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 Attention fellow MCBA members: The Planning 
Committee for the 12th Judicial Circuit Bench/Bar Con-
ference is pleased to announce the return of the Bench/
Bar Conference on May 5, 2023 at the Hyatt Regency 
Sarasota. The Committee asks all MCBA members to 
place a hold on their calendar now as invites will follow 
in the coming months. 
 The Conference will feature approximately 10 morn-
ing breakout sessions with panel speakers that should 
appeal to a wide variety of practicing attorneys. Among 
the breakout session topics being considered are: changes and 
proposed changes to the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, case 
management in the 12th Circuit, current developments in estate/
trust/guardianship law, technology and social media as evidence, 
use of Offers of Judgment/Proposals for Settlement, cyber security 
and your law firm, the potential expansion of collaborative law 
into litigation, updates on the law pertaining to attorney’s fees, 
and how to avoid law practice burnout. The afternoon session will 
feature a distinguished panel of judges providing their “View from 
the Bench.” The sessions will be eligible for CLE credits including 
ethics and certification credits.   

 Additionally, the Conference will provide attor-
neys the opportunity to interact with each other and our 
esteemed judges in a more informal setting including 
over breakfast and lunch, which are provided and in-
cluded in the Conference registration fee. There will also 
be a networking social at the Hyatt for all Conference 
attendees following the afternoon session. The Bench/
Bar Conference is the perfect occasion to catch up with 
old friends and meet new ones, reminisce over “war sto-
ries,” and get an update on the current legal and judicial 

landscape.
 The last 12th Circuit Bench/Bar Conference was held on May 
4, 2018 and was a “sell out” attended by 300+ attorneys from the 
approximately 1500 attorneys in our circuit. After the difficulties 
of the last few years, the Planning Committee for the Bench/Bar 
Conference looks forward to similar success in 2023. Should you 
have any questions about the Bench/Bar Conference or if you are 
interested in some excellent sponsorship opportunities, please email 
the MCBA at mcba@manateebar.com. I hope to see you there! 

Bench/Bar is Back! Mark Your Calendars!
By James Lynch, MCBA Director

Family Section Holds CLE
 The Family Section CLE held it’s first CLE of the season, “Injunction Pro-
ceedings in Unified Family Court” taught by Judge Teresa Dees on Thursday, 
November 3rd, 2022.  Over 20 attendees enjoyed lunch from Chicken Salad 
Chick as they were updated by Judge Dees regarding the topic at hand.  Dustin 
Hay, Family Section Chair, generously sponsored the event.  

News from Angel 
Colonneso, Clerk of the 

Circuit Court 
& Comptroller:  

 Beginning November 9, 2022, access to circuit 

civil (CA), county civil (CC), and small claims 

(SC) cases for Manatee Clerk’s Public Records 

Hub general subscribers will change pursuant to 

Administrative Order No. AOSC22-7. Currently, 

certain documents are only viewable on demand. 

On November 9, 2022, these cases will be acces-

sible without requesting review by the Clerk first.

mailto:mcba@manateebar.com
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Can You Give A Little “Jingle” to Help 
Our YLD’s Hurricane Relief Efforts?

 This year, at the MCBA Holiday Party, the YLD will be selling raffle tickets to raise money for hurricane relief efforts for our neigh-
bors to the south.  Captains For Clean Water is our charity of choice this holiday season.  We have some very fun prizes, so please bring 
a little extra “jingle” to purchase your raffle tickets – all for a great cause!  



Inter Alia -NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 Page 3

DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:
November 11     Veterans Day – Office/Clerk  
     Closed
November 17, 2022  Real Property Section Happy Hour  
     at Central Café

November 24 & 25, 2022 
     THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS – 
     OFFICE/CLERK CLOSED

December 2, 2022   Holiday Party at Heritage Harbour  
     Golf Club

December 7, 2022   Board of Directors Meeting – 
      MCJC

December 14, 2022   YLD BOD Meeting on ZOOM

December 26, 2022   CHRISTMAS DAY OBSERVED – 
     OFFICE/CLERK CLOSED

*Dates are subject to change

Lindsey Hahn, Esq.
 Stetson University College of Law
 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2022
 Firm:  Blucher Law Group, PLLC
 Area(s) of Practice:  Eminent Domain, Real Estate/Land 
 Development, Real Estate

Stephen R. Jones, Esq.
 Widener School of Law
 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, N/A
 Firm:  Morgan & Morgan
 Area(s) of Practice:  Personal Injury, Toxic Torts, Medical 
 Malpractice
 Membership:  Associate Member

Bryan T. Lawlor, Esq.
 Stetson University College of Law
 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2022
 Firm:  State Attorney’s Office
 Area(s) of Practice:  Criminal, Government

Welcome New Members

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page on 

our website at www.manateebar.com

WILL SEARCH
Diane Zika Copess

DOB: January 2, 1954
DOD:  October 15, 2022

Spouse: Jack Copess (deceased)

Last Known Address: 
4013 51st Place W., Bradenton, FL 34210

Please contact with any information:  
Cheryl Price

cprice1948@cox.net
352-514-2356

In my 30 years as a 
Supreme Court Certified 
Mediator I have successfully 
mediated every type of 
civil case including:
 
• Construction Litigation
• Business & Commercial 
   Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation
• Personal Injury
• HOA, Condo & MHP Disputes
• Estate & Trust Litigation
• Labor & Employment 

Use my experience to “help me 
help you” reach a settlement.

Mediation   Arbitration

941.955.5100
Dana.Watts@uswdlaw.com
713 South Orange Avenue, Suite 201
Sarasota, FL 34236

BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL LAWYER
CERTIFIED CIRCUIT COURT MEDIATOR

DANA J. WATTS

http://www.manateebar.com
mailto:cprice1948@cox.net


Page 4 Inter Alia -NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022

2021

CHARLES W. TELFAIR, IV  PAST MCBA PRESIDENT
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MCBA Honors Vets with Special Guest Commander Bradley Smith 
(Ret) at October Luncheon

You could have heard a pin drop as Commander Bradley Smith (Ret) spoke of his military service and life lessons learned as a POW 
during the Viet Nam War.  Smith, a pilot, was shot down during a mission and found himself behind enemy lines and held as a Prisoner 
of War for appx. 7 years.  With steadfast certainty, strength and yet humble demeanor, Commander Smith recounted the days, events, 
circumstances, and soldiers (both enemy and brothers) he encountered.  The experience left his body maimed and in pain; however, it 
did not break his spirit of hope, strength, and courage.  The MCBA salutes Commander Bradley Smith and all veterans who have served 
our great country throughout our nation’s history.  Special thanks to METV for filming this once in a lifetime event, and Renée Medina 
County Veterans Services Division Manager, for leading the Pledge of Allegiance.    If you would like to watch the presentation, please 
visit the METV YouTube site.

President Faith Brown calling the meeting to order

Ray Bellamy sharing the Thanksgiving Food Drive with members

MCBA Director Brian Iten, Past President Andrea Johnson, Past President Stephen Dye, MCBA Director Aaron Crittenden, Past 
President Charles Telfair, Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr., MCBA Director Robert Farrance, Judge Edward Nicholas, MCBA Director 
James Lynch.  Front Row:  Renée Medina, County Veterans Services Division Manager, Commander Bradley & Kirsten Smith, 
MCBA President Faith Brown
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EINTZ  LAW 

H

We welcome personal injury case

referrals. 

Please look into the qualifications,

credentials and experience of any firm

before you make a referral.

A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims _____________________________________
941. 748.2916  •  HEINTZLAW.COM 

Se habla Español

All of the awards above that our firm has attained are

non-tested. Board certification is significantly more

difficult to achieve than any of the above.

Steven Heintz is in the less than 1% of Florida lawyers that are

board certified by the Florida Bar. Less than 1/2 of 1% are board

certified by the National Board. Steve is certified by the National

Board of Trial Advocacy
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36 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

•  Harvard College B.A., 
1975

•  Capital University Law 
School, J.D., Cum Laude, 
1986

•  Harvard Law School 
 Mediation Training 

Program
•  Chaiman, Florida Bar 

Alternative Dispute 
 Resolution Section 
 2015-2016
• Chairman, Florida Bar
 Council of Sections
 2018-2019
•  Certified Circuit Civil
 Mediator
•  Certified County Civil
 Mediator

•  Probate matters

•  Will and trust contests

•  Real estate

•  Homeowner and 

 condominium associations

•  Foreclosures

•  Commercial and residential

 leases and tenancies

•  Business and commercial  

 litigation

•  Personal Injury

D. ROBERT HOYLE P.A.
941-745-1124

bhoyle@hoylefirm.com

6707 35th Avenue West
Bradenton, FL  34209 

Calendar availability and full bio at 
floridamediators.org/Robert Hoyle

Mediation Mediation 
ServicesServices
BOB HOYLEBOB HOYLE

https://calendly.com/manateebar/holiday_party_2022
https://calendly.com/manateebar/holiday_party_2022
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FFaammiillyy  LLaaww  AAttttoorrnneeyy  PPoossiitt iioonn--   BBrraaddeennttoonn  

Gulfcoast Legal Services, a nonprofit civil legal aid provider, is seeking a full-time staff 
attorney to join our team. We are looking to fill one position in the family law unit to serve 
Manatee and Sarasota Counties. Occasional travel to our Pinellas County offices may be 
necessary. 

The staff attorney position involves a high degree of professionalism, advocacy, compassion, 
and independence. The successful candidate will provide a full range of high quality legal 
services to individual clients and to client groups, including representation in circuit court 
and administrative proceedings. The position reports to an experienced managing attorney.  

Education/Experience Requirements 

• A commitment to the provision of high-quality legal services to the poor. 
• Juris Doctorate degree from ABA-accredited law school. 
• Florida Bar membership and eligibility to practice law in the State of Florida. 
• Prior experience as an attorney a plus, with preference for prior family law 

experience. Law school clinical experience and/or internship will be considered. 
• Fluency in Spanish is strongly preferred. 

 
Interested applicants may send their resume to:   Tara Meyer 
       Fiscal & Human Resources Coordinator 
       Taram@gulfcoastlegal.org 
	

https://calendly.com/manateebar/nov17_realpropertysectionhappyhour
https://calendly.com/manateebar/nov17_realpropertysectionhappyhour


Inter Alia -NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022 Page 9

 

 

 
FFaammiillyy  LLaaww  AAttttoorrnneeyy  PPoossiitt iioonn--   BBrraaddeennttoonn  
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and independence. The successful candidate will provide a full range of high quality legal 
services to individual clients and to client groups, including representation in circuit court 
and administrative proceedings. The position reports to an experienced managing attorney.  
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• A commitment to the provision of high-quality legal services to the poor. 
• Juris Doctorate degree from ABA-accredited law school. 
• Florida Bar membership and eligibility to practice law in the State of Florida. 
• Prior experience as an attorney a plus, with preference for prior family law 

experience. Law school clinical experience and/or internship will be considered. 
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Interested applicants may send their resume to:   Tara Meyer 
       Fiscal & Human Resources Coordinator 
       Taram@gulfcoastlegal.org 
	

JOB POSTINGS:JOB POSTINGS:
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY/WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION ATTORNEY WANTED
AV Rated law firm seeks associate position. Candidate 

does not need prior experience, we will train.  You must 

live in the Sarasota/Bradenton area or be willing to 

relocate. You will also be expected to network by 

attending community and legal events.  

Please, submit resume to 

ccarlson@carlsonmeissner.com

Have you gotten your JCID 
Card? You only have until 

November 30th
 If you haven’t, please know you will have a longer security 
screening experience. To avoid it, and expedite your entry, get your 
card.
 How?
 For more information, please visit the 12th Judicial Circuit website 
here.

mailto:ccarlson@carlsonmeissner.com
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
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To see more from our incredible teachers, visit saintstephens.org
315 41st St. W., Bradenton, FL 34209  |  (941) 746-2121

. . . feeling blessed because we are a school that 
supports the arts. If you want to take band, 
fine arts or theater, you can. There are a lot of 
programs across the country that do not offer 
that. Saint Stephen’s does and values it.

Jeannine Elisha
Theater

Teaching at Saint Stephen’s is...

Deeper Understanding.
Better Solutions.

As both a Certified Circuit Court Mediator and a trial 

attorney Board Certified  in Business Litigation, I have 

over 30 years of experience  in a broad range of disputes.

Let me put this experience to work for you in 

helping  you resolve your client's case.

  
Mediation can be via Zoom, 
or at your office or mine.

CHAPMAN MEDIATION
B U S I N E S S  A N D  E S TAT E  M E D I AT I O N  

Tel: (941) 404-4616  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  www.johnchapmanlaw.com

Court Approved Arbitrator  • Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
 Trial Attorney Board Certified in Business Litigation 

Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com
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BBAARRNNEESS  WWAALLKKEERR,,  GGOOEETTHHEE,,  PPEERRRROONN  &&  SSHHEEAA,,  PPLLLLCC  
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the area of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 
• Estate planning 
• Probate and trust administration and litigation 
• Elective share and surviving spouse rights 
• Homestead issues 
• Probate and trust related appeals 

• Elder Law 
• Guardianship administration and 

litigation 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
 

  
JJeeffffrreeyy  SS..  GGooeetthhee,,  EEssqq..  

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• Past President, Manatee County Bar Association 

LLaawwrreennccee  WW..  TThhoommaass,,  EEssqq..  
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County 

Bar Association 

 
KKeevviinn  MM..  CCoollllvveerr,,  EEssqq  

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1997 

• Member, Manatee County Bar Association 

• LL.M., Taxation, Univ. of Florida  
  

  
MM..  BBrraannddoonn  RRoobbiinnssoonn,,  EEssqq.. 

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Director, Manatee County Bar Association Young 

Lawyer’s Division 
 

Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 
BRADENTON 

3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-6763 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 

Telephone (941) 727-8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 776-4816 

 

““AA  RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE,,  WWIILLLLSS//TTRRUUSSTTSS,,  CCIIVVIILL  LLIITTIIGGAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  LLAAWW  GGRROOUUPP”” 

Stetson Law Students 
and Alumni Mixer 

Friday, November 18th
St. Petersburg Yacht Club 

(11 Central Avenue)
5:30-7:30 PM

RSVP Here: 
https://stetsonlaw.formstack.com/forms/sba_

student_alumni_mixer_2022

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

https://stetsonlaw.formstack.com/forms/sba_student_alumni_mixer_2022
https://stetsonlaw.formstack.com/forms/sba_student_alumni_mixer_2022
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We take an active role - We never give up!
HOLDING VIRTUAL SESSIONS FOR CASES PENDING IN ANY COUNTY

Quality mediation and arbitration 
services at a reasonable price

  Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator

  Florida Supreme Court Qualified Arbitrator

  Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer (1998)

  AV Preeminent Rating by Martindale Hubbell

  Has arbitrated and mediated 2,000+ cases to conclusion

BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT ONLINE 
DonnaTisch.com

Visit our website for more information
on rates, travel, and other details

941.600.9431

DonnaTisch.com

donna@donnatisch.com

5409 Mang Place
Sarasota, FL 34238

KEN SWAN
BROKER ASSOCIATE

MICHAEL HARSHMAN, ESQ
BUSINESS BROKER

LORA L. HOWELL, ESQ
BUSINESS BROKER

WE CAN ASSIST!

SERVING MANATEE, SARASOTA 
COUNTIES & beyond SINCE 1939

WagnerRealty.com/business-brokerage

VOTED LOCAL FAVORITE
YEAR AFTER YEAR!

941.756.7800  
8141 LAKEWOOD MAIN ST., STE N106

LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202

READY TO BUY OR SELL A BUSINESS?

Meet our expanded Business Brokerage Team
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Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 

Mediation Services 

 

 
 

Jack Hawkins, Esquire 
Certified Circuit Civil and Family Law Mediator 

 
Over 40 years’ experience in  

Civil Trial, Family, and Business Law Practice 
 

Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 
1023 Manatee Avenue West 
Bradenton, Florida  34205 

Email:  jhawkins@grimesgalvano.com 
Website:  www.grimesgalvano.com 

Phone:  941-748-0151 
Fax:  941-748-0158 
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The appeal process is challenging and complex. 
Bring expertise and a fresh perspective to your case. 

(941) 366-4680  |   dglawyers.com

Jesse R. Butler
Board Certified Appellate Specialist 

Protecting Victories
Challenging Errors

APPELLATE
PRACTICE

Jesse Butler

1205 Manatee Avenue West  |  Bradenton, Florida 34205  |  (941) 748-3770  |  mrh@phkhlaw.com
Live or virtual options available  |  www.westfloridamediation.com 

Mary R. Hawk
Available to mediate or arbitrate disputes in the following areas of law:

• Real Property 

• Community Associations

• Probate/Wills/Trusts 

• Business/Commercial/Civil Litigation

Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator and Certified Arbitrator since 2008. Florida Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator and Certified Arbitrator since 2008. 

M E D I A T I O N A R B I T R A T I O N
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http://wwwlmanateebar.com
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http://trustnota.com
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(941) 822-8722

info@myconnectcentral.com

1201 6th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205

Virtual Mailbox Office Space

Co-Working Meeting Rooms

FLEXIBLE WORKPLACE SOLUTIONS

Connect Central is a space where entrepreneurs, 
professionals, and organizations of all sizes can find 

flexible workspace options and reliable solutions. 
Connect offers a polished business environment with a 

casual atmosphere for collaboration and connection 
right in the heart of Downtown Bradenton.

MyConnectCentral.com

MANATEECF.ORG | 941.747.7765
WE’RE YOUR PARTNER IN PHILANTHROPY

At Manatee Community Foundation, we partner
with caring people to help their charitable giving

make a lasting impact.

Healthy families. Access to education. 
Clean water. Arts and culture. 

Opportunities to succeed. 
The chance to give and make a difference.

What matters most 
in our community?
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Manatee County Bar assoCiation
ProfessionalisM • fellowshiP • serviCe

2022-2023 offiCers
President Faith Z. Brown, Esq. Brown & Brown Law Firm
President-Elect Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq. Harlee & Bald, P.A.
Secretary Brian A. Iten, Esq. Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer David W. Wilcox, Esq. David W. Wilcox, Attorney

Robert A. Farrance, Esq.  Hon. Robert Farrance (ret.)
Andre R. Perron, Esq.  Barnes, Walker, PLLC
James E. Lynch, Esq.  Harllee & Bald, P.A.
Alexandria Nicodemi, Esq.   YLD Pres. Manatee County Attorney’s Office 
Dan Van Etten, Esq. Blalock Walters, P.A.
Dustin S. Wagner, Esq. Lightning Law, PLLC

YLD PRESIDENT: 
Grace Reeves, Esq. Herman & Wells, P.A.

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:   
Stephen R. Dye, Esq. Dye Harrison, P.L.L.C.

2022-2023 DireCtors

Advertising
in the Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico at 
(941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. Payment is 
expected at time of   publication. Checks may be 
made payable to MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Braden-

ton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Bus. card $40 members/$45 non members
1/4 page $60 members/$70 non members
1/2 page $90 members/$100 non members
Full page $150 members/$175 non members

EBlast
Will Search    $30 members/$40 non members
Job Posting*  $30 members/$40 non members
*Job posting includes listing 
on www.manateebar.com

Inter Alia, the newsletter of the Manatee County Bar Association, 
is published 8 months annually and is circulated electronically 
to local attorneys, judges and law office staff. Issues are later 
posted to the association website: www.manateebar.com. Rates 
show are for one issue. Discounts apply to multiple issues on a 
prepaid basis. Ads should be submitted as high resolution pdf 
files. Deadline for submission: First of the month.

For information, please call Graceann Frederico, Executive 
Director at (941) 741-4091 or email mcba@manateebar.com. 
For ad specifics or variations, contact: Joan at Teledrex: joan@
teledrex.com.

  Executive Director: Layout & Design: 
  Graceann Frederico Teledrex, Inc.
 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003
              

http://www.manateebar.com
http://www.manateebar.com
mailto:mcba@manateebar.com
mailto:joan@teledrex.com
mailto:joan@teledrex.com

