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(continued on page 2)

NOTE:
The Manatee County Bar Association leadership has determined, 

based upon the updated CDC guidelines that all in person events are cancelled until further notice.   

 FINRA Arbitration & Pandemic 
Losses vs. Stockbroker Negligence

By Andre R. Perron, Esq., MCBA Director and Kelley A. Thompson, Esq.

     In the midst of falling stock prices and eco-
nomic downturn, the question on everyone’s 
mind seems to be – “How financially secure am 

I?” For some people, it leads to the unfortunate realization that their 
stockbrokers have been negligent or even fraudulent in managing 
their investments. In today’s environment, stockbroker negligence 
manifests itself in several ways, such as failure to follow clients’ 
instructions, overconcentration of clients’ investments, insufficient 
supervisory and compliance oversight, churning of accounts, selling 
away and the sale of unsuitable products to their clients.1  By way 
of example, complainant lawyers very often consider the issues of 
concentration, margin, and options. 
	 First, the “majority of losses arising from this falling market re-
late to the issue of ‘concentration.’ Concentration is either 1) your 
portfolio was concentrated too highly in one type of security, such 
as stocks, bonds, commodities, or 2) your portfolio was concentrated 
in a sector of the market and that sector performed considerably 
worse than the market overall. It is no defense that the broker did 
not know that those sectors were going to be negatively affected 
by the coronavirus.” 2  Avoiding overconcentration is particularly 
important for elderly people who are close to retirement as they 
have insufficient time or means to recover from losses arising from 
a substantial loss. 3  
	 Losses arising from margin calls are also common in market 
downturn. “The average long-term investor should not use margins 
for investing and if the broker advised or otherwise supported this 
strategy, the broker and his company may have breached his/her duty 
to his/her client.” 4   When brokers use margins, they can undermine 
the ability of an investor’s portfolio to survive bear markets “because 
a falling market results in margin calls causing the liquidation of 
often solid positions.” 5  
	 A third strategy that often results in serious portfolio losses is 
the use of options. “Options are for short-term trading, market tim-
ing, and speculation.” 6  Brokers often put unwary clients in long 
positions on options creating a volatility of risk to the portfolio. 
“Investors, in this coronavirus freefall who were in short market 
puts likely got devastated. A broker advising or otherwise supporting 
this strategy may be responsible for these losses if this strategy was 
not suitable for the investor.” 7  
	 While anyone can be a victim of stockbroker negligence or fraud, 
common victims include ex-spouses who have little to no experi-
ence in managing finances and the elderly who often suffer from 

cognitive diseases substantially impairing their 
ability to manage their finances. “Consider 
the case of the 77-year-old blind widow, who 
was victimized just a few weeks after her husband passed away. 
She had completely relied on her broker to manage her accounts, 
given her own severely debilitated condition --- but her broker 
took advantage of her. The broker placed more than 700 trades in 
more than 200 different securities, causing the blind widow to lose 
about $184,000.” 8  This practice is known as churning and brokers 
engage in it to realize more gains. Unfortunately, cases like this 
are not uncommon. When broker negligence or fraud occurs, the 
customer is obligated to enter the murky waters of FINRA binding 
arbitration. FINRA, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, is 
a “not-for-profit” organization that – working under the supervision 
of the SEC,” 9  regulates broker-dealers and financial advisors.  
	 FINRA provides its own regulatory framework which is full of 
pitfalls and traps for the inexperienced practitioner. FINRA has 
detailed arbitration rules for both consumers/investors and industry 
members. The two main avenues of resolving disputes within the 
FINRA framework are arbitration and mediation. 10   First, con-
sumers can pursue FINRA mediation. FINRA mediation can be 
used as an alternative to arbitration, or it can be pursued during any 
stage of an existing arbitration process. 11  A FINRA mediation is 
initiated when either party files a Request for Mediation. 12  FINRA 
provides mediators who are experts in this industry familiar with 
proper investment practices, supervisory regulations, and damage 
calculation. 13  
	 In addition, consumers can pursue FINRA arbitration. Under 
FINRA regulations, investors must resolve their disputes through 
FINRA arbitration because they previously executed written manda-
tory arbitration agreements in their account-opening documents. 14 
Notably, FINRA arbitration agreements are enforceable in Florida. 
FINRA arbitration is initiated when an investor complainant files a 
Statement of Claim, Submission Agreement, and applicable fees.  15 

During the arbitration process, parties select their arbitrators through 
a list provided to them by FINRA. 16  The lists are generated by 
the “Neutral List Selection System (NLSS) a computer algorithm, 
to randomly generate lists of arbitrators from FINRA’s arbitrator 
roster.” 17  Practitioners in this area typically keep track of individual 
arbitrator award history to assist in the selection process. 
	 FINRA suggests that complainants consider hiring attorneys to 
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 President’s Message – June 2020
By  Charles W. Telfair, IV, MCBA President

	 This month is a busy one for the MCBA.  We have FL Representative (and our very own member), Will 
Robinson as our speaker for our annual meeting.  Representative Robinson will tell us about the state of 
the State. This meeting will be virtual, and we will also be electing our 2020-21 officers.  
	 Also, we begin our dues renewals this month.  We received valuable feedback from our Covid-19 survey, 
and the Board of Directors took all comments into consideration.   We have moved ahead with planning 
additional virtual meetings over the summer; and, are planning on resuming our in-person luncheons in 
September, where our guest speaker is scheduled to be Chief Justice Canady.  
	 As mentioned last month, we have launched our online “Find an Attorney” directory.  I hope you have had a chance to visit our website 
at www.manateebar.com to see this feature.  It allows ALL active members of the MCBA to be searched by the public by name, firm, 
and area of practice.  This feature is one of the benefits made available to our active members.  
	 The dues will remain at only $225 this year, and will still continue to include our lunches at Pier 22, as well as your ticket to our 
Holiday Party and Spring Social (aka Beach Party).  We ask that you remit your dues payment as soon as possible to help us to continue 
to provide all of the great programming and benefits to our membership.  Dues will not be considered delinquent until after September 
15th, but again, if you can, we hope you will send them in soon.  As always, if you should need assistance with your 2020-21 renewal, 
please contact our Executive Director, Graceann Frederico, to discuss.

represent them throughout the arbitration or mediation process be-
cause the broker-dealer engages experienced, well-trained defense 
counsel. 18   In fact, there are several reasons why customers should 
have attorneys in the FINRA dispute resolution process. First, bro-
kers themselves are more often than not represented throughout the 
process, 19  so consumers who hire attorneys can level the playing 
field to some degree. Second, attorneys who routinely practice in 
this area have the expert knowledge on compliance and broker 
negligence issues needed to successfully navigate this tricky area 
of the law. And third, claimant counsel have access to experienced 
experts in the field to testify on issues of negligence, compliance 
violations, and damages. 
	 COVID-19 may have been a tsunami for many investors who 
were not properly represented or positioned. However, such loss-
es are not necessarily the fault of the client. Unfortunately, most 
victims of stockbroker negligence or fraud do not realize that it 
was misfeasance of their financial advisor that led to the loss of 
their retirement savings. This possible misfeasance is something a 
lawyer, particularly a family or estate planning practitioner, should 
be prepared to recognize and steer his/her victim-client to proper 
legal consultation to remedy the wrong. 

1 See Shook Up by the Market? Now is the Time to Have a Talk With Your Investment 
Advisor, BARNES WALKER, https://barneswalker.com/shook-up-by-the-market-

talk-to-your-investment-advisor/.
2 Securities Losses – Coronavirus – What Now?, BARNES WALKER, https://
barneswalker.com/securities-losses-from-the-coronavirus-what-now/.
3 Id.
4 Id.
5 Id.
6 Id.
7 Id.
8 What We Do, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/about/what-we-do. 
  FINRA, https://www.finra.org/#/. 
9 Dispute Resolution, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/investors/dispute-resolution.
10 Initiate a Mediation, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/initi-
ate-mediation-0.
11 Initiate an Arbitration or Mediation, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-me-
diation/initiate-arbitration-or-mediation.
13 See id. 
14 Arbitration Overview, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/arbi-
tration-overview. 
15 Initiate an Arbitration, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/
initiate-arbitration.
16 Arbitration Process, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/arbi-
tration-process. 
17 Arbitrator Selection, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/arbi-
trator-selection.
18 Resources for Investors Representing Themselves, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/
arbitration-mediation/resources-investors-representing-themselves.
19 How to Find an Attorney, FINRA, https://www.finra.org/arbitration-mediation/
how-find-attorney.

(FINRA Arbitration & Pandemic Losses vs. Stockbroker Negligence, continued from page 1)

MCBA 2019-20 
SECTION CHAIRS:

	 Solo/Small Firm Section:  	 Steele Williams, Chair
	 Probate Section:  	 Rebecca Proctor, Co-Chair
		  Alexandra St. Paul, Co-Chair
	 Real Property Section: 	 Joe Battaglia, Chair
	 Family Section:	 Faith Brown, Chair	

The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.
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	 Revisiting MCBA YLD’s 2019-2020
By Melissa R. Casanueva, Esq. of Butler Elder Law, P.A.

	 	 When I signed up to write this month’s 
article, I knew I wanted it to be a recap of 
all the Manatee YLD did in 2019-2020.  I 
was excited to be the incoming President 
and help represent the YLD with the MCBA 

members, judiciary, and the community.  Now that it is time to write 
this article as my term is ending, September 2019 seems almost a 
distant memory instead of just being 9 months ago.  During this 
unprecedented time, I still want to take the time to revisit what the 
MCBA YLD accomplished this year and look forward to how the 
MCBA YLD will adapt to the “new normal” of 2020-2021.
	 In the 2019-2020 year, we started and ended our year by pro-
viding CLEs for the general MCBA membership.  The first CLE 
was a panel discussion regarding practicing with professionalism 
in Manatee County.  After earning their CLE credits, participants 
were able to network and make new connections within the MCBA.  
Our second CLE, Virtual Tips and Tricks for Working Remotely, 
was just held on June 4, 2020, and was planned in response to the 
MCBA members requesting instruction on technology being used to 
work remotely.  If you want to learn any fun tips regarding Zoom, 
I recommend watching the recording!
	 The Manatee YLD also gave back to the community in varying 
ways this year.  First, we held our annual “Art in the Courthouse” 
celebration.  Each year, members of the Manatee YLD select art 

from the Art Department of the Manatee County School District 
to be displayed on the 5th floor of the Manatee County Judicial 
Center for the year.  Again, thank you to Judge Dees for speaking 
at our celebration and letting the students and their families know 
how impactful their art is for the individuals going to those nearby 
courtrooms.  
	 Additionally, the Manatee YLD chose to support the Safe Chil-
dren Coalition with the organization’s outreach grant.  We will be 
providing a financial literacy program and much needed supplies 
to Safe Children Coalition’s Independent Living division, which 
focuses on youth sixteen (16) or older, who are living on their own 
without the support of a caregiver and/or transitioning out of the 
foster system to living independently.  The Manatee YLD received 
a grant for this cause and will host the event once Safe Children 
Coalition is able to gather their students together.   
	 The Manatee YLD also enjoyed several networking events 
throughout the year.  We worked together and tested our abilities in 
an Escape Room, celebrated the season at the MCBA holiday party, 
and enjoyed kicking off the new year by paintballing.  Every year, 
my favorite networking event is the Java with the Judges.  Our Java 
with the Judges allows attendees to network not only with fellow 
attorneys, but also to enjoy a cup of coffee or donut while talking 
with one of our judges or their judicial assistant over breakfast and 
coffee.
	 To help our goal of increasing attendance at events, we created 
the “MCBA YLD of the Year Award” to celebrate our most active 
YLD participant.  The recipient of this award will be announced in 
next month’s Inter Alia!
	 As my term has ended, I want to finally, but most importantly, 
give a huge thank you to the Officers and Board of Directors of the 
2019-2020 MCBA YLD.  Without you all, none of these events 
would have occurred.  As next year’s events will be framed as the 
“new normal”, I know that this organization will adapt and still 
bring meaningful events to its members and community.  Even with 
a year shortened by Covid-19, I am proud of all that the Manatee 
YLD accomplished this past year.  I encourage any attorney who 
has been practicing 5 years or less or is under the age of 40 to like 
our Facebook page, or read the MCBA News You Can Use, to keep 
up to date with events for 2020-2021! 

DATES TO REMEMBER:
June 24, 2020	 General Membership Meeting- VIRTUAL MEETING
July 29, 2020	 Meet the Judicial Candidates – VIRTUAL MEETING
August 26, 2020	 Town Hall Membership Meeting with Judge Bonner 	
	 – VIRTUAL MEETING
September 30, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22- 
	 Chief Justice Canady
	

 *dates are subject to change 
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ADDING 
A NEW
CHAPTER 
TO A
SOLID 
LEGACY
In November, Fidelity Bank becomes 
Ameris Bank.

Two storied companies are joining 
forces to offer an alternative to big box 
banks and their outdated conventions. 
We are fiercely committed to getting 
things done for you.

amerisbank.com/welcomefidelitybank
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Attorney Jodi M. Ruberg Joins 
Blalock Walters!

	 The law firm of Blalock Walters, 
P.A. is pleased to welcome attor-
ney Jodi M. Ruberg to the firm’s 
estate planning and business and 
corporate practice groups. Ruberg 
routinely drafts wills, revocable liv-
ing trusts and irrevocable trusts and 
other estate planning documents 
necessary to implement client 
goals and long-term personal and 
charitable objectives. Her areas of 
concentration allow her to counsel 
clients in matters of wealth preser-
vation and succession planning for 
their benefit and for the benefit of their loved ones, and assist in the 
execution of the documentation necessary to achieve the clients’ 
intended results. 
	 In her business & corporate practice, Ruberg counsels clients 
regarding entity formation, business governance issues and busi-
ness transactions. She represents both companies and individuals 
in the areas of entity selection and formation, corporate governance 
matters, business succession planning and transitions.
	 An active member in the community, Ruberg was elected by her 
peers as a Governor of the Florida Bar, Young Lawyers Division, 
representing Sarasota, Manatee and Desoto Counties. Ruberg also 
serves on the Legislative Committee as well as the Health & Well-
ness Committee for the Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division. She 
is also a Director of the Sarasota County Bar Association, Young 
Lawyers Division.
	 “The Firm is thrilled with the addition of Jodi to our firm,” says 
Matthew Plummer, managing partner. “Jodi’s experience and ex-
pertise will enhance the level of service and depth provided to our 
clients. Jodi’s commitment to client service and our community 
align with the firm’s values, which make her a perfect addition to 
the Blalock Walters team.”

It’s Time To Renew Your Dues! 
	 It’s that time of year – to renew your MCBA dues!  
	 The Dues Renewal Form is included in this issue and we ask that 
you complete it in its entirety.  The information is used to keep your 
profile up-to-date in our database and to advertise your profile in 
our new, online directory.
	 The online directory was launched last month as a benefit for all 
active members of the MCBA.  Your profile is listed on the “Find an 
Attorney” page of the bar website at manateebar.com.  The public 
can now search for an active MCBA attorney by their name, firm, 
or area of practice.
	 Although “corona” has forced changes to our current “in per-
son” meetings, we have added two virtual summer meetings (see 
announcement in this issue).    
	 Dues will remain at only $225 for the 2020-21 year, and will 
include your meals at our General Membership Luncheons and 
entry to our Holiday Party and Spring Social.  
	 We ask that you kindly renew your dues by July 30, 2020.  
However, the MCBA board has decided to grant an extension until 
September 15th for any members that may be experiencing hard-
ship.  We ask that you please pay your dues on time, but dues will 
not be found delinquent until September 15th, 2020.  If you need 
assistance with your dues, please contact our Executive Director, 
Graceann Frederico at mcba@manateebar.com.  If your dues are 
paid by July 30, 2020, you will be entered into a drawing for a $100 
Amazon gift card.  
	 If you would like to pay your dues online, please visit:  www.
manateebar.com

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORDERS:

	 Please see the 12th Judicial Circuit’s website to view new Ad-
ministrative Orders at https://www.jud12.flcourts.org/Documents/
Administrative-Orders:
	 Administrative Order 2020-15a.1 RE: Suspending Evictions 
Related to Non-Payment of Rent by Residential Tenants and Sus-
pending Foreclosures

	 Administrative Order 2020-4a.2 Revisions to Covid-19 Emer-
gency Procedures and Mission Essential and Critical Court Func-
tions Specific to Phase 1

	 Administrative Order 2020-12a.02 Covid-19 Public Health and 
Safety Precautions and Procedures as Amended

Mcba Announces 
Two Summer Virtual Events!

	 The MCBA is excited to announce the addition of two summer 
virtual membership meetings!  Stay tuned and watch your Eblasts 
and Inter Alia for announcements and how you may RSVP to receive 
your login link.  

	 Summer Meeting Line Up:

	 Wednesday, July 29th:  Speakers:  the four County Court Group 
4 Candidates:  Melissa Gould, Connie Mederos Jacobs, Christopher 
M. Pratt, Kristy Zinna

	 Wednesday, August 26th:  Speaker: Chief Judge Kimberly 
Bonner 
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A Very Big Thank You! 
	 Thank You to the Young Lawyers Division of the MCBA who stepped up to the call to teach our members some new technology tips 
& tricks!  Many of our members responded to our Covid Survey asking for assistance with virtual meetings and working remotely.  Over 
30 members attended the Working Remotely Tips & Tricks CLE on June 4th.  Presenters and Collaborators were:

	 The CLE is available for FREE to all active MCBA members.  Contact the MCBA office at MCBA@ManateeBar.com to receive your 
FREE link.  Kindly give 24 hours notice.  

Sierra Butler, Esq., 
Butler Elder Law

Melissa Casanueva, Esq., 
Butler Elder Law

Greg DeMeuse, Esq., 
Blalock Walters

Jami Worley, Esq., 
Worley Elder Law

Dustin Wagner, Esq., 
Lightning Law

Grace Reeves, Esq., 
Legler Murphy & Battaglia

Anisley Mena, Esq., 
Greene Hamrick Quinlan 

& Schermer

Searching for Will of:

Marcia Young Murray
6448 Coral Creek Court

Ellenton, FL 34222
DOB 9-30-57

Death:  May, 2020

Any information, please contact Whitney Glaser at:
whitney@whitneyglaserlaw.com
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of

20
Different nationalities 
represented in our 
student body

+

 

                                 
 

                                      Andre R. Perron, Esquire      Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esquire   
 

 
             Providing professional services in Real Estate, Employment, Construction, 
Collections and related practices.  We also provide contingency litigation in Stock Broker 
Negligence and Trust & Estate disputes. 
 
 
                         Andre R. Perron, Esq.           Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esq.   
                    aperron@barneswalker.com                      ksnyderman@barneswalker.com 
                  aperron@thefinanciallawyer.com                ksnyderman@thefinanciallawyer.com  
 
                    

 
*Referral Fees Paid in Accordance With Florida Bar Rules 

 
 

OUR OFFICE LOCATIONS:  
 

      Bradenton  Sarasota-Fruitville  Sarasota-Ringling 
   Lakewood Ranch       Parrish  Anna Maria Island 
 
 
 

Telephone: (941) 741-8224 
www.barneswalker.com 

www.thefinanciallawyer.com 
 

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR
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The MCBA Congratulates Deborah J. Blue & Jesse R. Butler!
	 The MCBA congratulates members Deborah J. Blue and Jesse R. Butler on their selection as Florida Super Lawyers.  Deborah J. Blue 
has been named a Super Lawyer for 2020 and Jesse R. Butler has been designated a Rising Star.  Super Lawyers, a service of Thomson 
Reuters, identifies attorneys who have attained a high degree of peer recognition and professional achievement.  Each year, approximately 
five percent of the lawyers in Florida are named Super Lawyers and 2.5% of lawyers 40 years old or younger, or in practice 10 years or 
less, are named Rising Stars.
	 Deborah J. Blue specializes in complex marital and family law cases involving equitable distribution, business valuation, alimony, child 
support, parental responsibility, prenuptial and postnuptial agreements, paternity, and other related matters.  Ms. Blue is Board Certified 
in Marital and Family Law.
	 Jesse R. Butler is a Florida Bar Board Certified specialist in Appellate Practice, as a well as a civil trial attorney. Mr. Butler’s trial 
practice focuses on cases involving consumer law, legal malpractice, deceptive and unfair trade practices, insurance defense and coverage 
disputes, and general civil and commercial litigation.
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Manatee County Bar Association Annual Dues for current members are $225.00* for the 
year (July 1st through June 30th).  This notice is payable upon receipt.   Please return this 

completed form with check payable to: 
Manatee County Bar Association ~ P.O. Box 796 ~ Bradenton, FL  34206 

Note:  Renewals may also be paid online at www.manateebar.com 
*Subject to a 3.5% administration fee*

~ UPDATE YOUR CONTACT & PRACTICE INFORMATION AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO 
APPEAR IN OUR ONLINE DIRECTORY ~FORM MUST BE COMPLETED IN ITS ENTIRETY

Member Name: ____________________________________________FL. Bar #: _________________
   (lastname, firstname, middle initial)

Complete name of firm:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

• • • • NOTICE • • • •

2020-21 DUES RENEWAL 
MANATEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Address: _______________________________________State_________________  Zip: ________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________  Cell: _____________________________________ 

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

List 3 primary areas of practice  (use attached list to make your selections) 

1. ______________________________________    

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

FL Bar Certifications held: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Federal Court Admissions: ___________________________________________________________________

Law School: _________________________________ Year Admitted to The Florida Bar: ___________________ 
Languages Spoken, other than English: _______________________________________________________
 Other State(s) Admitted to Practice Law: ______________________________________________________

*Annual dues paid by credit card require a 3.5% Administration Fee totaling: $232.86
If using a credit card, please pay via our website at www.manateebar.com  and email your Dues Renewal 
Notice to MCBA@ManateeBar.com   

For Office Use:  Check #:_______   Amount: $_______  CC:   $_______  Date  recvd:_________ 
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Florida	Bar	and	Federal	Court	Admissions	Listings:	
	

Florida	Bar	Certifications:	 Federal	Court	Admissions:	
Admiralty	&	Maritime	Law	 US	Court	of	Appeal	for	the	Eleventh	Circuit	
Arbitrator	 US	District	Court	Middle	District	of	Florida	
State	&	Federal	Gov’t	&	Admin	Practice	 US	District	Court	Northern	District	of	Florida	
Adoption	Law	 US	District	Court	Southern	District	of	Florida	
Appellate	Practice	 Florida	Middle	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Antitrust	&	Trade	Regulation	Law	 Florida	Southern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Aviation	Law	 Florida	Northern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Business	Bankruptcy	 United	States	Supreme	Court	
Business	Litigation	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	Veterans	Claims	
Circuit	Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Armed	Forces	
Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Federal	Claims	
Civil	Trial	Mediator	 US	Court	of	International	Trade	
Criminal	Appellate	 US	Tax	Court	
City,	County	&	Local	Government	Law	 	
Construction	Law	 	
Condominium	&	Planned	Dev.	Law	 	
Criminal	Trial	 	
Civil	Trial	 	
Elder	Law	 	
Education	Law	 	
Family	Mediator	 	
FL.	Regional	Architect	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Mediator	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Civil	Mediator	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Health	Law	 	
International	Law	 	
Immigration	&	Nationality	 	
Intellectual	Property	Law	 	
Juvenile	Law	 	
Labor	&	Employment	Law	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Real	Estate	 	
Tax	Law	 	
Wills,	Trusts	&	Estates	 	
Workers’	Compensation	 	
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THE	FLORIDA	BAR	
AREAS	OF	PRACTICE		

	
Administrative		
Admiralty	and	Maritime		
Adoption		
Agricultural		
American	and	International		
Animal	Law		
Antitrust	and	Trade	Regulation		
Appellate	Practice		
Arbitration		
Asian	and	Comparative		
Asset	Forfeiture		
Aviation		
Banking		
Bankruptcy		
Biotechnology	and	Genomics		
Business		
Business	and	Taxation		
City/County/Local	Government		
Civil	Litigation		
Civil	Rights		
Civil	Trial		
Commercial	Litigation		
Communications		
Condominium	and	Planned	Development		
Constitutional		
Construction		
Consumer		
Contracts		
Copyright		
Corporate		
Criminal		
Criminal	Appellate		
Debtor	and	Creditor		
Dispute	Resolution		
Education		
Elder		
Election,	Campaign	and	Political		

Eminent	Domain		
Employee	Benefits		
Energy,	Environment/Natural	Resources		
Entertainment,	Arts	and	Sports		
Environmental	and	Land	Use		
Equal	Opportunities		
Estate	Planning		
Family		
Finance	and	Investments		
General	Practice		
Global	Technology		
Governance	and	Rule	of	Law		
Government		
Government	Administration	and	Regulation		
Government	and	Administrative		
Government	and	Public	Policy		
Government	Contracts		
Guardianship		
Health		
Health	Administration		
Immigration	and	Nationality		
Indigenous	and	Native	American	Law	
Insurance		
Intellectual	Property		
Inter-American		
Intercultural/International	Human	Rights		
International		
International	and	Comparative		
International	Business		
International	Economic		
International	Environmental		
International	Legal	Studies		
International	Litigation	and	Arbitration		
International	Taxation		
Internet		
Juvenile		
Labor	and	Employment		

Legal	Malpractice		
Litigation/Trial	Advocacy/Advocacy		
Media		
Mediation		
Medical	Malpractice		
Mergers	and	Acquisitions		
Military		
Natural	Resources		
Occupational	Safety	and	Health		
Ocean	and	Coastal		
Patent		
Personal	Injury		
Probate	and	Trust	Litigation		
Product	Liability		
Professional	Liability		
Public	Finance	and	Bonds		
Public	Interest		
Public	Utilities		
Real	Estate		
Real	Estate/Land	Development		
Securities		
State	and	Federal	Govt	&	Admin	Practice		
Sustainable	International	Development		
Tax		
Technology	and	Science		
Toxic	Torts		
Trademark		
Transportation		
Trial		
Trusts	and	Estates		
Urban	Affairs/Urban	Studies		
Wills,	Trusts	and	Estates		
Workers'	Compensation		
Workers'	Compensation/Claimant		
Workers'	Compensation/Defense		
Zoning,	Planning	and	Land	Use		
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941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

Se habla Espanol

Over 130 different lawyers have referred personal injury cases to our firm.

Our referral fees range from 25% to 50% depending on the level of
involvement of the referring attorney and the court’s  approval.

Our lawyers meet with every client and negotiate every settlement. We believe 
our business model is better for our clients and our professions' image 

as opposed to how high volume, mass marketing law firms practice.

We are not afraid to try cases.

Please keep us in mind if you have a personal injury case to refer. 
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(941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM

BRADENTON | SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | TALLAHASSEE

C H A R L E S  W .  T E L F A I R ,  I V  M C B A  P R E S I D E N T

PERSONAL INJURY
COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

1 5  l a w y e r s  w i t h  o v e r  3 5 0  y e a r s  o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  l e g a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

R E F E R R A LS  &  A S S O C I AT I O N S
W E LC O M E  
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MCBA Announces Slate 
for 2020-21 Board of Directors

	 At the May, 2020 virtual General Membership Meeting, the MCBA announced its 2020-21 slate as follows:

MCBA 2020-21 SLATE:
		  PRESIDENT:	 Charles Telfair, IV
		  PRESIDENT-ELECT:	 Stephen Dye
		  SECRETARY:	 Brian Iten
		  TREASURER:	 David Wilcox
		  DIRECTORS:
    		  Rebecca Proctor  
    		  Mary Levine  
    		  James Lynch 
    		  Faith Brown  
     		  Greg Hagopian 
      		  Andre Perron
		  YLD PRESIDENT:	 Alexandra Nicodemi 
		  IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT:	 Alexandra St. Paul

RSVP now to attend the virtual Annual Meeting on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at MCBA@manateebar.com

Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com

Bradenton based law firm is seeking a legal assistant with pre-
vious experience in Civil Litigation focusing on Personal Inju-
ry, Premises Liability, and Construction Defect.  Salary is com-
mensurate with experience and benefits are provided.  Send 
resume to Hamilton, Price & Marshall, P.A., 2400 Manatee Ave 
West, Bradenton, FL 34205 or via email to belinda@hamilton-
pricelaw.com.

2400 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL  34205

941-748-0550
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
2020 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD 

APPLICANTS FOR SPECIAL MAGISTRATE 
 

Opportunities now exist for appraisers and attorneys, who are licensed in 
the State of Florida and meet the following criteria to serve as Special 
Magistrate(S) to the 2020 Value Adjustment Board, pursuant to Florida 
Statute 194.035 and Chapter 12D, Florida Administrative Coe, for the 
purpose of taking testimony and making recommendations with regard 
to: 

1. The Special Magistrate must meet the following qualifications 
a. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official 

of the county. 
b. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official 

or employee of a taxing jurisdiction or of the State. 
c. During a tax year in which a Special Magistrate serves, her or 

she must not represent any part before the board in any 
administrative review of property taxes. 

d. All Special Magistrates must meet the qualifications specified in 
Section 194.035, F.S. 

2. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues of exemption, 
classifications, and portability assessment difference transfers shall 
be a member of the Florida Bar, with no less than five years 
experience in the area of ad valorem taxation and having received 
training provided by the department, or with no less than three 
years of such experience and having completed training provided 
by the department. 

3. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation 
of real estate shall be a state certified real estate appraiser with not 
less than five years experience in real property valuation and 
having received training provided by the department, or with no 
less than three years of such experience and having completed 
training provided by the department.  A real property valuation 
Special Magistrate must be certified under Chapter 475, Part II F.S. 
a. A Florida certified residential appraiser appointed by the Value 

Adjustment Board shall only hear petitions on the just valuation 
of residential real property of one to four residential units and 
shall not hear petitions on other types of real property. 

b. A Florida certified general appraiser appointed by the Value 
Adjustment Board may hear petitions on the just valuation of 
any type of real property. 

4. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation 
of tangible personal property shall be a designated member of a 
nationally recognized appraiser’s organization with no less than 
five years experience in tangible personal property valuation and 

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

For More Information Contact:

Renee Brady
941.306.0162

rbrady@CenterStateBank.com 
NMLS#618986

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida based community banks
that specialize in building relationships with business owners and professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products
and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

“Legal Edge” Banking Service

CS_LegalEdgeBWAd.qxp_Layout 1  10/30/18  4:16 PM  Page 1

	

BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the area of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently accepting referrals and 

new clients in the following areas: 
• Estate planning 
• Probate and trust administration and litigation 
• Elective share and surviving spouse rights 
• Homestead issues 
• Probate and trust related appeals 

• Elder Law 
• Guardianship administration and litigation 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 

 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current chair of the Florida Probate Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council; Homestead Committee Co-

Chair; Bar Journal Committee Co-Chair; Wills, Trusts & Estates Certification 
Course Committee Chair; Probate Law and Procedure Committee Co-Vice Chair  

• Past President of the Manatee County Bar Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 

• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar Association 

• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 

• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs Accredited Attorney 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 

• Secretary and Director, Manatee County Bar Association Young Lawyer’s 
Division 

• Member, Florida Bar Military Affairs Committee 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, guardianship, elder law, and 

veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-6763 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 

Telephone (941) 727-8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 776-4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 

Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 

Mediation Services 

 

 
 

Jack Hawkins, Esquire 
Certified Circuit Civil and Family Law Mediator 

 
Over 40 years’ experience in  

Civil Trial, Family, and Business Law Practice 
 

Grimes Hawkins Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. 
1023 Manatee Avenue West 
Bradenton, Florida  34205 

Email:  jhawkins@grimesgalvano.com 
Website:  www.grimesgalvano.com 

Phone:  941-748-0151 
Fax:  941-748-0158 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
2020 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD 

APPLICANTS FOR SPECIAL MAGISTRATE 
 

Opportunities now exist for appraisers and attorneys, who are licensed in 
the State of Florida and meet the following criteria to serve as Special 
Magistrate(S) to the 2020 Value Adjustment Board, pursuant to Florida 
Statute 194.035 and Chapter 12D, Florida Administrative Coe, for the 
purpose of taking testimony and making recommendations with regard 
to: 

1. The Special Magistrate must meet the following qualifications 
a. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official 

of the county. 
b. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official 

or employee of a taxing jurisdiction or of the State. 
c. During a tax year in which a Special Magistrate serves, her or 

she must not represent any part before the board in any 
administrative review of property taxes. 

d. All Special Magistrates must meet the qualifications specified in 
Section 194.035, F.S. 

2. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues of exemption, 
classifications, and portability assessment difference transfers shall 
be a member of the Florida Bar, with no less than five years 
experience in the area of ad valorem taxation and having received 
training provided by the department, or with no less than three 
years of such experience and having completed training provided 
by the department. 

3. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation 
of real estate shall be a state certified real estate appraiser with not 
less than five years experience in real property valuation and 
having received training provided by the department, or with no 
less than three years of such experience and having completed 
training provided by the department.  A real property valuation 
Special Magistrate must be certified under Chapter 475, Part II F.S. 
a. A Florida certified residential appraiser appointed by the Value 

Adjustment Board shall only hear petitions on the just valuation 
of residential real property of one to four residential units and 
shall not hear petitions on other types of real property. 

b. A Florida certified general appraiser appointed by the Value 
Adjustment Board may hear petitions on the just valuation of 
any type of real property. 

4. A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation 
of tangible personal property shall be a designated member of a 
nationally recognized appraiser’s organization with no less than 
five years experience in tangible personal property valuation and 
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

OFFICERS
President	 Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
President-Elect	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 
			   St. Paul, PLLC
Secretary	 Brian A. Iten, Esq.	 Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer	 David W. Wilcox, Esq.	 David W. Wilcox, Attorney

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 Teledrex, Inc.
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker, Paul & Dorman
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law, P.A.
Andre R. Perron, Esq.	 Barnes Walker, Goethe, Hoonhout, Perron,
		  & Shea, PLLC
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher & Hagopian, PL
Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser University Sarasota
Melissa R. Casanueva, Esq. 
	 YLD President	 	 Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk
Immediate Past-President:  	
Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison Kirkland, Petruff, 
			   Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card	 $40.00
1/4 page		  $60.00
1/2 page		  $90.00
Full page		  $150.00
Ad Layout		  $25.00

DIRECTORS


