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What a Long Strange Trip It’s Been
By Steven Dye, Esq., MCBA President

 Nineteen eighty-three was a big 
year in my life. I graduated from law 
school, moved back to Bradenton, 
passed the Bar exam, got married and 
started my law practice. And I had no 
idea what I was doing.

So, I immediately joined the Manatee 
County Bar Association. It was incom-
prehensible not to do that. The monthly 
lunch meetings were at the same location, 

however, it was just called “The Pier” back then. The Board, with 
no executive director, met there in a private dining room monthly. 
The Bar president and his/her legal assistant pretty much had to do 
most of the work and keep the records. Who would do that now?
 The meetings were well attended, a little more formal back then 
as everyone read the book, “Dress for Success”. Dark blue suits, 
white shirt, red tie, black shoes. Briefcase. Women the same, with a 
“cowl neck” blouse and blown dry hair. Bangs were very in. I even 
had them. “Casual Friday” had not been invented yet. Otherwise, 
it was very similar to present day meetings with decent food and 
good programs. I do recall as a newer member that some of the older 
established attorneys were a bit intimidating compared to today, 
and even in 1983, there were quite a few women lawyers, similar 
to my law school class. There was no kiddie pool. You were forced 
into the deep end. There was also no “professionalism” movement 
and the backlash against legal bullies, both male and female, had 
unfortunately, not begun. Quite a few of the judges were downright 
nasty and you would dread appearing before them.
 Sometime between 1983 and today job satisfaction with the 
legal profession dropped a great deal. To top it off, at every social 
gathering you would be hit with “lawyer jokes” from non-lawyers 
which were mean spirited and offensive. Political correctness was 
years away and we all just had to deal with it. 
 Yet something happened, and I cannot point to exactly when, but 
things got better and job satisfaction went up a bit. My theory is that 
lawyers and judges collectively decided, indirectly, that if you were 
nicer to each other and lightened up a bit that the stress and pressure 
would go way down. Or maybe the lawyer jokes pulled us together. 
Whatever happened, we collectively started to see ourselves more as 
allies in the trenches, and the critics and laypersons were really our 
opponents, not the other lawyers. And yes, we have a responsibility 
to represent our clients, but we also have a greater responsibility 
to ourselves and to our profession and society in general. Lawyers 
actually keep things from falling apart more than people understand. 
And while most clients do not understand this concept, I believe 
we are lucky that in Manatee County most attorneys and judges do 
understand this, making practice here more desirable than in many 
other counties around the state.

On a regular basis, non-Manatee County judges and attorneys 
tell me they like it when they have a matter in our County, that our 
judges and attorneys are professional and courteous. I also hear this 
about our Bar Association. That compared to some of our neigh-
boring counties, we are seen as people who act more like friends 
than competitors. We have a healthy and vibrant Bar Association 
where our members socialize, blow off steam, discuss matters they 
are working on in a relaxed atmosphere, while catching up with 
each other’s personal lives. We openly embrace all new members 
regardless of background in a friendly and inclusive atmosphere. 
We refer business to each other and network with the new attorneys 
which is very valuable to them and to us. 
 For these reasons, I am proud and excited to be the president for 
the upcoming year. We have a very strong board and officers, and 
the best executive director in the state: yay Graceann! I plan to make 
sure we have interesting programs that you will not want to miss. 
I also plan to have more joint activities with the Young Lawyers 
Division, especially outdoor themed, bringing our entire Association 
together as much as possible. The Young Lawyers Division also has 
very strong leadership and I foresee them having a great year on 
their own. 
 In sum, this Association, your Association, has been exceptional 
my entire career, valuable to me personally, and I look forward to 
us having another fantastic year. 
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Manatee FAWL Elects 
New Board Of Directors

 Manatee FAWL (Florida Association for Women Lawyers) 
has installed officers and board members for the 2021-22 year.  
Officers are Whitney Glaser, Esq., President; Sean Powers, 
Esq., Vice President; Judge Diana Moreland, Secretary; Jennifer 
Fowler-Hermes, Esq., Treasurer; and Lisa Gonzalez Moore, 
Esq., Past-President. Board members are Dana Langanella 
Gerling, Esq.; Anne Hunter, Esq.; Darlene Ragoonanan, Esq.; 
and Stephanie Baptiste Sandaire, Esq.  Manatee FAWL actively 
promotes gender equality and the leadership roles of Manatee 
FAWL’s members in the legal profession, judiciary and commu-
nity at large. The group provides educational and networking 
opportunities for Manatee FAWL members; as well as supporting 
Manatee County charitable organizations.
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Angel Colonneso Presents Award To Senator Jim Boyd
 The Manatee County Clerk of 
the Circuit Court and Comptroller 
and 2021-22 Florida Court Clerks 
and Comptroller (FCCC) President 
Angel Colonneso gathered together 
with fellow Clerks and Comptrol-
lers on Tuesday, July 20, in the his-
toric courtroom within the Manatee 
Clerk’s Office to present Senator 
Jim Boyd with the Clerk Legislator 
of the Year Award for his support of 
Clerks’ during the 2021 Legislative 
Session.  Pictures from left to right 
are:  Cindy Stuart, Hillsborough 
County Clerk of Court; Karen 
Rushing, Sarasota County Clerk of 
Court; FL State Senator Jim Boyd; 
Angel Colonneso, Manatee County 
Clerk of Court; and Tom Bexley, 
Flagler County Clerk of Court.  

	

BBAARRNNEESS  WWAALLKKEERR,,  GGOOEETTHHEE,,  PPEERRRROONN  &&  SSHHEEAA,,  PPLLLLCC  
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the area of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 
• Estate planning 
• Probate and trust administration and litigation 
• Elective share and surviving spouse rights 
• Homestead issues 
• Probate and trust related appeals 

• Elder Law 
• Guardianship administration and 

litigation 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
 

  
JJeeffffrreeyy  SS..  GGooeetthhee,,  EEssqq..  

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• Past President, Manatee County Bar Association 

LLaawwrreennccee  WW..  TThhoommaass,,  EEssqq..  
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County 

Bar Association 

 
KKeevviinn  MM..  CCoollllvveerr,,  EEssqq  

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1997 

• Member, Manatee County Bar Association 

• LL.M., Taxation, Univ. of Florida  
  

  
MM..  BBrraannddoonn  RRoobbiinnssoonn,,  EEssqq.. 

• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Director, Manatee County Bar Association Young 

Lawyer’s Division 
 

Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 
BRADENTON 

3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-6763 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 

Telephone (941) 727-8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 776-4816 

 

““AA  RREEAALL  EESSTTAATTEE,,  WWIILLLLSS//TTRRUUSSTTSS,,  CCIIVVIILL  LLIITTIIGGAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  LLAAWW  GGRROOUUPP”” 

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR
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The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.

Looking for Job Opportunities?
Check out our Job Openings page on 

our website at www.manateebar.com

MCBA YLD’s 2020-2021 Term Ends Strong
By Dustin Wagner, YLD President

 When I learned that I would be writ-
ing about the YLD’s year-in-review 
ten months ago, I was not sure if there 
would be much to review. For a sec-
ond, I pictured writing a one paragraph 
summary given the uncertainty hosting 
public events and socials. However, we 
rallied and put “runs on the board” when 
it mattered most. Our YLD 2020-2021 
year needs no asterisk in the events col-

umn as a result. I am proud of the work we accomplished under the 
circumstances. We are grateful for the time and dedication received 
from outgoing MCBA President Charles Telfair and outgoing YLD 
President Alex Nicodemi. CT and Alex set the bar high for their 
successors and deserve a round of drinks…I mean applause.
 As you know, the 2020-2021 term started off slow as we all stayed 
in our bunkers while Covid restrictions lingered. YLD eventually hit 
the ground running as soon as we could safely congregate though. 
Our first shindig was an ugly sweater/mask Holiday Food Drive at 
Motorworks Brewing. This event worked well because folks had the 
opportunity to quickly drop off food in one of our collection bins 
and leave, or stick around to mingle. Your YLD managed to round 
up 629 pounds of food for Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee. 
They were incredibly grateful for the generosity of ALL our MCBA 
members.
 The YLD also orchestrated a drive to collect blankets for our 
local pups at Manatee County Animal Services with our Paws for a 
Cause. This endeavor was spear-headed by Kelley Thompson; she 
did a great job promoting the cause. Mayor Shirley Groover Bry-
ant of Palmetto attended the blankets drop-off, along with Annette 
Gutierrez of Suncoast News Network (who featured the story in an 
SNN segment). The Paws for Cause drive netted over 150 blankets. 
We appreciate all those that donated, including Mayor Bryant and 
the Parrish Fire Department.

 From April 1, 2021, to May 27, 2021, YLD members participated 
in the Florida Bar YLD Health & Wellness Olympics. This challenge 
was meant to inspire Florida lawyers to focus more on their mental 
and physical health and wellness through accountability. The Florida 
Bar YLD created a point tracking system for those YLD members 
that accepted the challenge. The activities that participants could 
earn points doing included everything from biking, golfing, and 
kayaking to deep breathing exercises, avoiding alcoholic drinks, 
and massages. Our YLD did a solid job competing and deserve a 
thumbs-up!
 Finally, our YLD hosted a 5K “Run for Fun” in May as our last 
event of the year at Anna Maria Island’s the Sandbar Restaurant. 
This was a humbling experience for me personally, and I am glad it 
was not video recorded. We had the pleasure of running into what 
felt like gale force winds for the first mile and a half. We held our 
own though. Andrea Johnson brought her track star son, who crushed 
the run and reminded me of what fast looks like. Afterwards, we 
enjoyed hanging out on the Sandbar’s patio deck with a great view 
of the water and sunset.
 As I mentioned, there are big shoes to fill for the 2021-2022 term. 
As this year’s YLD President, I am honored with this privilege and 
committed to enhancing the YLD legacy. Go Gators!      
 In May, the Young Lawyers Division hosted a 5K at the Sand Bar 
Restaurant on Anna Maria Island.  Dustin Wagner of Lightening 
Law, PLLC sponsored the event where participants could walk 
or run the 5k on the beach, and then enjoy a refreshing beverage 
afterward.  Lots of energy, fun, and a beautiful sunset was on hand 
– and plenty of laughs.  Despite the wind, the runners and walkers 
persevered with the fastest finish of 18:30 going to Trenton Johnson, 
son of MCBA Past President, Andrea Johnson.  The event was part 
of the YLD’s participation in a larger health and wellness initiative 
of the Florida Bar YLD, #YLDMotionGranted.  

Congratulations, 
Alexandria Nicodemi!

 At the 2021-22 Annual Convention of 
The Florida Bar, MCBA YLD Immediate 
Past President, Alexandria Nicodemi was 
sworn in as a member of The Florida Bar 
YLD Board of Governors!  Alex will be 
joining MCBA member, Jesse Butler 
and Jodi Ruberg as representatives for 
the 12th Judicial Circuit.  Alex is also 
a newly elected director of the MCBA 
Board of Directors.  Well done, Alex!  
We are proud of you!



Page 4 Inter Alia - SUMMER 2021

MCBA Member and Manatee 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court 

and Comptroller, 
Angel Colonneso, is the 

2021-22 Florida Court Clerks 
& Comptrollers President

 The Honorable Angel Colonneso, Clerk of the Manatee County 
Circuit Court and Comptroller, was installed as the Florida Court 
Clerks & Comptrollers (FCCC) President on Wednesday, June 30, 
2021, during FCCC’s 2021 Summer Conference Annual Banquet. 
President Colonneso was sworn in by State Representative Will 
Robinson, District 71, and took over for the Honorable Tara S. 
Green, Clay County Clerk of Court and Comptroller, who served 
as FCCC President during 2020-2021. 
 FCCC is a statewide, nonprofit member association composed 
of Florida’s Clerks of the Circuit Court and Comptrollers. FCCC 
provides local government support services, technical assistance, 
and accreditation opportunities for all association members. 
 The FCCC President provides direction for the association’s 
activities, which includes the 68 independently elected Clerks of 
Court and Comptrollers from throughout the state, in a united effort 
to act as the premier model of exceptional government and improve 
their services for residents and protect the public trust. In addition, 
as an Executive Committee member, the FCCC President plays an 
integral role in guiding the ongoing oversight of business activities, 
program policies, and operations for the association. 

Congratulations, Angel!

Manatee County Seeking Special 
Magistrate Applicants

 Manatee County is accepting applicants for vacancies for four 
Special Magistrates, volunteer positions who hear and decide al-
leged violations of Manatee’s Land Development Code and Code 
of Ordinances, imposing fines against the violators.
  All Manatee County residents may apply for any of the volunteer 
positions. Special Magistrates are usually attorneys, retired judges, 
paralegals, and others with a legal background and/or law experi-
ence.  The new Special Magistrate appointees will fill four-year 
terms which expire in October, 2025. Special Magistrates serve on 
a volunteer basis. A full list of qualifications for Special Magistrates 
can be found in the County’s Code of Ordinances Chapter 2-7-21. 
  The Special Magistrate typically holds hearings on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m. in the first floor Patricia M. 
Glass Commission Chambers of the Manatee County Administrative 
Center, 1112 Manatee Ave., W., Bradenton.
  Applications are due Sept. 1 and may be found online at: www.
mymanatee.org/advisory_boards
 For more information, call Manatee County Code Enforcement 
Chief Jeffrey Bowman at (941) 748-2071 or e-mail Jeffery.bow-
man@mymanatee.org.
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12th Circuit Judicial
 Nominating Commission 

Elects New Chairs
 On July 12, 2021, the Twelfth Circuit Judicial Nominating 
Commission held its annual meeting and elected Bonnie Lee 
Polk, Esq. of the Law Firm Williams Parker as Chair (effective 
August 1, 2021) and Alvin Brown, Esq. of the Law Firm Alvin 
K. Brown, P.A. as Vice-Chair (effective August 1, 2021).

Manatee County Bar Association 
Announces 2021-22 

Board Of Officers & Directors
 Bradenton, FL:  Recently, the Manatee County Bar Association 
held its annual meeting and elected  Stephen R. Dye, Esq. (Presi-
dent), of Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC; 
Faith Z. Brown, Esq. (President Elect), of Faith Z. Brown, P.A. ; 
Brian A. Iten, Esq. (Secretary), of the Manatee County Sheriff’s 
Office; David W. Wilcox, Esq. (Treasurer), of David W. Wilcox, 
Attorney;  Andre R. Perron, Esq. (Director), of Barnes Walker; Mary 
F. LeVine, Esq. (Director, of Blalock Walters, P.A; James E. Lynch, 
Esq. (Director), of Harllee & Bald, P.A.; Alexandria C. Nicodemi, 
Esq. (Director), of the Manatee County Attorney’s Office; Aaron B. 
Crittenden, Esq. (Director), of Harllee & Bald, P.A.; Stacey Malo-
ney, Esq. (Director), of The Law Office of Stacey Maloney, PLLC; 
Dustin S. Wagner, Esq., (Director) of Lightning Law PLLC; and 
Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq. (Imm. Past President), of Lutz, Bobo 
& Telfair, P.A.  
 Established in 1902, and officially incorporated in 1963, the 
stated purpose of the MCBA included “inculcating in its members 
the principles and duties of service to the public, improving the 
administration of justice and advancing the science of jurisprudence 
among the members; maintaining the highest standards in the pro-
fession of law in the County of Manatee and in the State of Florida; 
and maintaining and promoting social and recreational gatherings 
in order to provide for a cooperative spirit among the members of 
the Bar and their families.”
 The tradition and mission of the MCBA continues fostering a 
unified, professional, and mostly harmonious bar association with 
a rich history of service among the bench, the bar, and to the public. 
Its members continue to nurture a small-town communal spirit while 
adapting to and embracing the growth and change that is reflective 
of the County of Manatee.

In my 30 years as a 
Supreme Court Certified 
Mediator I have successfully 
mediated every type of 
civil case including:
 
• Construction Litigation
• Business & Commercial 
   Litigation
• Real Estate Litigation
• Personal Injury
• HOA, Condo & MHP Disputes
• Estate & Trust Litigation
• Labor & Employment 

Use my experience to “help me 
help you” reach a settlement.

Mediation   Arbitration

941.955.5100
Dana.Watts@uswdlaw.com
713 South Orange Avenue, Suite 201
Sarasota, FL 34236

BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL LAWYER
CERTIFIED CIRCUIT COURT MEDIATOR

DANA J. WATTS

Way to Go, Manatee FAWL!  
 Manatee FAWL is proud to announce that they raised more than 
$12,000 for their 2020-21 charity, Turning Points. This organization 
helps Manatee County residents on the verge of homelessness, as 
well as those who are homeless. Despite the challenges during the 
pandemic, Turning Points was open every day to assist those in 
need. Manatee FAWL held various events throughout the year to 
raise the funds. Each year, Manatee FAWL selects a local charity to 
support.  For more information about Manatee FAWL, please email 
fawlmanatee@gmail.com
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MCBA 100 Club 
Affordable Attorneys, Gerling Law Group Chartered

Blalock Walters, PA
Boyer & Boyer, PA

Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & St. Paul, PL
Lancaster & Eure

Mackey Law Group, PA
Manatee County Attorney’s Office

Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk, PA

 The MCBA is proud to have such wonderful members!  The 
“100 Club” is a special recognition within the MCBA reflecting our 
members’ commitment to the advancement of the legal profession 
while enhancing the community.   To become a member of the “100 
Club”, every attorney in your firm must be a member of the MCBA.  
Firms with 100% attorney participation are:
  Listed in Inter Alia
  Listed on the MCBA Website 
  Sent a special “100 Club” badge to be used in their 
   marketing materials

 The MCBA’s “100 Club” is open to renewal each year, as it does 
not automatically renew due to changes in firm rosters from year to 
year.  Firms must renew each year to participate.  Firms must have 
two or more attorneys to be eligible.

CAFTO LLC            P.O. Box 2838,     Sarasota, FL 34230      941.322.6396 

3.5 x 2.0      Manatee County Bar Assn newsletter ‘Inter Alia’ 

  

Construction Consultant - Arbitrator 

Owner’s Representative - Expert Witness 

Charlie Wilson 
941.322.6396   cwilson8221@gmail.com   

Commercial General Contractor for 35 years 

LEED AP 
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NEW AFTER HOURS DROP OFF LOCATION: Harllee Bald, 
August 3rd and 4th     5:00-6:30 PM
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ESTATE AND 
PROBATE DISPUTES

Now accepting referrals
of estate and probate 
disputes, including will 

and trust contests, 
on contingency.

Division of fees paid 
in accordance with 
Florida Bar Rules

CALL TODAY 941.877.6347

BOARD CERTIFIED - BUSINESS LITIGATION, THE FLORIDA BAR 
1515 Ringling Boulevard, Suite 870 | Sarasota, FL 34236

Fax: 941.404.4605 | jchapman@johnchapmanlaw.com | johnchapmanlaw.com

25+ Years Experience
10 out of 10 AVVO Rating

DEEPER UNDERSTANDING. BETTER SOLUTIONS.
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A Night to Remember – The Retirement Event of the Year - 
It Finally Happened!

 On June 17th, members, friends, and family gathered to celebrate retirement with Judge Bob Farrance.  The party was a year in the 
making, courtesy of a worldwide pandemic now known as Covid-19.  Through many postponements, cancellations, location changes, 
ups, downs, regulations, directives, suggestions, hopes and dreams, the party happened and what a night it was!  
 Lights, camera, action – both Judge Durand Adams (Retired) with Judge Charles Williams presented a motion picture with no shortage 
of action, photos, interviews, and rare footage of the celebrated star of the evening.    METV Director, Charles Clapsaddle presented a 
story-telling out-take perfectly encapsulating the personality and career of Judge Farrance.  
 The special evening was full of fun, laughs, and a few tears, as over 100 attendees celebrated the successful career of Judge Robert 
Farrance.  
 Special thanks to those who made the event possible:  Ed & Donna Sobel; Barnes Walker; Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano; 
Harllee Bald; Lutz Bobo Telfair; Porges Hamlin Knowles & Hawk;  Mulock Law; Chris Pratt; , Connie Mederos Jacobs;  Legler Murphy 
& Battaglia;  Jim Knowles;  Dye Harrison;  Lori Dorman; Heintz Law; Medallion Homes Gulf Coast; METV and Charles Clapsaddle; 
Judge Durand Adams (Ret.);  Judge Charles Williams;  Christine Cyprett; Pier 22; and Graceann Frederico, MCBA Executive Director.  

Judge Farrance and mom, Marian

MCBA President Charles Telfair 
and Valerie Telfair presenting “retirement kit”

Tim Knowles, Nelon Kirkland, 
and Jim Knowles
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Highlights of 2021-22 Annual Meeting
 On June 30, 2021 the MCBA held its Annual Meeting at Pier 22.  Over 75 guests met over the lunch hour to elect and welcome the 
2021-22 Board of Directors, including the Young Lawyers Division Board of Directors.  Both boards were sworn in by Judge Gilbert 
Smith, who also provided historical insight as to the early days of the MCBA, specifically noting the Dye family’s involvement with 
local history and community leadership.  
 Guest speaker, Emily Lekahal, General Counsel of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, gave a fantastic presentation of what it’s like to have 
a daily walk in her shoes with the Super Bowl Champions!  Westminster Communities of Bradenton, a Gold Level Annual Sponsor 
of the association, provided a gift basket to raffle winner, Cliff Walters, of Blalock Walters; and provided “swag bags” to all attendees.  
 The 2021-22 MCBA Board of Directors thanks all who made the day possible, including the MCBA Annual Sponsors, Westminster 
Communities of Bradenton, Bar Prep Hero, Law Pay, South State Bank, Firkins Auto, and Lucente & Associates.  

Steve Dye and Emily Lekahal

Steve Dye presenting Charles 
Telfair with commemorative 
plaque

Steve Dye and Charlie 
Telfair, the newly elected 
MCBA President with the 
Immediate Past President

The newly elected MCBA Board of Directors and the YLD Board of Directors

Judge Gilbert and Emily 
Lekahal.
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DATES TO REMEMBER:DATES TO REMEMBER:
August 4, 2021 MCBA Board of Directors Planning Meeting

August 11, 2021 MCBA YLD Board of Directors Planning 
Meeting 

August 20, 2021 Investiture of Judges Gould & Steele

September 1, 2021 MCBA BOD Meeting

September 8, 2021 MCBA YLD BOD Meeting

September 29, 2021 General Membership Luncheon

October 6, 2021 MCBA BOD Meeting

October 13, 2021 MCBA YLD BOD Meeting

October 27, 2021 General Membership Luncheon

November 3, 2021 MCBA BOD Meeting

November 5, 2021 Investiture of Judge Bruning

November 10, 2021 MCBA YLD BOD Meeting

December 1, 2021 MCBA BOD Meeting

December 8, 2021 MCBA YLD BOD Meeting

*dates are subject to change – check your weekly News You Can
Use email for updates

Brian Iten, David Wilcox, Emily Lekahal, Steve Dye, and 
Charles Telfair

Cliff Walters gladly receiving the winning gift basket, from annual 
sponsor, Westminster Communities of Bradenton

Annual Sponsors, Westminster Communities of Bradenton, with 
their gift bags for all attendees!
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Manatee County Bar Association Annual Dues for current members are $225.00* for the 
year (July 1st through June 30th).  This notice is payable upon receipt.   Please return this 

completed form with check payable to: 
Manatee County Bar Association ~ P.O. Box 796 ~ Bradenton, FL  34206 

Note:  Renewals may also be paid online at www.manateebar.com 
*Subject to a 3.5% administration fee*

~ UPDATE YOUR CONTACT & PRACTICE INFORMATION AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO 
APPEAR IN OUR ONLINE DIRECTORY ~FORM MUST BE COMPLETED IN ITS ENTIRETY

Member Name: ____________________________________________FL. Bar #: _________________
(lastname, firstname, middle initial)

• • • • NOTICE • • • •

2021-22 DUES RENEWAL 
MANATEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Complete name of firm:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

StreetAddress:____________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________State:________________  Zip: ________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________  Cell: _____________________________________ 

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

List 3 primary areas of practice  (use attached list to make your selections) 

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

FL Bar Certifications held: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Federal Court Admissions: ___________________________________________________________________

Law School: _________________________________ Year Admitted to The Florida Bar: ___________________ 
Languages Spoken, other than English: _______________________________________________________
 Other State(s) Admitted to Practice Law: ______________________________________________________

*Annual dues paid by credit card require a 3.5% Administration Fee totaling: $232.86
If using a credit card, please pay via our website at www.manateebar.com  and email your Dues Renewal
Notice to MCBA@ManateeBar.com

For Office Use:  Check #:_______   Amount: $_______  CC:   $_______  Date  recvd:_________ 
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……….COMMITTEE and SECTION PREFERENCE………. 
Please indicate your interest for the 2021-22 Bar Association year: 

SECTIONS:    Practice sections offer continuing legal education programs and events focused on relevant 
topics.  Section involvement provides lawyers with a forum to enhance their substantive practice skills, and 
to interact with others practicing similar areas of law.  Please indicate your interest in any of the Sections 
listed below: 

_______ Family Law     

_______ Probate, Estate, Guardianship 

_______ Young Lawyers (40 yrs. & younger) 

_______ Real Property

 _______ Solo/Small Firm 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

COMMITTEES:  Please indicate your choice(s) below. 

______  Membership:  To include recruitment/retention of members and beneficial services for members. 

______  Youth Related Education:  To include activities relating to civics education, classroom speaker’s 

  bureau and youth education programs. 

______  Events:  To include the planning and preparations for social activities throughout 

  the year, to include Law Day, Spring Beach Party and Holiday Party in December. 

______  PR/Communications:  Solicits and reviews monthly articles for the Inter Alia, press releases, etc. 

______  Community Service:  To include the coordination of the annual Community Service recognition awards 

  and participation in local community service projects.   

_______Heritage Committee:  Collects and preserves the history of the MCBA 

_______ByLaws Committee:  Reviews and creates proposed revisions as needed 

_______Technology Committee:  All things social media, photography, taping, editing, etc.   

_______Diversity Committee:  Promotes and encourages diversity  

**Please complete all pages** 

Disclosure:  Association dues, except as noted below, may be deductible as professional or business expenses, 
to the extent allowable by law.  Dues and other contributions to local, state or national associations  

are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income purposes.   

___Yes ___No   Are you interested in Pro Bono volunteer opportunities? 
___Yes ___No   Are you a Young Lawyer (40 yrs. or less -or- 5 yrs. or less in practice)? 
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THE FLORIDA BAR 
AREAS OF PRACTICE 

Administrative  
Admiralty and Maritime  
Adoption  
Agricultural  
American and International  
Animal Law  
Antitrust and Trade Regulation  
Appellate Practice  
Arbitration  
Asian and Comparative  
Asset Forfeiture  
Aviation  
Banking  
Bankruptcy  
Biotechnology and Genomics  
Business  
Business and Taxation  
City/County/Local Government  
Civil Litigation  
Civil Rights  
Civil Trial  
Commercial Litigation  
Communications  
Condominium and Planned Development  
Constitutional  
Construction  
Consumer  
Contracts  
Copyright  
Corporate  
Criminal  
Criminal Appellate  
Debtor and Creditor  
Dispute Resolution  
Education  
Elder  
Election, Campaign and Political  

Eminent Domain  
Employee Benefits  
Energy, Environment/Natural Resources  
Entertainment, Arts and Sports  
Environmental and Land Use  
Equal Opportunities  
Estate Planning  
Family  
Finance and Investments  
General Practice  
Global Technology  
Governance and Rule of Law  
Government  
Government Administration and Regulation 
Government and Administrative  
Government and Public Policy  
Government Contracts  
Guardianship  
Health  
Health Administration  
Immigration and Nationality  
Indigenous and Native American Law 
Insurance  
Intellectual Property  
Inter-American  
Intercultural/International Human Rights  
International  
International and Comparative  
International Business  
International Economic  
International Environmental  
International Legal Studies  
International Litigation and Arbitration  
International Taxation  
Internet  
Juvenile  
Labor and Employment  

Legal Malpractice  
Litigation/Trial Advocacy/Advocacy  
Media  
Mediation  
Medical Malpractice  
Mergers and Acquisitions  
Military  
Natural Resources  
Occupational Safety and Health  
Ocean and Coastal  
Patent  
Personal Injury  
Probate and Trust Litigation  
Product Liability  
Professional Liability  
Public Finance and Bonds  
Public Interest  
Public Utilities  
Real Estate  
Real Estate/Land Development 
Securities  
Social Security Disability 
State and Federal Govt & Admin Practice 
Sustainable International Development  
Tax  
Technology and Science  
Toxic Torts  
Trademark  
Transportation  
Trial  
Trusts and Estates  
Urban Affairs/Urban Studies  
Wills, Trusts and Estates  
Workers' Compensation  
Workers' Compensation/Claimant  
Workers' Compensation/Defense  
Zoning, Planning and Land Use  
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of

20
Different nationalities 
represented in our 
student body

+

Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 

Mediation Services

Jack Hawkins, Esquire 
Certified Circuit Civil and Family Law Mediator 

Over 40 years’ experience in  
Civil Trial, Family, and Business Law Practice 

Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 
1023 Manatee Avenue West 
Bradenton, Florida  34205 

Email:  jhawkins@grimesgalvano.com 
Website:  www.grimesgalvano.com 

Phone:  941-748-0151 
Fax:  941-748-0158 

Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com
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Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller Issues 
Notice of Upcoming Changes to Redaction of Private Information 

in Certain Court Records
 The Manatee County Clerk’s Office is issuing a notice to the public about a recent change in the filing of court records with regard to 
the redaction of confidential information.
 In accordance with a recent amendment by the Florida Supreme Court, to Rule of Judicial Administration 2.420, “the clerk will not be 
required to identify and designate information as confidential,” in circuit civil, county civil and small claims court documents.
 Effective July 1, 2021, filers will be solely responsible for ensuring any confidential information contained in filings in these cases is 
appropriately redacted or identified for redaction. 

All filers, including attorneys and self-represented litigants, will be required to:
• File a Notice of Confidential Information in circuit civil, county civil and small claims court cases when filing

documents with Social Security numbers, bank account numbers, or other non-public information;
• Identify the precise location(s) of confidential information within the document, including each page number on

which it appears; and
• Identify the type of confidential information or provision that applies to the identified information.

 The amended rule affects small claims court filings and circuit and county court civil cases, except for Jimmy Ryce civil commitments, 
cases stemming from sexual assault, and medical malpractice filings.
 The Manatee County Clerk’s Office suggests attorneys, legal professionals, self-represented litigants and other individuals who file 
court documents review the amendment and become fully familiar with the rule change so that confidential information is not made 
public.

The Florida Supreme Court’s amendment to Rule 2.420 can be found here.
 Please visit https://www.manateeclerk.com/ or contact the Public Access Department at (941) 741-4040 to access the Notice of Con-
fidential Information Within Court Filing document for the Twelfth Judicial Circuit.
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The appeal process is challenging and complex. 
Bring expertise and a fresh perspective to your case. 

(941) 366-4680  |   dglawyers.com

Jesse R. Butler
Board Certified Appellate Specialist 

Protecting Victories
Challenging Errors

APPELLATE
PRACTICE

Jesse Butler
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EINTZ LAW

H

A Law Firm Serving Accident Victims _____________________________________
941. 748.2916 • HEINTZLAW.COM

We welcome personal injury case

referrals.

Please look into the qualifications,

credentials and experience of any

firm before you make a referral.
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More than meets the eye. 

Some things are more trouble than they’re worth. Medical malpractice 
isn’t one of them. Consider us your appraisers: there to take a hard look 
at your client’s potential case and determine its potential. So instead of 
exhausting your resources, we'll dig deep for you and share the reward. 

Call us at (877) 644-5122 to discuss your client’s potential case. 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SARASOTA COUNTY PRESENTS

Distinguished 
SPEAKER SERIES

LEE-FORD TRITT
Copyrights and Estate Planning* 

*  1 credit pending approval for Attorney, CPA, CFP, and Trust Officers.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021
Registration & Breakfast: 8:00 a.m.

Program: 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SARASOTA COUNTY 
2635 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL

Maximum in-person capacity at 40 people. 
Zoom participation is available.

LEE-FORD TRITT 
Professor of Law

University of Florida

To Register visit  
www.CFSarasota.org

Hover over "Advisors"
Click on “Distinguished 

Speaker Series”

In-person & via Zoom 
Please call 941-556-7165 for 

additional information.             
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        The Twelfth Judicial Circuit FCPC presents: 
Sixteenth Annual Family Law Conference 

"As Time Goes by:  Divorce in the Golden Years" 

Joining Leading Family Law Professionals are 12th Circuit Judiciary: 

Hon. Kimberly Bonner 
Circuit Court Judge, 

Sarasota 

Hon.Kevin Bruning 
Circuit Court Judge, 

Manatee 

Hon.Hunter Carroll 
Circuit Court Judge, 

Sarasota 

Hon. Teresa Dees 
Circuit Court Judge, 

Manatee 

Hon. Maria Ruhl 
Circuit Court Judge, 

Sarasota 

David Caskey 
Magistrate/Hearing 
Officer, Manatee 

Laura M. Hale 
Magistrate/Hearing 
Officer, Sarasota 

Rebecca L. Hunt 
Magistrate/Hearing 
Officer, Sarasota 

Paul Hudson 
Magistrate/Hearing 
Officer, Manatee 

Mary Floyd 
Magistrate/Hearing 
Officer, Sarasota 

As the nation ages and baby boomers reach retirement, we are all facing a new wave of gray divorce. This 
year’s live conference will focus on helping seniors through the trials and tribulations of premarital planning 
and dissolution. Presentations will include 2021 Family Case Law Review, the Annual Judge's Panel, and 
discussions of competency, ethics, and planning issues. Attendance is open to family law professionals, 
including but not limited to, judiciary, attorneys, mediators, mental health professionals and financial 
specialists, who work in both litigation and collaborative family law matters. Do not miss this opportunity to 
hear directly from the Twelfth Circuit Court Judges, Magistrates, Hearing Officers, and court staff.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2021 - 8:00 A.M - 5:00 P.M. 
THE GROVE, LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 

To Register Go Online to:  https://conta.cc/3AWb2x8 
 The Florida Psychological Association is approved by Florida Department of Health, Board of Psychology and Board of School Psychology to sponsor continuing 
education for psychologists. The Florida Psychological Association is approved by the Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental 
Health Counseling as a provider of continuing education. FPA maintains responsibility for this program and its contents.” “Florida Psychological Association is approved 
by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. Florida Psychological Association maintains responsibility for this program 
and its content.”  FCPC is applying for CLEs, CMEs, CEs.  Masks and social distancing as recommended by the CDC. 
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       Family Court Professional Coalition - 2021 Annual Conference 

"As Time Goes By:  Divorce in the Golden Years" 

 

     8:00 a.m. -  8:30 a.m.   Registration/Check-in; Continental Breakfast, Welcome: Judge Maria Ruhl, Chris Wailand, FCPC  
      President 
     8:30 a.m.- 10:30 a.m.  It Was a Very Good Year": Cases, Statutes, and Rules Update 2021- Sharon O'Day, Esq., Valerie  
      Fisher, MA, LMHC, NCC, CCMHC, and Chris Wailand, CPA, ABV, CFF, CFE 
   10:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  "When I'm 64": Assessing Capacity and Accommodating Capacity Issues: Brad Broeder, PhD 
   12:00 p.m.-  1:00 p.m.   Lunch, FCPC Meeting and "Help the Aged": Eldercaring Coordination Video 
     1:00 p.m.-  2:30 p.m.   "When You Are Old and Gray": Estate Planning and Elder Law Issues with Prenuptials, Divorce, and  
         Special Needs Trust:  R. Lynette Mancuso, Esq. and William Shaffer, Esq.  
      2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   "Both Sides Now":  Eldercare Ethics Issues Panel:  R. Lynette Mancuso, Esq., William Shaffer, Esq.,  
      Judge Hunter Carroll, Josh Sankes, CDFA, AWMA, WMS, and Brad Broeder, PhD 
     4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.   "Old Friends": Judge's Panel: 12th Circuit Judiciary, moderated by Brad Broeder, PhD 
       

TO REGISTER ONLINE: https://conta.cc/3AWb2x8 
  
Name:  ______________________________________________________________    Firm:  _______________________________________________________  
  
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Phone:  ___________________________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________________________________________  
  
Profession: __________________________________________________________   Phone:  _(______)___________________________________________  
 

  Registration Options: 
• Attendance:        In person * 
• Membership Renewal:         Early-bird 7/01-7/31: $195            8/01- 8/31: $225             9/01 - 09/24: $250          

(2021 Members renewing for 2022:  Price includes Membership fee, Conference attendance, CLEs, CMEs, CEs)  
• New Membership Applicant**:          Early-bird 7/01-7/31: $195           8/01 - 8/31: $225         9/01 - 09/24: $250   
• CE’s included in price, do you want CEs?          Yes **CE’s for School Psychologists, Psychologists, LCSW, LMFT and 

LMHC 
• Support Staff:        Early-bird 7/01 -7/31: $145            8/01 - 8/31: $175           9/01 - 09/24: $200. (Includes 2022 

FCPC Membership (per By-Laws), Conference Attendance, CLEs, CMEs and CEs)  
• Judiciary & Court Admin/Staff:          No Fee 
• Support Staff, Non-Profits & Government Agencies:          $50 Conference Attendance Only  
• FPA Members:         $150 Conference Attendance Only         $195 Conference Attendance & FCPC Membership 
* If due to personal reasons you are unable to attend in person, email: Circuit12FCPC@outlook.com  **Registration & Membership is open 
only to professionals practicing in the areas of Law, Mental Health & Finance and qualified for membership in FCPC as per the By-Laws.  

Return form & check payable to FCPC, mail to:  Michelle Cross at Allegiant Private Advisors, 240 S. Pineapple Ave, Suite 
#200, Sarasota, FL 34236 Registrations will be cancelled should payment not be received on or before September 24, 2021. 
Inquiries: Call Shaun Hoyle at (941) 807-0836 or email: Circuit12FCPC@Outlook.com  Cancellation policy: Written requests for a 
refund only due to emergency must be submitted prior to September 24, 2021 via email to:  Circuit12FCPC@outlook.com (FCPC membership $75 
- if renewing and processing fees deducted; balance refunded).  In person attendance:  Masks / Social Distancing as recommended by the CDC. 

The FCPC is applying for CLEs, CEs and CMEs for this event. The Florida Psychological Association is approved by Florida Department of Health, Board of Psychology and Board of 
School Psychology to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. The Florida Psychological Association is approved by the Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and 
Family Therapy, and Mental Health Counseling as a provider of continuing education. FPA maintains responsibility for this program and its contents.” “Florida Psychological 
Association is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. Florida Psychological Association maintains responsibility for 
this program and its content.”  
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LAWYERS, NOW IS
YOUR CHANCE...

4 quarter page ads in Inter Alia
Logo or name on our website home page
Logo or name on Executive Director’s 
 email signature
Logo or name on General Membership
“sponsor” signage
Logo or name in “Thank You to Our
Sponsors” block ad marketing materials
Logo or name in “Thank You to Our
Sponsors” block ad in News You Can Use e-
blasts

to be an Annual Sponsor of the MCBA!  
Law Firms or attorneys wil l  receive:

Law Firm Annual Sponsorship Cost is $995 for
MCBA members!  – (that is a $255 discount
from the entry level annual sponsorship
packages for non-law firm businesses).  

Law Firm Annual Sponsorship is in effect for
one year from start date. 

Contact Graceann Frederico 
for more information!
mcba@manateebar.com
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar assoCiation
ProfessionalisM • fellowshiP • serviCe

2021-2022 offiCers
President Stephen R. Dye, Esq. Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 

St. Paul, PLLC
President-Elect Faith Z. Brown, Esq. Brown & Brown Law Firm
Secretary Brian A. Iten, Esq. Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer David W. Wilcox, Esq. David W. Wilcox, Attorney

Executive Director: Layout & Design: 
Graceann Frederico Teledrex, Inc.

E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Mary F. LeVine, Esq.   Blalock Walters, P.A.
James E. Lynch, Esq.  Harllee & Bald, P.A.
Andre R. Perron, Esq.  Barnes, Walker, Goethe, Perron & Shea, PLLC
Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq. Harllee & Bald, P.A.
Alexandria Nicodemi, Esq.   YLD Pres. Manatee County Attorney’s Office
Stacey Maloney, Esq. The Law Office of Stacey Maloney, PLLC

YLD PRESIDENT: 
Dustin S. Wagner, Esq. Lightning Law, PLLC

IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:  
Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq. Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card $40.00
1/4 page $60.00
1/2 page $90.00
Full page $150.00
Ad Layout $25.00

2021-2022 DireCtors


