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Inter Alia
MARCH 2020	 Newsletter of the Manatee County Bar Association

The Manatee County Bar Association leadership has determined, 
based upon the updated CDC guidelines that all meetings and events will be cancelled 

through April 15th. We will review rescheduling events and next steps at that time.

The MCBA office will be closed until further notice but we will be responding via email 
as soon as we can. We will also be posting to our website and emailing updates to our 

membership during this time. Thank you for your patience.

The Law and Covid -19
By Christine Allamanno, Esq., MCBA Director

	 I hope all who are reading this, as well as your loved ones, are in good health and remain so as we ride out flu 
season and its latest mutation, Covid-19.  As the illness begins to encroach on our daily lives, I thought I would 
write about some of our state and federal laws that apply in the event of a pandemic.  Who has the legal authority to 
make decisions about isolation (moving those who are sick away from those who are well) and quarantine (moving 
well people away from other well people to see if they become sick), and where does this authority come from?

	 The federal authority to pass pandemic/quarantine legislation derives from the commerce clause of the US Constitutioni.  The first 
federal quarantine legislation in the United States passed Congress in 1878, but decisions about quarantine and funding of management 
and facilities were largely left to state and federal governments until cholera outbreaks led to further federalization of quarantine facili-
ties and procedures in 1892ii.    At this time it was mostly immigrants arriving by boat who were quarantined.   But during the 1918-19 
worldwide influenza epidemic, even with federal legislation in place, decisions remained largely in the hands of state and local authorities.  
Cities with strict quarantine and isolation procedures, notably Portland, Oregon and St. Louis, Missouri, suffered far fewer deaths overall 
than those that did not enforce strict proceduresiii.   (The fatalities worldwide from the epidemic are estimated to be between 20 and 40 
million; with approximately 675,000 of those in the US)iv.   
	 The Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. 264 was not passed until 1944, and its amendments and regulations govern federal quarantining 
decisions and procedures todayv.   After its passage, responsibility within the federal government bounced among several agencies and 
departments until it landed with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
where it currently resides.  The CDC maintains twenty quarantine stations nationwidevi. 
	 42 C.F.R. Sections 70 and 71 give the CDC the authority to quarantine travelers arriving internationally.  Notably, the CDC can also 
quarantine interstate travelers.  It also has the authority to issue Do Not Board orders (enforced by TSA) and Lookout orders (enforced 
by CBP) for persons known to be infected who attempt to travel.  State and local authorities, including tribal authorities, retain authority 
to issue their own quarantine orders independently of the CDC.  The regulations also provide for the federal government to provide for 
and accept assistance from state and local governments.   
	 The State of Florida’s quarantine law is found in Sec. 381.0025 of the Florida Statutes and associated regulations, and delegates quar-
antine procedures to the Florida Department of Health.  It allows the state to quarantine individuals in four situations: (1) cases of com-
municable disease; (2) communicable disease where a “public health emergency” has been declared;  (3) sexually transmitted diseases; 
and (4) tuberculosis.  It is a second degree misdemeanor to violate a Florida quarantine order, as is spreading rumors or false information 
about any infections or contagious disease. 
	 Individuals do retain due process rights to challenge or contest a quarantine order, however, they can be required to go into quaran-
tine first and challenge later. The Florida Court Education Council has published a lengthy (non-binding) guide to pandemic laws and 
procedures to educate the bench and court system on federal and state pandemic laws and suggest procedures to follow in case of legal 
challenges to these laws.  It is full of information and available at:  https://www.flcourts.org/content/download/218114/1974630/pan-
demic_benchguide.pdf.  This is an excellent resource if you desire more information.

i Art. I, Article 1, Sec. 8, Cl. 3 ,U.S. Const. 
iiHistory of Quarantine, CDC, https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/historyquaran-
tine.html (retrieved March 10, 2020).
iiiO;Neil, Tim,” 1,703 St. Louisans died from the Spanish flu in 1918. The city’s 
extreme precautions saved many more.” St. Louis Post Dispatch, March 8, 2020, 
https://www.stltoday.com/news/archives/st-louisans-died-from-the-spanish-
flu-in-the-city/article_aa4b3141-696f-5849-bf37-ad1fcacb7f3f.html, (retrieved 
March 10, 2020); “Portland, Oregon,” Influenza Encyclopedia:  The American 

Influenza Epidemic of 1918-1919, https://www.influenzaarchive.org/cities/
city-portland.html# (retrieved March 10, 2020).
iv1918 Pandemic (H1N1 virus), retrieved from CDC,  https://www.cdc.gov/flu/
pandemic-resources/1918-pandemic-h1n1.html (retrieved March 10, 2020).
vHistory of Quarantine, supra.
viQuarantine Station Map and Contact List, CDC, https://www.cdc.gov/quaran-
tine/quarantinestationcontactlistfull.html  (retrieved March 10, 2020).
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 President’s Message – March 2019
By  Charles W. Telfair, IV, MCBA President

                                    Attention Civil Litigators!
	 As all of you probably know, the jurisdictional amount for civil litigation recently changed from $15,000 
to $30,000 for circuit civil court.  
	 Along with that change, the Florida Supreme Court revised civil cover sheet asks how much your civil 
litigant is claiming in damages.  
	 Obviously, your civil litigant needs to claim at least $30,000 but should they claim more? Seems like a 
long shot, but is there a possibility that a Court (or, an Appellate Court) could limit the claim to $30,000 if 
you don’t claim a higher amount of damages on the civil cover sheet?  And, if your civil litigant puts the highest number they can think 
of on the civil cover sheet (and its $75,000 or more), will out of state defendants use that “amount in controversy” in support of removal 
to federal court?
	 I don’t have the answers.  So, until a Court tells us how to proceed, we are claiming $30,000 in damages on the new civil cover sheet.  
But, we are also utilizing a revised jurisdictional allegation in our 2020 complaints.  That jurisdictional allegation is as follows:	

JURISDICTIONAL ALLEGATIONS
	 I.	 This is an action for damages in excess of $30,000.00 (Thirty Thousand Dollars), exclusive of attorneys’ fees, interest and costs, 
and plaintiff(s) hereby demand a trial by jury; accordingly, although, to file this complaint, undersigned counsel is being required by 
order of the Supreme Court of Florida to contemporaneously complete a civil cover sheet with a dollar figure as an estimated amount 
of claim for data collection and clerical processing purposes only, the full monetary value of the damages suffered by plaintiff(s) is yet 
to be determined and will be decided in a verdict by the jury that judges the facts of this action in compliance with Article I, Section 21, 
Florida Constitution.

	 Perhaps, that is overkill.  But, better safe than sorry.  Good luck out there in our ever changing landscape.

of

20
Different nationalities 
represented in our 
student body

+
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
https://www.Facebook.com/ManateeCounty-

BarAssn/

COVID 19 Pandemic Update:  A Special Message from Graceann 
Frederico, MCBA Executive Director

Dear Members, 

As we navigate through these everchanging times due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, please note ALL MCBA meetings 
and events through April 15th are cancelled.  The MCBA leadership will be revisiting future meetings and events 
later.  Please check the 12th JD website for changes and updates regarding the courts.  Things are changing by the 
hour and that is your best resource for court information.  Also, check our Facebook page and the MCBA website 
for our updates.  I will be emailing information more than usual in an effort to keep you up to date.  Please make 
sure our emails, from our server WILD APRICOT, are not ending up in your SPAM folder.  Our MCBA office is 
CLOSED until further notice, but I am working remotely.  If you need to reach me, please email me at MCBA@
ManateeBar.com.  

While we all make necessary adjustments to our daily routines, there are several things we can do to assist others 
in our local community.  

What can I do, Graceann?  Well, I am so glad you asked!

If you happen to get your hands on some toilet paper, Lysol, or other hard to find items, pick an extra one up (if allowed), and keep it on 
hand to share with that elderly neighbor, or single mom, who just may need it in a few days.  

Order that pizza, smoothie, or whatever it is via “take out” and keep our small businesses in business!

Do your Christmas/Holiday shopping early, and maybe buy a gift card from our local businesses.  

Call up a local charity that is close to your heart and ask what you can do.  For instance, I know that Meals on Wheels PLUS Manatee is 
in urgent need of canned meats, canned fruits, peanut butter, boxes of cereal, unopened packages of toilet paper, paper towel, disinfecting 
wipes, and hand sanitizer.   If you would rather donate and have it matched, they have that available. Finally, if you can volunteer, they have 
many neighbors who need to be fed.  They are asking for volunteers in small groups (6 or less) who can assist with sorting and packing 
food in The Food Bank. They are also in need of volunteer drivers to assist in meal delivery to homebound seniors.  Those interested in 
volunteering should contact Jackie at jgodlewski@mealsonwheelsplus.org.

Use technology to reconnect with family and friends that you’ve been meaning to call, but just haven’t had the time. 

Think outside of the box – this too shall pass.

Stay happy and healthy!  

Graceann

Interested in Serving on the MCBA Board of Directors?
The Nominating Committee will be reviewing nominations soon.  Please submit your Letter of Intent via email to:  

MCBA@ManateeBar.com by April 15, 2020.  
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The Amended Civil Cover Sheet Dilemma
by James Horne, YLD Director

	 	 Many of the litigators who read this are 
familiar with the recent change to the 
Civil Cover Sheet. Now there is a myste-
rious box that reads, “Please indicate the 
estimated amount of the claim, rounded 
to the nearest dollar. $___________.” It 
seems the rational is to gauge how the re-
cent changes to the jurisdictional amounts 

of the Florida courts is affecting the caseload between county and 
circuit court. There are several issues that arise from requiring the 
Plaintiff to “estimate” the amount of the claim in such an official 
and public document.
	 On a fundamental level, doesn’t this require the Plaintiff’s attor-
ney to disclose their mental impressions, conclusions, opinions, or 
theories concerning the litigation? Opinion work product privilege 
protects exactly that. Federal Courts have held that the opinion work 
product is absolutely privileged, and one Florida court has stated, it 
is “absolutely, or nearly absolutely, privileged.” The rule does not 
state whether this estimated amount is admissible as evidence. Most 
certainly, defense counsels would love to project on the document 
camera your estimated value to the jury if you’re “ask” in closing 
argument differed substantially from your previous estimated value. 
	 Does the Plaintiff’s attorney now need their client’s approval to 
enter this amount? One line of thinking is to enter $30,000.01 (yes, 
the penny is necessary for circuit court). This could be problematic if 

an excess verdict is obtained. In the ensuing bad faith litigation case, 
the insurance company will justify its low offers with the Civil Cover 
Sheet showing what the Plaintiff themselves reasonably estimated 
the value of their claim. Many of these cases are litigated in federal 
district court, which will apply The Federal Rules of Evidence and 
federal case precedence leading to more pitfalls and headaches.
	 The other line of thinking is to enter $999,999,999.99, which is 
the largest number you can enter. This is of course more appropriate 
in personal injury litigation because of the non-economic damage’s 
component. This strategy also has its down sides. If there is complete 
diversity of citizenship, the defense may attach your civil cover sheet 
at Exhibit 1 to their notice of removal.  the rule should be changed 
to require the defense to value the Plaintiff’s claims against them 
in their response to level the playing field. 
	 Since the Supreme Court did not publish the amendments adding 
this question, they invited the public to file comments. Hopefully 
these issues were raised in those comments and the court will remove 
or modify this rule to alleviate these issues. 
	 In the meantime, you may want to save these cases that say plead-
ings are not admissible as evidence to prove facts alleged therein, as 
least so long as they are a “tentative outline” of the party’s position 
before the case is fully developed. See Fallon v. City Furniture, Inc., 
959 So. 2d 306, 307 (Fla. 3d DCA 2007); Hines v. Trager Const. 
Co., 188 So. 2d 826, 831 (Fla. 1st DCA 1966). Stay tuned.  

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

For More Information Contact:

Renee Brady
941.306.0162

rbrady@CenterStateBank.com 
NMLS#618986

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida based community banks
that specialize in building relationships with business owners and professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products
and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

“Legal Edge” Banking Service

CS_LegalEdgeBWAd.qxp_Layout 1  10/30/18  4:16 PM  Page 1
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Welcome New Members!
Karly R. Christine, Esq.
		  Stetson University, 2011
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2011
		  Ms. Christine is the President of Christine Law, PA, 
		  2100 Constitution Blvd., Ste. 113, Sarasota, FL 34231.

Hillary Ellis, Esq.
		  Faulkner University, 2012
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2012
	 	 Ms. Ellis is an assistant state attorney with the State 
		  Attorney’s Office, 2071 Ringling Blvd., Ste. 400, Sarasota, 	
		  FL  34237.

Brendan W. Rowe, Esq.
		  Florida State University, 2006
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2006
	 	 Mr. Rowe is an attorney with Lancaster & Eure, PA, 
		  711 N. Washington Blvd., Sarasota, FL  34236
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Florida Board of Bar Examiners 
Vacancies:  

	 Lawyer applicants are being sought to fill three vacancies on the 
Florida Board of Bar Examiners. A joint screening committee of 
Florida Bar Board of Governors members and Board of Bar Ex-
aminers members will recommend nine nominees for three lawyer 
vacancies at its May 15 meeting. The nominations will then be 
forwarded to the Supreme Court to fill three five-year terms com-
mencing Nov. 1, 2020, and expiring on Oct. 31, 2025.
	 Attorney members must have been an active member of The 
Florida Bar for at least five years, maintain active membership while 
serving on the board, and be deemed qualified by the Court to assess 
whether applicants meet the essential eligibility requirements for 
admission under the Rules of the Supreme Court Relating to Admis-
sions to the Bar. Appointment or election to the bench at any level 
of the court system will disqualify any applicant. Law professors 
or trustees are ineligible.
	 Board members of the Bar Examiners must be able to attend 
approximately 10 meetings a year in various Florida locations. 
Members should be willing and able to devote the equivalent of three 
to four days’ work a month, or up to 350 or more hours per year 
on Board business, depending on committee assignments. Actual 
travel expenses connected with the meetings and examinations are 
reimbursed.
	 Persons interested in applying for these vacancies may download 
the Application for Special Appointment or should call Bar head-
quarters at (850) 561-5757, to obtain the questionnaire. Completed 
applications must be received by the  Executive Director, The Florida 
Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-2300 or 
submitted via email to specialapptapp@floridabar.org no later than 
the close of business on Monday, March 23. Resumes will not be 
accepted in lieu of the required application. A joint committee of 
Florida Bar Board of Governors and Florida Board of Bar Examiners 
members will review all applications and may request telephone or 
personal interviews.

Twelfth Circuit Judicial 
Nominating Commission

Seeks Input For Applicants For 
Vacancy Created By Resignation 

Of County Judge Farrance
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

						      March 16, 2020
Contact: Varinia Van Ness, Chair; varinia@vannesslawgroup.com 
Twelfth Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission
Telephone: 941-362-3560

SARASOTA - The Twelfth Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission 
has received applications seeking nomination for the county court 
seat vacancy created by the resignation of County Court Judge 
Robert Farrance.  
	 The following people have submitted applications and the com-
mission seeks input from the public regarding these candidates: 
		  Jaqueline Blanton Steele
		  Alison Clough
	 	 Hillary Ellis 
		  Mark Gilman
		  Andrea Johnson 
		  Adria Jensen
		  Peter Koclanes
		  Charles Near
		  Paul Olah
		  Jim Siegfreid
	 Feedback or input regarding the applicants can be submitted via 
letter or email by noon on March 20th, 2020 to: 
		  Varinia Van Ness, Chair, 12th Circuit JNC
		  Van Ness Law Group, P.A.
		  46 N. Washington Blvd. Suite 9
		  Sarasota, FL 34236
	 	 varinia@vannesslawgroup.com
	 The Commission will meet telephonically due to the Corona-
virus on March 20th, 2020 to determine which applicants will be 
interviewed and further feedback and input regarding the applicants 
selected for interview will be sought after that date.   A further press 
release will be issued.  

MCBA Members Out & About!
	 Joe Battaglia was spotted reading to first graders at McNeal Ele-
mentary School on 3/10/20 during the Embracing Our Differences 
Reading Day.  Way to go, Joe! 

IF IT INVOLVES FOOD
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941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

Se habla Espanol

Over 130 different lawyers have referred personal injury cases to our firm.

Our referral fees range from 25% to 50% depending on the level of
involvement of the referring attorney and the court’s  approval.

Our lawyers meet with every client and negotiate every settlement. We believe 
our business model is better for our clients and our professions' image 

as opposed to how high volume, mass marketing law firms practice.

We are not afraid to try cases.

Please keep us in mind if you have a personal injury case to refer. 
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MCBA Members attend CLE in Havana, Cuba!
	 MCBA members were spotted in Havana, Cuba participating in a series of CLE classes offered to members of statewide Voluntary Bar 
Associations.  The group from the MCBA participated in two afternoons of CLE classes taught by Dr. Dorys Quintana Cruz, covering 
topics such as Criminal Law, Penal Law, and International Law.  Ms. Cruz also led discussion regarding Cuba’s new Constitution and 
plans for its future.  When not in class, trip goers enjoyed tours of the Habanos Cigar Factory, Havana Club Rum Factory, stageside seats 
at the famous Tropicana show, and an extensive island tour in three classic cars.  Which car was the fav?  Hard to say!  One thing for 
sure, we took a lot of pictures, walked a lot of steps, and appreciated home just a bit more.  
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Highlights of the February General Membership Luncheon! 
	 Dan Malasky, Chief Legal Officer of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, was the guest speaker of the February 26th, 2020 General Membership 
Luncheon at Pier 22.  Members and guests were treated to an electric and intriguing presentation by Malasky giving a sneak peak into 
his daily life within the NFL.  Malasky presented a video depicting community events and activities that all need legal oversight, and 
asked “How many legal issues do you observe in the video?”  Members answered anywhere from 2  to over 15 issues and were in for 
an extensive explanation.  Overheard were members walking away commenting  “Wow, just wow!” and “I never thought of that – that’s 
incredible!”  
	 Also in attendance, were judges from the 2nd DCA:  Judge Susan H. Rothstein-Youakim, Judge Patricia J. Kelly and Judge John L. 
Badalamenti.  MCBA Director, Christine Allamanno brought several Legal Studies students from Keiser University to hear Oral Argu-
ments and enjoy the membership luncheon.   
	 A special thank you to our luncheon law firm sponsor, Boyer & Boyer!  Boyer & Boyer are celebrating their 25th year in 2020!

MCBA Director Allamanno with Keiser University students

MCBA President Elect Steve Dye, Dan Malasky, 
and Judge Robert Farrance

YLD President Melissa Casanueva, MCBA Director Greg Hagopian, 2nd DCA 
Judge Badalamenti, Ed Boyer, Mary Alice Jackson, Dan Malasky, 2nd DCA 
Judge Kelly, 2nd DCA Judge Rothstein Youakim, MCBA Past President Alix 
St. Paul, MCBA President Charles Telfair, IV, and Judge Robert Farrance
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Java with the Judges 2020
	 At 7:45 am, Wednesday, February 26th, the Young Lawyers Division held Java with the Judges at the MCJC.  Approximately 50 
attendees started their day with a delicious breakfast catered by Apple Spice Catering, an abundance of coffee, and great conversation.  
The event, sponsored by Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk, is a popular one, despite the early hour.  In attendance, were 2nd DCA 
judges, who were in the courthouse to hear Oral Arguments, as well as several 12th JD judges, staff and MCBA members.  Thank you 
to the Young Lawyers Division for another great event! 

 

The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.

MCBA 2019-20 
SECTION CHAIRS:

	 Solo/Small Firm Section:  	 Steele Williams, Chair
	 Probate Section:  	 Rebecca Proctor, Co-Chair
		  Alexandra St. Paul, Co-Chair
	 Real Property Section: 	 Joe Battaglia, Chair
	 Family Section:	 Faith Brown, Chair	
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Call me today to learn more!

PETER ANDERSON
Producing Market Leader
941-363-8600
panderson@bankunited.com

BUSINESS BANKING 
SERVICES YOU
CAN COUNT ON
At BankUnited, we are committed to helping 

businesses in Manatee County grow. As one of 

the largest independent financial institutions 

headquartered in Florida, we value what matters 

to you because we live and work next to you.  

Our knowledgeable and dedicated team of 

professionals will work with you to understand 

your business goals and create a package of 

fully integrated financial solutions designed  

to power your business forward.
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News from the Florida Bar:
MAY APPOINTMENTS TO BE FILLED

	 ABA House of Delegates: Two lawyers (one under 36 delegate) 
to serve two-year terms commencing Aug. 2020, at the conclusion of 
the ABA Annual Meeting. Applicants must also be ABA members.

	 Florida Legal Services, Inc. Board of Directors: One lawyer 
to serve a three-year term commencing July 1. This 15-member 
board provides judicial advocacy through co-counseling with local 
program attorneys and volunteer pro bono attorneys and provides 
legislative and administrative advocacy on policies impacting the 
legal rights of the poor, as well as providing civil legal assistance 
to indigent persons who would not otherwise have the means to 
obtain a lawyer.

	 Florida Lawyers Assistance, Inc. Board of Directors: Three 
lawyers and two non-lawyers to serve three-year terms commenc-
ing July 1. This 15-member Board assists the legal community 
in securing counseling and treatment for emotional and chemical 
dependency problems for lawyers.

	 Florida Medical Malpractice Joint Underwriting Associa-
tion Board of Governors: One lawyer to serve a two-year term 
commencing July 1. This is a nine-member board of governors 
that develops a means of obtaining loss and expense experience in 
medical malpractice issues.

Persons interested in applying for these vacancies may download 
the Application for Special Appointment or should call Bar head-
quarters at (850) 561-5757, to obtain the questionnaire. Completed 
applications must be received by the Executive Director, The Florida 
Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-2300 no 
later than the close of business on Friday, April 17. Resumes will 
not be accepted in lieu of the required application. The Board of 
Governors will review all applications and may request telephone 
or personal interviews.

Old Republic Title – Real 
Property Section CLE

	 Recently, the Real Property Section held a CLE entitled “Red 
Light, Green Light for the Real Estate Practitioner”, sponsored by 
Old Republic Title.  Amber Ashton, Florida State Counsel for ORT 
led detailed discussion regarding construction liens, stop/start orders, 
closings, and the underwriting process.  Special thanks to Ted Berg 
and Amber Ashton of Old Republic Title for sponsoring the event.  

Marisa Powers, Sponsor Amber Ashton, Sponsor Ted Berg, 
Real Property Section Chair Joe Battaglia and YLD Director 

Anisley Mena

Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com
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CenterState Bank - Providing 
Unique Banking Services for 

Your Legal Practice

Internal

CenterState Bank - Providing Unique Banking Services for Your Legal Practice

CenterState understands that having the right banking partner is a key component to 
your law firm’s success. We have knowledgeable professionals that specialize in the 
financial complexities that face you, your partners and your employees. With a full range
of commercial banking products and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a 
high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

CenterState Bank, a Florida based community bank, was established with a joint vision
and investment by a group of bankers and entrepreneurs over 25 years ago. Growing 
from three banks based in Polk, Osceola and Pasco counties, CenterState Bank is now 
one of Florida’s largest publicly traded banks and currently operates in 44 counties 
throughout Florida, Georgia and Alabama. CenterState provides services such as online 
banking, commercial lending, residential mortgages and investment services. With a 
history of quality service and community, our core values at CenterState focus on 
themes of sustainability, a long-term horizon and the career development of our team.

At CenterState, we believe that local ownership and local management translate into a 
better bank. Our core value of Local Market Driven shows that our commitment to local 
communities is very important to us and to you, our customer. Each community is led by 
a local Community President that lives in the area and operates their community as if 
they were running their own business. Each president understands that to be a 
successful bank, they must also work to make the community they serve successful. 
That is why CenterState is a proud sponsor of the Manatee County Bar Association, 
located in Bradenton, Florida. We support the association’s effortsto maintain the highest 
standards in professional law and to promote a cooperativespirit among members of the 
Bar and their families.

CenterState’s Legal Edge is a unique group of banking services created especially for 
legal practices.

Financing - Our bank has the financing ability to provide you with working capital 
to support timing differences in the cash collection and distribution cycles, letters 
of credit to back lease obligations, and term financing for tenant improvements 
and capital expenditures. We’re sensitive to the flexibility that is needed when 
you require cash to finance things such as income leveling for partners, 
temporary operating expenses, and other unique opportunities such as moving to 
a new space or making much needed leasehold improvements.

Treasury Management - Our cash management solutions can help speed 
collections, streamline payments and mitigate fraud risk. We offer IOLTA and 
escrow services, as well as sweep accounts to keep your cash working as hard 
as you do. Our comprehensive reporting, reconciliation and data integration 
solutions give you a full view of your liquidity picture, and our Online Cash 
Management tool provides secure online access to your accounts.

Internal

Investment Management – Our team of investment professionals understand 
the relationship between your firm’s performance and your personal financial 
success and are dedicated to serving you, your partners and the professional 
staff of your firm.

For Your Practice: For You and Your Employees:
• IOTA and Escrow Accounts

• Business Checking or Analysis 
Business Checking Accounts

• First Order of 3 on-a-page business 
checks at no charge

• Online Cash Management Banking with 
a sophisticated Wire Transfer & Ach 
Module Available

• Positive Pay – Check Reconciliation 
System as a Fraud Deterrent

• Remote Deposit Capture

• Operating Lines of Credit*

• Term Loans for Purchases of 
Commercial Real Estate*

• 401K Advisory Services

• Personal Accounts for Yourself and 
Your Employees

• Free Initial Order of Personal Checks

• Free Internet, Bill Pay and Mobile 
Banking

• Home Equity Lines of Credit at very 
competitive rates and terms*

• Investment and Wealth Services

*subject to credit approval

Our banking professionals spend time with your firm to structure tailored banking 
solutions. We welcome the opportunity to show you the CenterState Banking difference 
today.

To learn more information on how CenterState can assist your law firm’s banking 
needs, contact:

JOHN A. LOCKE
VP, Commercial Relationship Manager 
2811 Manatee Ave W
Bradenton, FL 34205
OFFICE 941-761-7084

(continued on the next page)
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Internal

MOBILE 360-461-4596
NMLS# 1561565

RENEE BRADY
First Vice President
Private Banking Team Leader 
1100 S. Tamiami Trail
Suite 200
Sarasota, FL 34236
OFFICE 941-306-0162
MOBILE 941-807-4848
NMLS #618986

CenterState Bank N.A. is a Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender.

Internal

Investment Management – Our team of investment professionals understand 
the relationship between your firm’s performance and your personal financial 
success and are dedicated to serving you, your partners and the professional 
staff of your firm.

For Your Practice: For You and Your Employees:
• IOTA and Escrow Accounts

• Business Checking or Analysis 
Business Checking Accounts

• First Order of 3 on-a-page business 
checks at no charge

• Online Cash Management Banking with 
a sophisticated Wire Transfer & Ach 
Module Available

• Positive Pay – Check Reconciliation 
System as a Fraud Deterrent

• Remote Deposit Capture

• Operating Lines of Credit*

• Term Loans for Purchases of 
Commercial Real Estate*

• 401K Advisory Services

• Personal Accounts for Yourself and 
Your Employees

• Free Initial Order of Personal Checks

• Free Internet, Bill Pay and Mobile 
Banking

• Home Equity Lines of Credit at very 
competitive rates and terms*

• Investment and Wealth Services

*subject to credit approval

Our banking professionals spend time with your firm to structure tailored banking 
solutions. We welcome the opportunity to show you the CenterState Banking difference 
today.

To learn more information on how CenterState can assist your law firm’s banking 
needs, contact:

JOHN A. LOCKE
VP, Commercial Relationship Manager 
2811 Manatee Ave W
Bradenton, FL 34205
OFFICE 941-761-7084
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Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

	

BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the area of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently accepting referrals and 

new clients in the following areas: 
• Estate planning 
• Probate and trust administration and litigation 
• Elective share and surviving spouse rights 
• Homestead issues 
• Probate and trust related appeals 

• Elder Law 
• Guardianship administration and litigation 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 

 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current chair of the Florida Probate Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council; Homestead Committee Co-

Chair; Bar Journal Committee Co-Chair; Wills, Trusts & Estates Certification 
Course Committee Chair; Probate Law and Procedure Committee Co-Vice Chair  

• Past President of the Manatee County Bar Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 

• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar Association 

• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 

• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs Accredited Attorney 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 

• Secretary and Director, Manatee County Bar Association Young Lawyer’s 
Division 

• Member, Florida Bar Military Affairs Committee 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, guardianship, elder law, and 

veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-6763 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 

Telephone (941) 727-8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-7721 
Facsimile (941) 776-4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 
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Attorney – Bradenton
Grimes Goebel Grimes Hawkins 

Gladfelter & Galvano, P.L. (“AV” rated 
law firm) is seeking an experienced 

litigation attorney. Candidates should 
have excellent research and writing skills, 

along with practical case 
management experience including 
attending hearings and conducting 

depositions. Candidates should also be 
proficient at Microsoft Office, 
Westlaw, and billing software. 

Competitive salary with benefits based 
on experience. Candidates should 

submit a cover letter, resume, 
writing sample, and salary history to 

jdanziger@grimesgoebel.com. 
Communications will remain confidential. 
We are not accepting third-party/recruiter 

submissions.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
March 19, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting – MCJC 	
	 CANCELLED
March 25, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22  
	 CANCELLED
April 1, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting – MCJC  
	 CANCELLED
April 2, 2020	 Guardianship & Probate Section CLE – 
	 CANCELLED
April 8, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting – MCJC 
	 CANCELLED
April 14, 2020	 Family Section CLE:    
	 CANCELLED
April 16, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
April 24, 2020	 MCBA Beach Party – Grimes Family Beach 		
	 House
May 6, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
May 13, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
May 27, 2020	 LAW DAY Luncheon *Note:  DATE CHANGE!!!  
May 21, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
June 3, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
June 4, 2020	 Intellectual Property CLE – details to come
June 10, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
June 18, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
June 23, 2020	 Family Section CLE – details to come
June 24, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22
	

 *dates are subject to change 
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ADDING 
A NEW
CHAPTER 
TO A
SOLID 
LEGACY
In November, Fidelity Bank becomes 
Ameris Bank.

Two storied companies are joining 
forces to offer an alternative to big box 
banks and their outdated conventions. 
We are fiercely committed to getting 
things done for you.

amerisbank.com/welcomefidelitybank
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GETTEL.COM

Visit Gettel.com to view
over 5000 New & Used
vehicle options today!

THE
VERDICT’S IN,
Gettel’s Got It!
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(941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM

BRADENTON | SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | TALLAHASSEE

C H A R L E S  W .  T E L F A I R ,  I V  M C B A  P R E S I D E N T

PERSONAL INJURY
COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

1 5  l a w y e r s  w i t h  o v e r  3 5 0  y e a r s  o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  l e g a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

R E F E R R A LS  &  A S S O C I AT I O N S
W E LC O M E  
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Questions? Call us at 877-644-5122, email us at
information@BoundsLawGroup.com, or visit us at www.BoundsLawGroup.com.

Office in Maitland

It isn’t the size of the case, it’s the fact that it is a case.
At Bounds Law Group, we recognize that every individual has 
a right to representation. We don’t limit the cases we accept 
by value. Over the past 15 months, we have resolved medical 
malpractice cases ranging from $130,000 to $36,500,000. If 
you have a client with a legitimate medical malpractice case, 
we invite your call.

$36,500,000

$130,000

WILL SEARCH
Gregg Christopher Moses

Last Known Address:     
4097 Carlton Arms Inlet, 

Bradenton FL  34208 
DOB:  01-09-1971    

Passed on 02-18-2020   

If you have any information, 
please contact Barbara Moses 
via email at Moskey1305@aol.

com or  by phone at 401-440-7161 
or 401-749-3239 

 

                                 
 

                                      Andre R. Perron, Esquire      Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esquire   
 

 
             Providing professional services in Real Estate, Employment, Construction, 
Collections and related practices.  We also provide contingency litigation in Stock Broker 
Negligence and Trust & Estate disputes. 
 
 
                         Andre R. Perron, Esq.           Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esq.   
                    aperron@barneswalker.com                      ksnyderman@barneswalker.com 
                  aperron@thefinanciallawyer.com                ksnyderman@thefinanciallawyer.com  
 
                    

 
*Referral Fees Paid in Accordance With Florida Bar Rules 

 
 

OUR OFFICE LOCATIONS:  
 

      Bradenton  Sarasota-Fruitville  Sarasota-Ringling 
   Lakewood Ranch       Parrish  Anna Maria Island 
 
 
 

Telephone: (941) 741-8224 
www.barneswalker.com 

www.thefinanciallawyer.com 
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

OFFICERS
President	 Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
President-Elect	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 
			   St. Paul, PLLC
Secretary	 Brian A. Iten, Esq.	 Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer	 David W. Wilcox, Esq.	 David W. Wilcox, Attorney

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 Teledrex, Inc.
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker, Paul & Dorman
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law, P.A.
Andre R. Perron, Esq.	 Barnes Walker, Goethe, Hoonhout, Perron,
		  & Shea, PLLC
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher & Hagopian, PL
Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser University Sarasota
Melissa R. Casanueva, Esq. 
	 YLD President	 	 Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk
Immediate Past-President:  	
Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison Kirkland, Petruff, 
			   Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card	 $40.00
1/4 page		  $60.00
1/2 page		  $90.00
Full page		  $150.00
Ad Layout		  $25.00

DIRECTORS


