  Faith Brown, Esq. and Dustin Hay, Esq. are returning 
as our Family Section Chairs.  They are busy planning CLEs for 
those interested.  

SECTION NEWS:EcoScribE REwArds
CoUNtDowN to FAll!

WiN Two TickEts to AN
NFL REgulAr SEASON

GAME of Your ChoicE!*
** oNLY ECOSCRIBE REWARDS MEMBERS ARE ELIGIBLE! **

For every service that you schedule between August 15 -
September 30, 2025,  you will receive one entry into the raffle.

Eligilble services include depositions, arbritrations, trials, audio
transcription and document translation.

Refer a first time schedule to EcoScribe and receive FIVE
entries when they schedule within the time period!

TWO WINNERS will be drawn on October 2  and broadcast
LIVE on EcoScribe’s Facebook Page!

nd

      ECOSCRIBE REWARDS SIGN UP         SCHEDULE SERVICES 
       ** This prOMOTION IS IN NO WAY AFFILIATED WITH THE NFL **

* UP TO $500 PER TICKet pair.  $500 Gift Card AlTernative.*

Legal Assistant needed. $50 - $60K/year.  Please 
contact office of Ed Sobel 941-746-1203  

or ed@sobelattorneys.com

LEGAL ASSISTANT

We are pleased to welcome Richard Morris, CFP® with The Milestone Financial 
Group at Morgan Stanley in Bradenton, as a new annual sponsor. Mr. Morris provides 
comprehensive wealth management services, offering clients thoughtful guidance 
and strategic solutions to help achieve their financial objectives.

We greatly appreciate his support and commitment to our organization. Partnerships 
such as this allow us to continue delivering meaningful programs and opportunities 
to our members.

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Richard Morris and The Milestone 
Financial Group at Morgan Stanley! 

Welcome New Annual Sponsor: 
Richard Morris, 
CFP® The Milestone Financial Group at Morgan Stanley 

mailto:ed%40sobelattorneys.com?subject=
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Call (941) 368-3518 today
to learn more or to schedule a 
personal tour!

WestminsterBradentonFL.org

THE MANOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD

THE POINT PLEASANT  
NEIGHBORHOOD

Feel confident in referring your clients to our trusted Life Plan Community 
in Bradenton with two great locations. They’ll love the active, maintenance-
free lifestyle, great services and amenities, and the assurance of a plan for the 
future with our not-for-profit faith-based family, like:

1700 21st Avenue West • Bradenton, FL 1533 4th Avenue West • Bradenton, FL

• Delicious, chef-prepared dining
• Housekeeping
• Fitness center
• Outpatient therapy services —

physical, occupational and speech

• A full continuum of healthcare
services right on campus

• And more!

 Life Plan Community in Bradenton with two 
great locations

https://www.westminsterbradentonfl.org
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Maxwell is admitted to practice in all Florida courts and the 
United States District Courts for the Southern and Middle 
Districts of Florida. His unique experience representing 
both plaintiffs and defendants in personal injury matters 
gives him a comprehensive perspective that benefits 
every client he serves.

Maxwell’s academic journey reflects his dedication to 
excellence:

•	 Bachelor of Science in Legal Studies - Florida Gulf 
Coast University (Summa Cum Laude)

•	 Juris Doctor - University of Florida  
Levin College of Law

•	 Member of the Honors College at FGCU

•	 Academic Athletic Honor Roll for three  
consecutive years 

White at UF Law, he held leadership positions in the 
Jewish Law Student Association and Entertainment and 
Sports Law Society. Maxwell Shrem currently serves on 
the Manatee County Bar Association – Young Lawyers 
Division Board.

Maxwell gained valuable courtroom insight as an intern at 
the Fourth District Court of Appeals under the Honorable 
Mark W. Klingensmith. His previous work as an insurance 
defense attorney has given him unique insight into case 
strategies, allowing him to anticipate challenges and craft 
winning arguments for his clients.

Practice Areas are Personal Injury Cases, Auto Accidents, 
Trucking Accidents, Motorcycle Accidents, Slip and Fall 
Incidents

When he's not FIGHTING LIKE HALE® for his clients in the 
courtroom, Maxwell enjoys watching sports, traveling, 
and spending time at our beautiful local beaches.

Get to Know Your 
Young Lawyers Division 

Board of Directors!

Meet Maxwell Shrem, Esq., 
YLD Director

September 22nd

Welcome
         Fall
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/september2025_luncheon?month=2025-09
https://calendly.com/manateebar/september2025_luncheon?month=2025-09
https://calendly.com/manateebar/september2025_luncheon?month=2025-09
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Annie Breitinger practiced law in Manatee County until 2021, 
when she left to pursue nonprofit work and to spend more 
time controlling the chaos of her home with two little boys. 

“Annie! Are you practicing law again?” 

Nope! But I’ve found another way to rejoin the Manatee 
County legal community! 

After a few years of career changes, I am excited to rejoin 
the Manatee County legal community with my new role 
as a pro bono coordinator with Legal Aid of Manasota. 

During my time practicing, I honestly knew nothing about 
Legal Aid of Manasota, how the nonprofit functions, 
or how lawyers (of all practice types) could participate. 

LEGAL AID NEWS:
Now, in my new role, it is my responsibility to promote 
Legal Aid of Manasota in Manatee County by increasing 
both the number of attorneys taking pro bono cases and 
increasing opportunities for attorneys to participate in 
pro bono legal service events. 

Things I did not know about Legal Aid of Manasota 
(“LAM”) when I was a practicing attorney:

•	 Legal Aid of Manasota relies mostly on volunteer 
attorneys—you!

•	 We handle only civil cases, not criminal.
•	 Your malpractice coverage is provided for 

pro bono cases.
•	 We’ll train you in specialized areas of law where the 

need is greatest. If you’re not an expert yet - let us 
train you!

If you’re thinking, “My area of practice doesn’t apply here,” 
I get it—I thought the same as a small business and 
healthcare attorney. But LAM offers trainings so you can 
step into areas of need with confidence. For example, 
we’re launching a sealing and expungement training, and 
we already have clients waiting for help. Keep an eye out 
to take the training once released!

Whether you can take on a case, join a training, or simply 
learn more, I’d love to connect with you. Together, we can 
ensure that more of our neighbors have access to justice. 
Please reach out—I can’t wait to get more of you involved 
with Legal Aid of Manasota.

AnnieB@legalaidofmanasota.org
DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions 
of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

http://AnnieB@legalaidofmanasota.org
mailto:hnorton%40shumaker.com?subject=
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mcnary.law

(941) 345-1662

1904 Manatee Ave W, Second Floor
Bradenton, FL 34205

We’re pleased to announce that
Melinda Delpech is now a Florida
Supreme Court Certified Family
Mediator, and is offering
mediation services throughout
Manatee and Sarasota Counties.

Now Offering
Mediation

Melinda has long
been a trusted

advocate in the
Sarasota / Bradenton

legal community. 

Melinda brings 30+
years of family law
experience and a
steady, solutions-

focused approach to
resolving disputes.

Melinda is excited to
support attorneys and their

clients in achieving
practical, low-conflict
resolutions outside the

courtroom.

Scan here to
schedule a
mediation!
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Saint Stephen’s Episcopal School officially cut the ribbon to 
open its $13-million Janet S. Pullen S.T.E.A.M. Center on Aug. 
14. This 16,000 square foot, multi-purpose facility will transform 
campus life, inspiring creativity, collaboration, and innovation.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 
activities occur daily in every grade level throughout campus. 
Students learn the dynamics of computer languages, build  
and fly drones, design and 3D print interactive projects, 
engineer bridge models, and examine the impact of computers 
on society.

SAINT STEPHEN’S OPENS PULLEN CENTER
The new Pullen Center now provides 
a home base for these activities that is 
easily accessible to faculty and students, 
providing the next generation of computer 
scientists and engineers with cutting-edge 
resources and transformative spaces to 
learn, collaborate, and problem-solve.

Saint Stephen’s also has a long and colorful 
history when it comes to the arts. With the 
center’s performance area and backstage 
spaces, fine and performing arts become 
an instant beneficiary as the facility 
provides a home for budding singers, 
actors, musicians, and dancers of all ages to 
develop and showcase their talents.

The Pullen Center is available to businesses and community 
groups that are in need of space to host events. It has stadium 
seating for 300 and can host up to 600 people for auditorium-
style events and sit-down dinners. There is a spacious foyer area 
that can be used for receptions, a kitchen area for catering prep, 
and three backstage rooms for props, dressing, and breakout 
rooms.

For more information, contact Saint Stephen’s at (941) 746-2121 
or info@saintstephens.org.

When Clients Seek Resolution, 
Attorneys Seek Chapman Mediation.
Your clients deserve the least stressful and most practical path to 
resolution. John Chapman is an experienced, creative mediator who 
brings patience, persistence and a passion for helping disputing parties 
achieve common ground.

l 25 years as a Florida Board-Certified Business Litigation attorney
l 12 years as a Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil mediator
l Florida Supreme Court Approved Arbitrator
l FINRA Dispute Resolution Arbitrator

Let my experience and know-how resolve your 
client’s civil dispute, via Zoom or in person at 
your office or mine.

mailto:info%40saintstephens.org?subject=
mailto:Jchapman%40johnchapmanlaw.com?subject=
http://ChapmanMediation.com
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-rodeo-night
https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-rodeo-night
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For decades, our Association’s “Beach Party” has been a highlight of the year—where sand, sun, and plenty of stories have 
brought our members together. Now, we want to make sure those memories don’t get lost to the tides of time!
We’re putting together a history of this beloved tradition, and we’d love your help. Share your fun memories,  

surprising moments, and even those “shocking” stories (the ones that are still good and clean!)  
that made our Beach Party unforgettable.

Your stories will help us honor the past, celebrate our traditions, and give future members a glimpse  
of what makes our Association so special.

Please click the link to participate in our online questionnaire:  https://forms.gle/JMEjaFZZtELPk28u6
Deadline to participate is October 15th!  If you’re thinking about it, that means you WANT to participate… 

don’t delay, click the link today!

Help Us Capture the History of Our FamousHelp Us Capture the History of Our Famous

PARTYPARTY

https://forms.gle/JMEjaFZZtELPk28u6
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Voted Gold Personal Injury Law
4 Years in a Row!

KENNEDY LEGLER ALYSON BATTAGLIA

AREAS OF SERVICE

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

EDWARD MURPHY

• Personal Injury
• Workers Compensation
• Car Accidents
•Truck Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents

• Slip and Fall
• Premises Liability
• Medical Bene its
• Wage Loss
• Permanent Total Disability

Other attorneys in our community trust us with 
their clients’ injury cases.

We hope you will too!
 941-748-5599 | allinjurieslaw.com

2411 Manatee Avenue West Bradenton, FL 34205

We pay fees in accordance with The Florida Bar rules.

https://allinjurieslaw.com
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Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page on 

our website at www.manateebar.com

CLEs - local
and many are
Free!

Free Events

www.manateebar.com

Just a Few Member Benefits

Join Now

Free Lunches

Free Online
Directory
Listing

1.

2.

3.

4.

MCBAMember

LITIGATION ATTORNEY
Civil Litigation Attorney sought for Mackey Law 
Group in Bradenton, Florida. We are a 35-year-
old firm that excels in litigation. Competitive 

salary, attainable bonus system, and good 
benefits. If you would like to live and work 

in a great part of Florida, with a group of fun 
and very knowledgeable lawyers, this is the 

opportunity for you. Send your resume and a 
brief e-mail to pmackey@mackeylaw.com. 

Persson, Cohen, Mooney, Fernandez & Jackson, P.A., a 
local government law firm located in Lakewood Ranch 
and Venice, seeks a full- or part-time attorney to join 
its expanding local government practice. Past local 
government experience is not mandatory; however, the 
ideal candidate will have an interest in local government 
law, strong oral and written communication skills, 
and an ability to attend public meetings in Southwest 
Florida. This position provides an excellent opportunity 
for professional growth. The firm provides a family-
friendly, flexible work environment. Competitive 
salary and benefits provided. More information about 
the firm can be found at www.flgovlaw.com. Please 
submit a letter of interest and resume to Flo Wiener at:  
fwiener@flgovlaw.com

FULL- or PART-TIME 
ATTORNEY 

12th Circuit Court 
Upcoming 

Holiday Closings:
Rosh Hashanah 
September 23
Yom Kippur 
October 2

http://www.manateebar.com
http://www.manateebar.com
mailto:pmackey%40mackeylaw.com?subject=
http://www.flgovlaw.com
mailto:fwiener%40flgovlaw.com?subject=
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https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
https://www.ruby.com/campaign/manatee-county-bar-association/?utm_source=Partnership&utm_medium=Part
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JJaacckk  HHaawwkkiinnss,,  EEssqquuiirree  

Phone: 941.748.0151 
Fax: 941.748.0158 
Email: Info@JackHawkinsMediation.com 

Bradenton (Main) Office 
The Professional Building 
1023 Manatee Avenue West 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

MMeeddiiaattiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess    

JJaacckk  HHaawwkkiinnss,,  EEssqq..  
CCeerrttiififieedd  CCiirrccuuiitt  CCoouurrtt  MMeeddiiaattoorr  &&  CCeerrttiififieedd  FFaammiillyy  LLaaww  MMeeddiiaattoorr  

OOvveerr  4400    yyeeaarrss’’  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  CCiivviill  TTrriiaall,,  FFaammiillyy  &&  BBuussiinneessss  LLaaww  PPrraaccttiiccee  

JJaacckkHHaawwkkiinnssMMeeddiiaattiioonn..ccoomm  
IInn--ppeerrssoonn,,  ZZoooomm,,  oorr  hhyybbrriidd  ooff  iinn--ppeerrssoonn  aanndd  ZZoooomm  

• Board certified in both business litigation and appellate 
   practice, bringing  experience, expertise, and reputation to 
   bear in a wide variety of complex cases.

• 25% referral fee upon the successful conclusion of legal 
   malpractice matters referred in accordance with the 
   Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.  

(941) 366-4680  |   dglawyers.com

Jesse R. Butler
Board Certified in Business Litigation

& Appellate Law

Appeals | Legal Malpractice

mailto:info%40JackHawkinsMediation.com?subject=
http://dglawyers.com
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-lunch-learn-exemption-issues
https://calendly.com/manateebar/mcba-lunch-learn-exemption-issues
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Start your legal career with a firm that fights for justice.
Are you a recent law school graduate passionate about 
advocating for the injured? Join our dynamic, client-focused 
team as a Personal Injury Associate Attorney. This is an 
excellent opportunity to launch your career in a supportive, fast-
paced environment—no bar passage required at the time of 
application.

Job Description: Personal Injury Associate Attorney

Responsibilities:
•	 Assist senior attorneys in managing personal injury cases 

from intake through resolution.

•	 Conduct legal research, draft pleadings, discovery, and 
other legal documents.

•	 Communicate with clients, medical providers, and 
insurance adjusters.

•	 Attend depositions, mediations, and hearings (as permitted 
once licensed).

•	 Maintain accurate case files and support case development 
strategies.

Requirements:
•	 J. D. from an accredited law school.

•	 Awaiting results or planning to sit for the Florida Bar within 
the next administration.

•	 Strong written and verbal communication skills.

•	 Excellent organizational and time management abilities.

•	 Commitment to client service and ethical advocacy.

•	 Strong interest in personal injury and/or trial law.

Required:
•	 Previous experience (internships, clerkships, and clinics 

included) in personal injury, civil litigation, trial team, or 
client advocacy.

What We Offer:
•	 Mentorship from experienced trial attorneys.
•	 Competitive salary and benefits package.
•	 Hands-on experience with real cases and courtroom 

exposure.
•	 A collaborative and mission-driven team culture.

 Apply Today
Send your resume, cover letter, and writing sample to  
pam@allinjurieslaw.com

Personal Injury 
Attorney 

ARE YOU A
YOUNG LAWYER?

Under 40 years of age, or less  
than 5 years of practice?

Contact Chad Manausa, our 
YLD President at:

cmanausa@grimesgalvano.com 
for more information.

If you answered YES, then you are eligible 
to join our MCBA Young Lawyers Division!

mailto:pam%40allinjurieslaw.com%20?subject=
https://najmythompson.com
mailto:cmanausa%40grimesgalvano.com?subject=
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SouthStateBank.com
Member FDIC • All loans subject to credit approval

 

Drive Efficiency with
SouthState

Renee Brady
Premier Private Banker
1100 Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL • 34236
941.807.4848

Our commercial banking solutions and industry 
expertise keep your firm moving in the direction 
you want to go. SouthState Bank is fully compliant 
with Florida Bar Association IOTA requirements.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

lugar-ad-Manatee2025_7.25x4.5_PRINT.pdf   1   5/19/2025   2:30:19 PM

http://SouthStateBank.com
https://donnalugar.com/
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McNary Law is a boutique firm serving clients across Manatee 
and Sarasota Counties, with a strong foundation in family law. 
We’re looking for an experienced Associate Attorney with 3+ 
years of experience who is confident in the courtroom, capable 
of managing their own caseload, and interested in contributing 
to the continued growth of our family law practice.

What We Offer:
•	 Competitive base salary + bonuses for hitting 

performance goals
•	 Health insurance
•	 Supportive, team-oriented culture
•	 Leadership that listens and mentors
•	 Real courtroom experience and responsibility
•	 A well-established, collaborative, and growing firm
•	 Remote/hybrid options available

Who You Are:
•	 A Florida-licensed attorney with a minimum of 3 years of 

legal experience (family law preferred)
•	 Confident in court and comfortable navigating litigation
•	 Ready to take ownership of your cases while having 

backup when needed
•	 Independent but collaborative — you know how to 

manage your cases but appreciate a supportive team
•	 Organized, efficient, and an excellent communicator
•	 Looking for a long-term home where you can build a 

meaningful legal career

The Work:
•	 Handle a variety of family law matters including divorce, 

custody, child support, enforcement, and modifications
•	 Litigate when necessary, negotiate when possible
•	 Draft pleadings, conduct discovery, attend hearings and 

mediations
•	 Provide thoughtful, strategic counsel to clients

If you’re ready for a firm that values you, respects your 
time, and gives you room to grow, let’s talk.
Email your resume to lamcnary@mcnary.law

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY 
WANTED 

                                  
 
BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, PERRON, SHEA & JOHNSON, PLLC 

 
Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 

Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
 

 
Kevin M. Collver, Esq. 

LL.M., Taxation, University of Florida 
 
 

 
Caroline M. Tschida, Esq. 

 

 
Andrew L. Clark, Esq. 

 
The firm’s Wills, Trusts, and Estates attorneys handle matters relating to:  
• Estate planning 
• Probate and trust administration 
• Homestead issues    
• Estate and gift tax planning  
• Elective share and surviving spouse rights 

Serving Manatee and Sarasota Counties from our main office in Bradenton  
3119 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida 

(941) 741-8224 

Available by appointment in Lakewood Ranch, Parrish, Sarasota, and Holmes Beach 

Busy, solo practice in need of two office 
assistants – one full time and one part time.  

Flexible hours, friendly environment.  Will 
train!  Confidentiality assured.   Send resume’ 

to Peter Peak at:  petepeak@ij.net.  

TWO OFFICE 
ASSISTANTS NEEDED!  

36 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

• HHaarrvvaarrdd  CCoolllleeggee  BB..AA..,,  
11997755

• CCaappiittaall  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  LLaaww  
SScchhooooll,,  JJ..DD..,,  CCuumm  LLaauuddee,,  
11998866

• HHaarrvvaarrdd  LLaaww  SScchhooooll  
MMeeddiiaattiioonn  TTrraaiinniinngg  
PPrrooggrraamm

• CChhaaiimmaann,,  FFlloorriiddaa  BBaarr  
AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  DDiissppuuttee  
RReessoolluuttiioonn  SSeeccttiioonn  
22001155--22001166

• CChhaaiirrmmaann,,  FFlloorriiddaa  BBaarr
CCoouunncciill  ooff  SSeeccttiioonnss
22001188--22001199         

• CCeerrttiiffiieedd  CCiirrccuuiitt  CCiivviill  
MMeeddiiaattoorr

• CCeerrttiiffiieedd  CCoouunnttyy  CCiivviill  
MMeeddiiaattoorr

• Probate matters

• Will and trust contests

• Real estate

• Homeowner and

condominium associations

• Foreclosures

• Commercial and residential

leases and tenancies

• Business and commercial

litigation

• Personal Injury

D. ROBERT HOYLE P.A.
941-745-1124

bhoyle@hoylefirm.com

6707 35th Avenue West 
Bradenton, FL  34209 

Calendar availability and full bio at 
floridamediators.org/Robert Hoyle

Mediation Mediation 
ServicesServices
BOB HOYLEBOB HOYLE

mailto:lamcnary%40mcnary.law?subject=
http://www.barneswalker.com
mailto:petepeak%40ij.net?subject=
mailto:bhoyle%40hoylefirm.com?subject=
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Member:
Sarasota County Bar Association
Manatee County Bar Association

Steele Williams, Esquire
Legal Expertise You Can Rely On

Sarasota & Manatee County

My Florida law practice is focused on assisting 
clients in the following areas of the law: 

Civil Litigation • Real Estate • Business Litigation 
Securities Litigation • Estate & Trust Litigation

✦ 27 years of trial experience in court and arbitration.

✦ Referrals welcome, co-counsel business, commercial and
estate litigation cases regularly.

✦ Very experienced with Florida Bar business and
contract jury instructions.

✦ Board certified in business litigation over 10 years.

Steele Williams, Esquire
1381 Mc Ansh Square, Sarasota, FL 34236

(941) 378-1800
Email: SteeleTWilliams@comcast.net
Website: www.sarasotalitigation.com

http://www.sarasotalitigation.com
http://www.dyeharrison.com
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Get Ready for a Legendary Night: Get Ready for a Legendary Night: 
The Vintage Attorneys Party is Coming! The Vintage Attorneys Party is Coming! 

Dust off your briefcases and polish those wingtip shoes—our Vintage 
Attorneys Party is almost here, and it’s going to be one for the books!

Think classic charm meets courtroom charisma—an evening where  
old-school legal legends meet timeless style, great company, and a few 

surprises. Whether you’re a seasoned litigator or just love the vibe 
of vintage flair, this is your chance to celebrate the golden age of law 

with colleagues, friends, and fellow fans of all things retro and refined.

Live music, food, fun, and maybe even a few legendary 
legal stories floating through the room…

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025 
and get ready to turn back the clock for one unforgettable night. 

Costumes encouraged, laughter required, fun guaranteed.

Details coming soon—stay tuned, spread the word,  and get ready 
to party like it’s 1969 (or maybe 1989—we won’t judge).
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Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

http://www.brownellmediation.com
http://www.barneswalker.com
http://www.saintstephens.org
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The Wizard of Oz
December 5 - 15, 2024

A Calyp-Soul Christmas
Dec 18, 2024 - 7 PM

Matt Stone as Elvis
Dec 10, 2024 - 2 & 7 PM

MISERY
Oct 16th – Nov 2nd

The Aquaholics Band  
a Tribute to Jimmy Buffet

Oct 28th - 2 & 7 pm

Hello, Dolly!
Oct 23rd – Nov 2nd

https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com
https://calendly.com/manateebar/yld-table-for-10-with-judge-charles-sniffen
https://calendly.com/manateebar/yld-table-for-10-with-judge-charles-sniffen
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

2025-2026 OFFICERS
President:....................................James E. Lynch, Esq.................Harllee & Bald, P.A.
President Elect:..........................Dan VanEtten, Esq....................Blalock Walters, P.A.
Secretary:...................................Brian A. Iten, Esq.....................Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer:...................................M. Brandon Robinson, Esq.......Battle Law, PLLC

Hon. Robert Farrance (Ret.)...........................................12th Judicial Circuit
Joseph B. Battaglia, Esq.................................................Battaglia Law, PLLC
Kari Martin, Esq.............................................................Najmy Thompson
Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq................................................Harllee & Bald, P.A.
Patrick Iyampillai, Esq...................................................Hale Law
Steele T. Williams, Esq....................................................Steele T. Williams, P.A.

YLD PRESIDENT: 
Chad Manausa, Esq.; ..................................................... Grimes Galvano

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:
Dustin S. Wagner, Esq.; .................................................. Hanlon Law

Advertising
in the Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at 
(941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com   
Payment is expected at time of  publication. 

Checks may be made payable to 
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Bus. card	 $40 members/$45 non members
1/4 page	 $60 members/$70 non members
1/2 page	 $90 members/$100 non members
Full page	 $150 members/$175 non members

EBlast
Will Search	 $30 members/$40 non members
Job Posting*	 $30 members/$40 non members
*Job posting includes listing on 
www.manateebar.com
Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee 

County Bar Association, is published 8 months annually and is 
circulated electronically to local attorneys, judges and law office 
staff. Issues are later posted to the association website: www.
manateebar.com. Rates shown are for one issue. Discounts 
apply to multiple issues on a prepaid basis. Ads should be 
submitted as high resolution pdf files. Deadline for submission: 
First of the month.

For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive 
Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcba@manateebar.com. For 
ad specifics or variations, contact: Valerie at On Trac Publishing:  
Valerie@ontracnewsletters.com.

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 On Trac Publishing
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
opinions of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

2025-2026 DIRECTORS

mailto:MCBA%40manateebar.com?subject=
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http://www.manateebar.com
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