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DISCLAIMER:  The views and opinions expressed in each Inter Alia article are solely those of its respective author and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions 
of the MCBA or its Board of Directors.

Improving the Legal Profession Through 
Leadership Training 
By Patrick Barnes, Esq., MCBA YLD President

I recently had the privilege of listening 
to a lecture about leadership by Jennifer 
Lemcke, CEO of Weed Man Lawn Care. 

As she broke down her criteria for being an outstanding leader, 
my brain reeled at the potential applications within the legal 
profession. 

Leadership is a broad term with boundless applications in 
practically any situation. The question I asked myself during 
Mrs. Lemcke’s lecture was simple: How are lawyers leaders? 
The answer is that lawyers lead in every moment of their career. 
Lawyers lead their staff, their clients, the community, and 
themselves. 

Leadership skills should be fundamental in the foundation of 
lawyer training in law school and in the development of new 
lawyers. Ongoing leadership training is also essential for firm 
owners managers, and staff. Equipping all legal professionals 
with leadership tools can only improve the profession globally. 

A few of the leadership essentials Mrs. Lemcke lectured on were: 
(1) empathy, (2) vulnerability, (3) humility, (4) balance, and (5) 
patience. Jennifer Lemcke, CEO of Weedman – Mosquito Hero – 
Turbot, Closing Retreat at Leadership Tampa Bay, June 9, 2023.

I began comparing these skills to my own practice and then to 
the general practice of law more broadly. Lawyers must have the 
emotional intelligence necessary to understand the viewpoints 
and feelings of others: empathy and inclusiveness. The most 
successful law firms are built around, and with the input from, 
their employees. Clients employ firms they feel they can trust and 
where they are heard. Failing to listen to or involve your staff in 
decision making can result in shortsighted planning or creating a 
non-inviting work environment.

Vulnerability and humility allow a lawyer to understand their 
strengths and weaknesses objectively.  Lawyers often feel they 
must be flawless and carry the entire the burden themselves. In 
reality, true leaders have the humility to be vulnerable and create 
teams that sure up weaknesses and harness strength. A well-led 
team grows from the strengths of each member. 

The combination of balance and strength fortify successful 
lawyers in the long term. Burnout within the profession causes 
high rates of turnover within firms and young lawyers leave the 
profession at alarming rates within the first three years. One reason 
for this startling finding is that law students and young lawyers 
are not looking at their career from a long-term perspective. They 
want to exit law school and make tons of money and make the 
changes in the world immediately, only to become disillusioned 
and exhausted upon the realization that these things take time. 

A young lawyer with proper leadership training should know how 
to balance their profession with their other interests to prevent 
burnout. They should understand that a successful career takes 
time and should consider their career a marathon and not a sprint. 

Law Schools must be on the forefront of providing leadership 
training in addition to the traditional lawyering training. Professors 
Leah Teague and Steven Risley were recently interviewed 
on Lawyer Zen Podcast about their leadership development 
program at Baylor University Law School, a program pushing 
the boundaries and leading the way for many other law schools. 
Professor Teague started the program based on lawyers serving in 
leadership positions but were not being intentional about it. Barnes, 
Patrick and Michael, host. “Leadership Development in Law 
School Education.” Lawyer Zen, 12, Jul. 2023. https://podcasts.
apple.com/us/podcast/prof-leah-teague-prof-stephen-rispoli-
leadership-development/id1681313338?i=1000620968987. 

The Baylor professors have an entire class devoted to strengthening 
students into leaders, and they continue to expand the curriculum 
into other classes as well. This movement is growing, and the 
American Bar Association, as of 2022, now requires law schools 
to teach about “professional identity formation” which Professor 
Teague believes is inseparable from leadership training. Id.

When Professors Teague and Risley began the leadership project 
at Baylor University, less than a dozen law schools were working 
on similar projects. Of the 200 ABA law schools Professor Teague 
tracks, there are over 100 schools with similar programs now. Id. 
Clearly law schools are identifying leadership skills as a cornerstone 
of a successful lawyer in addition to the traditional curriculum. 

Beyond law school, young lawyers should be encouraged to 
seek mentors for realistic viewpoints on the practice. If a young 
lawyer is not fortunate enough to have a mentor at their firm or 
in their family, most bar associations have mentor programs that 
can place young lawyers with more experienced lawyers. Those 
willing to donate time for the betterment of the newer members of 
our profession likely already have the leadership skills engrained 
in them, and they can pass them along through mentorship. 

The tremendous growth of leadership programs in law schools 
and mentor programs correlates to a greater need in the legal 
community for better leadership. Lawyers are businesspeople, 
managers, counselors, and representatives of their communities. 
No matter if a lawyer is a solo practitioner or partner at a major 
law firm, every lawyer leads in some capacity. Only good things 
can come from better leadership training. 
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Welcome New Members
Rainier J. Altiere, Esq.

Nova Southeastern University, 2022
Year Admitted to The Florida bar, 2022

Firm:  Najmy Thompson, P.L.
Area(s) of Practice:  Real Estate, 

Business Law, Corporate Law

Hon. Kimberly Bonner, Ret.
Pepperdine University, 1990

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 1990
Firm:  Kim Bonner Mediation

Area(s) of Practice:  Family Mediation

Joshua Harris, Esq.
Thomas M. Cooley School of Law, 2012
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2013
Firm:  Hamilton, Price & Marshall, PA

	
Robert D. Pollock, Esq.

Seattle University School of Law, 2019
Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2020

Firm:  Blalock Walters, P.A.
Area(s) of Practice:  Litigation/Trial Advocacy/Advocacy

Rebecca Perra, Esq.
Dickinson School Of Law of Pennsylvania State 

University, 2002
Company:  Our Family Wizard

Area(s) of Practice:  Family Law, Dispute Resolution 

Lex B. Sayre, Esq.
Stetson College of Law, 2022

Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2022
Firm:  Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.

Area(s) of Practice:  Personal Injury, 
Medical Malpractice, Litigation/Trial Advocacy

The firm’s new logo, “PHKD LAW,” reflects the 
initials of the principals and shareholders of our law firm, 
Messrs. Porges, Hamlin, Knowles and DePaola. For more 
than 50 years, Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & DePaola, P.A., 
has been providing and continues to offer capable legal 
representation to corporate, association and individual 
clients in Southwest and Central Florida in multiple areas of 
law, including corporate/business and taxation, real estate, 
associations, litigation, wills and trusts and estate planning.

PHKD ANNOUNCES FIRM UPDATE!

Dream Oaks Camp 
Receives Donation From 
Young Lawyers Division

This summer, Dream Oaks Camp, of the Foundation of Dreams 
organization, received a donation from the Young Lawyers 
Division to purchase much needed chairs for their cabin 
porches.  The $1000 donation was made possible through a 
grant from The Florida Bar.  Dream Oaks Camp is the vision of 
founder, Eddie Mulock, a long-time MCBA member, to meet 
the needs of children with disabilities in Manatee County.  The 
camp is designed to meet the needs of children with physical 
and developmental challenges.  Way to go, MCBA YLD!

Grace Reeves, Past President of the MCBA YLD, at Dream Oaks Camp
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FLORIDA BAR PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT 
BRADENTON KIWANIS
Recently, Florida Bar President and MCBA member, Scott Westheimer, spoke at 
Bradenton Kiwanis. President Westheimer gave a highly informative presentation 
regarding the purpose of The Florida Bar and its mission for the citizens of the State of 
Florida. The presentation concluded with a very interactive question and answer period. 

Serving  Southwest Florida  
for More Than 50 Years

Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & DePaola, P.A., is a full-service law firm providing legal representation for 
condominium and homeowner associations, cooperatives and mobile home communities. Our services 

include interpretation and revision of governing documents, collections, covenant enforcement, Fair 
Housing, contract review, turnover and more. We are here to help you protect the value of your association.

Curtis D. Hamlin, Esq. James C. Turffs, Esq.

1205 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida 34205  |  941-748-3770  |  phkdlaw.com

Bradenton Kiwanis Member Neil Unruh presents 
“The Golden Ruler” to President Westheimer

Judge Gilbert Smith Jr., The Florida Bar President Scott Westheimer, Ray Bellamy, 
MCBA Past President Andrea Johnson, and MCBA President Aaron Crittenden

President Westheimer speaks at luncheon.
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/septembergmluncheon
https://calendly.com/manateebar/septembergmluncheon


Recently, a lot of smiles were seen 
at the Big Brother Big Sisters Back to 
School event!  The MCBA Young Lawyers 
Division participated by providing funds 
to purchase back to school necessities 
for area children.  The YLD provided 
a $500 donation to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, provided by a grant from The 
Florida Bar.  Just another example of all 
the MCBA does to enhance the life of 
others in Manatee County!     

YOUNG LAWYERS GIVE TO
BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM! 



Our goal has always been to help 
meet yours. Today, we’re here for you 
in more ways than ever. With more 
locations, more services, and more 
expertise to help you wherever life 
takes you. 

This is banking at its best. 
This is Banking Forward.

Regional President
Chris Perkins Renee Brady

Premier Private 
Banker 

Consumer Bank
Market Manger

941.761.7080 
SouthStateBank.com 
Member FDIC

Carla Cummings
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OCTOBER 20, 2023
THE MEADOWS COUNTRY CLUB
SARASOTA, FLORIDA
  
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
FULL-DAY CONFERENCE 
featuring multiple sessions 
and guest speakers
  
5:00 - 6:00 pm
Happy Hour Social
  
CLE + CU Credit
pending

Open to members and 
non-members of FCPC 
who work in the areas

of law, finance, 
or mental health

Please join us as we discover how crossing 
borders in family law cases can affect a case 
whether it be valuing foreign assets or 
businesses, communicating with non-English 
speakers in court, admitting evidence in a 
foreign language, working with interpreters, 
or understanding cultural differences and 
biases that surface in family law cases.

FamilyCourtProfessionals.com
REGISTER

2023 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE

CROSSING 
BORDERS

in Family
Law Cases

FULL CONFERENCE

 E ARLY BIRD:  $195

 STANDARD:  $225

 L AST CALL:  $250

Early Bird pricing good through August 31

Standard pricing good through September 30

Pricing good through October 12

 CONFERENCE:  $150

FLORIDA PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

 CONFERENCE AND
    ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:  $225

Registration
Conference pricing includes:

  Full Conference including multiple sessions, breakfast, and lunch
  Happy Hour Social admission + one drink ticket
  Annual Membership

  Monica Ausborn, Court Operations Manager, 12th Judicial Circuit
  Dr. April Harris-Britt, Psychologist
  Liliana Irwin, State Certified Court Interpreter, 12th Judicial Circuit
  Elena Permyakova, Baker Tilly
  Briggs Stahl, Baker Tilly
  James Stewart, Baker Tilly
  12th Judicial Circuit Judges and Magistrates

GUEST SPEAKERS
Current lineup of speakers (more to be added):

https://familycourtprofessionals.com/
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EINTZ  LAW 

H

We welcome personal injury case

referrals. 

Please look into the qualifications,

credentials and experience of any firm

before you make a referral.

A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims _____________________________________
941. 748.2916  •  HEINTZLAW.COM 

Se habla Español

All of the awards above that our firm has attained are

non-tested. Board certification is significantly more

difficult to achieve than any of the above.

Steven Heintz is in the less than 1% of Florida lawyers that are

board certified by the Florida Bar. Less than 1/2 of 1% are board

certified by the National Board. Steve is certified by the National

Board of Trial Advocacy
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Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page on 

our website at www.manateebar.com

Sat., Sep 9, 2023................ Attorneys Night at The Rowdies
Wed., Sep 27, 2023.............. General Membership Luncheon
Tue., Oct 17, 2023....... CLE:  Probate & Guardianship Section
Wed., Oct 25, 2023............... General Membership Luncheon
Fri., Dec1, 2023........................................... Holiday Party
Wed., Jan 31, 2024............... General Membership Luncheon
Wed., Feb 28, 2024.............. General Membership Luncheon
Wed., March 27, 2024........... General Membership Luncheon
Fri., May 10, 2024............. Annual Spring Beach Party Social
Wed., May 29, 2024 ............. General Membership Luncheon
Wed., June 26, 2024 ............ General Membership Luncheon

*Dates are subject to change

http://www.manateebar.com
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https://calendly.com/manateebar/appraiser_cle
https://calendly.com/manateebar/appraiser_cle
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Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

www.brownellmediation.com

The MCBA is proud to announce a new law 
firm sponsor of the association.  Harllee & Bald, 
P. A. is a firm of experienced and dedicated trial 
attorneys exclusively handling civil disputes and 
litigation matters. They represent businesses and 
individual clients in commercial, business and real 
estate litigation, as well as probate, estate and trust 
litigation, property tax challenges, serious personal 
injury, and wrongful death lawsuits. The firm focuses 
its practice on litigation matters and works closely 
with other law firms to provide dispute resolution 
and litigation representation.

THE MCBA WELCOMES 
HARLLEE & BALD, P.A.

AS A
LAW FIRM SPONSOR!
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Member:
Sarasota County Bar Association
Manatee County Bar Association

Steele Williams, Esquire
Legal Expertise You Can Rely On

Sarasota & Manatee County

My Florida law practice is focused on assiting clients 
in the following areas of the law: 

Civil Litigation • Real Estate • Business Litigation
Securities Litigation • Estate & Trust Litigation

✦  27 years of trial experience in court and arbitration.

✦  Referrals welcome, co-counsel business, commercial and 
 estate litigation cases regularly.

✦  Very experienced with Florida Bar business and 
 contract jury instructions.

✦  Board certified in business litigation over 10 years.

Steele Williams, Esquire
1381 Mc Ansh Square, Sarasota, FL 34236

(941) 378-1800
Email: SteeleTWilliams@comcast.net
Website: www.sarasotalitigation.com
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Ruby	helps	practices	like	yours	see	every	call	as	an	opportunity—not	an	interruption.	Our	team	of	virtual	
receptionists	are	ready	to	save	you	time,	win	new	clients,	and	improve	experiences.	Learn	how!	
https://hubs.li/Q01KzlGs0	

Use	promo	code	MANATEE	for	7%	off	Ruby!	

	

Ruby helps practices like yours see every call as an opportunity—not an interruption. Our team of virtual 
receptionists are ready to save you time, win new clients, and improve experiences. Learn how HERE!
Use promo code MANATEE for 7% off Ruby!

MEMBERS OUT & ABOUT

In August, member Gilbert Smith, Jr. was spotted at the Manatee Performing Arts Center where his new book, Champions of 
Children, debuted.  The two-volume set was a labor of love by Smith as he documented many projects Bradenton Kiwanis had 
been part of over the past 100 years!  The crowd of friends, family and colleagues joined in the celebration with lite bites and 

beverages sponsored by Bradenton Kiwanis and the event can be viewed on METV’s 
YouTube channel, here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDDPyv2tdA

 Champions of Children can be purchased through Bradenton Kiwanis.  
Get your copy today!     

https://hubs.li/Q01KzlGs0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDDPyv2tdA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDDPyv2tdA 
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• Board certified in appellate practice, bringing both experience 
   and expertise to bear in a wide variety of complex subject areas. 

• Referral relationships built on confidence and trust. 

• 25% referral fee upon the successful conclusion of legal 
   malpractice matters referred to us in accordance with the 
   Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.  

(941) 366-4680  |   dglawyers.com

Jesse R. Butler
Board Certified Appellate Specialist 

Appeals | Legal Malpractice
Why do lawyers across the state refer their appellate and 

legal malpractice claims to us?

APPELLATE
PRACTICE
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MEDIATION  |  ARBITRATION  |  E-DISCOVERY  |  SPECIAL MASTERS
Successfully Resolving Conflicts in Florida,

 Alabama & Nationwide Since 1988

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-264-2622 | READ MORE & SCHEDULE: WWW.UWW-ADR.COM

 linkedin.com/company/upchurch-watson-white-&-max    www.facebook.com/UWWMMediation     @UWWMmediation

Upchurch Watson White & Max Mediation Group

Mark A. Haskins 
mhaskins@uww-adr.com

welcomes  Mark A. Haskins   
to its distinguished panel of neutrals. 
 » Working Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator for 
over 5 years.

 » Civil litigator representing both plaintiff and defense counsel on 
Florida’s Southwest Gulf Coast in areas such as personal injury, 
complex medical malpractice, catastrophic injury, wrongful death, 
premises liability and commercial cases — for more than 32 years.

 » Rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. 

When Clients Seek Resolution, 
Attorneys Seek Chapman Mediation.
Your clients deserve the least stressful and most practical path to 
resolution. John Chapman is an experienced, creative mediator who 
brings patience, persistence and a passion for helping disputing parties 
achieve common ground.

l 25 years as a Florida Board-Certified Business Litigation attorney
l 12 years as a Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil mediator
l Florida Supreme Court Approved Arbitrator
l FINRA Dispute Resolution Arbitrator

Let my experience and know-how resolve your 
client’s civil dispute, via Zoom or in person at 
your office or mine.
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2021

CHARLES W. TELFAIR, IV  PAST MCBA PRESIDENT

https://lbtlaw.com
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CLIENT
TESTIMONIAL
“With Nota, I can classify
and account for every
single dollar in my trust
account, which makes me
sleep well at night."

DANIEL S.
Nota Customer

BOOK A DEMO

For more information visit the link WWW.TRUSTNOTA.COM

INFO@TRUSTNOTA.COM
Banking services powered by M&T Bank, Member FDIC.

Nota is a product/service offered by M&T Bank and is available to attorneys whose offices and practices are in NY, NJ, MD, PA, DE, CT, VA, DC, NH, MA, ME, VT, FL, or WV. Clients’ Funds Trust
Account (IOLTA accounts) held by lawyers in these states must be subject to applicable state rules and regulations. The advertised products/services and their features and availability
are subject to change without notice at any time. Use of the product/service is subject to and governed by certain terms, conditions, and agreements required by M&T Bank.                                                      

MCBA

BUSINESS AND TRUST
ACCOUNT FEATURES

PREMIER CUSTOMER
SERVICE 

EXCLUSIVE 
NOTA DEALS

Provides valuable practice
management features. Set up

categories with income &  expense
and client matters for tracking.  

Support from a dedicated Nota
Banker that works exclusively

with attorneys.

Nota partners with strategic
partners to provide exclusive

law-focused benefits.

ABOUT US
WHO WE ARE
Built for attorneys, Nota delivers one-of-a-
kind financial solutions for attorney
banking, real-time transactions, and
account categorization backed by
personalized support. Nota is centered
around providing unmatched premier
service to our solo and small law firms
throughout their Nota banking
experience.  

Law Firm Banking 
for solo & small law firms 

mailto:https://www.trustnota.com/%3Futm_source%3Dmanatee_county%26utm_medium%3Dsponsorship%26utm_campaign%3Dbar_association?subject=
mailto:https://www.trustnota.com/%3Futm_source%3Dmanatee_county%26utm_medium%3Dsponsorship%26utm_campaign%3Dbar_association?subject=
mailto:https://www.trustnota.com/%3Futm_source%3Dmanatee_county%26utm_medium%3Dsponsorship%26utm_campaign%3Dbar_association?subject=
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

2023-2024 OFFICERS
President..............Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq........ Harllee & Bald, P.A.
President Elect....Dustin S. Wagner, Esq............. Lightning Law, PLLC
Secretary.............Brian A. Iten, Esq.................... Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer.............David W. Wilcox, Esq.............. David W. Wilcox, Attorney

Robert A. Farrance, Esq................................... Hon. Robert Farrance (ret.)
Andre R. Perron, Esq........................................ Barnes, Walker, Goethe, Perron, Shea & Robinson, PLLC
James E. Lynch, Esq......................................... Harllee & Bald, P.A.
Alexandria C. Nicodemi, Esq............................ Manatee County Attorney’s Office
Daniel Van Etten, Esq....................................... Blalock Walters, P.A.
Erica Dine, Esq................................................. Dine Elder Law

YLD PRESIDENT: 
Patrick A. Barnes, Esq...................................... Spinner Law Firm, P.A.

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:
Faith Z. Brown, Esq.......................................... Brown, Brown & Kuhn

2023-2024 DIRECTORS

Advertising
in the Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at 
(941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com   
Payment is expected at time of  publication. 

Checks may be made payable to 
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Bus. card	 $40 members/$45 non members
1/4 page	 $60 members/$70 non members
1/2 page	 $90 members/$100 non members
Full page	 $150 members/$175 non members

EBlast
Will Search	 $30 members/$40 non members
Job Posting*	 $30 members/$40 non members
*Job posting includes listing on 
www.manateebar.com
Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee 

County Bar Association, is published 8 months annually and is 
circulated electronically to local attorneys, judges and law office 
staff. Issues are later posted to the association website: www.
manateebar.com. Rates shown are for one issue. Discounts 
apply to multiple issues on a prepaid basis. Ads should be 
submitted as high resolution pdf files. Deadline for submission: 
First of the month.

For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive 
Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcba@manateebar.com. For 
ad specifics or variations, contact: Valerie at On Trac Publishing:  
Valerie@ontracnewsletters.com.
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