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Inter Alia
OCTOBER 2019	 Newsletter of the Manatee County Bar Association

MCBA Sponsors Constitution Essay Contest
	 At the September General Membership meeting, the MCBA was host to the Constitution Essay Contest.   In celebration of the  232nd 
anniversary of the signing of the U.S. Constitution, area seniors were asked to submit their essays:  “What the Constitution Means to 
Me”.  Several representatives from the Manatee County School District, student finalists, and their guests attended the meeting to award 
the winning students for their outstanding essays.  Manatee County Bar Directors, Greg Hagopian and Christine Allamanno were two of 
the judges who reviewed the essays.  Special thanks to the Manatee County School District, and member David Miner, for their efforts.  
The five winning essays can be read at the Manatee County School District website.
	 Winning students and their prizes were as follows:  
	 First Place Madigan Wilford  of Braden River High, $300 cash award sponsored by Gallagher & Hagopian, Attorneys at Law
 Second Place Marietta Tomlinson of Lakewood Ranch High,  $200 cash award sponsored by the Wade Thompson Law Office, Attor-
neys at Law
	 Third Place Joey Robertson of Lakewood Ranch High, Fourth Place Domenica Olvera of Bayshore High and Fifth Place Isaac Garrott 
of Manatee High all received $100 cash awards sponsored by Carl Reynolds Law

SAVE THE DATE!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2019

5:30 - 8:00 PM

BRADENTON COUNTRY CLUB

DETAILS COMING SOON!
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 President’s Message – October 2019
By:  Charles W. Telfair, IV. 

If You Are Given a Great Opportunity, Take It. 
	 Within the last two weeks, I have attended several Manatee County Bar functions.  
	 The Young Lawyer’s Division led by its President, Melissa Casanueva, held an Afternoon at the Court-
house and discussed everything from “how to handle difficult opposing counsel” to “how to leave a Law 
Firm”.  Judge Smith, Judge Maulucci, Judge Mercurio, Lisa Moore, Marisa Powers and Past Presidents of 
the MCBA, Paul Grondahl and Andrea Johnson all spoke to an enthusiastic crowd.  That event was followed 
by what was supposed to be light snacks but really amounted to dinner and drinks at Connect Bradenton.  
An excellent event by our strong YLD.  
	 On Wednesday, September 25th, we enjoyed our luncheon with our Constitution Essay Contest Winners and Pat Neal as our keynote 
speaker.  Chief Judge Bonner, Judge Smith, Judge Mercurio, Judge Sniffen, Judge Moreland, State Representative Will Robinson, Super-
intendent – School District of Manatee, Cynthia Saunders, Mary Glass of the Manatee Education Foundation and many more dignitaries 
and special guests were on hand in addition to a strong showing from our local bar members.  The presentations were excellent – Mr. 
Neal spoke about the past and current role of the Judicial Nominating Commission and Ms. Glass spoke about the Essay contests and its 
winners.  
	 As I write this article, we have Judge Henderson’s retirement reception today (September 26th), we have the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee’s Letters from Anne and Martin tonight (September 26th) and next week (October 4th) we have Judge Heather Doyle’s 
investiture.  At our upcoming October luncheon, Florida Bar President, Jonathan Stewart, and our Florida Bar Board of Governor’s 
representative, Scott Westheimer, will be our guest speakers.  
	 Our MCBA and our local judiciary host quality events where we are provided with great opportunities to interact with our fellow 
MCBA members, our local judiciary and other leaders of our community on a less formal basis.  If you haven’t made an event lately, 
please make an effort to do so.  It is well worth it.  
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Congratulations Sierra A. Butler 
and Melissa R. Casanueva!

The MCBA congratulates member Sierra A. Butler of Butler Elder 
Law, P.A. on the opening of the firm’s Lakewood Ranch location 
and the addition of MCBA YLD President, Melissa R. Casanueva, as 
an Associate Attorney with the practice! Butler Elder Law, P.A. is a 
member of Ferrari, Butler and Moneymaker, PLLC, an elder law firm 
that focuses on Medicaid Planning and Guardianship, including both 
pre-planning and crisis intervention. The Lakewood Ranch office is 
located at 8784 E. State Road 70, Ste. 102, Bradenton, FL 34202. 

MCBA 2019-20 
SECTION CHAIRS:

	 Solo/Small Firm Section:  	 Steele Williams, Chair
	 Probate Section:  	 Rebecca Proctor, Co-Chair
		  Alexandra St. Paul, Co-Chair
	 Real Property Section: 	 Joe Battaglia, Chair
	 Family Section:	 Faith Brown, Chair	

N o t i c e 
Regarding Book/Page Numbers 
in the Manatee County Clerk’s 

Official Records
	 Beginning January 1, 2020, the Manatee County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and Comptroller will no longer assign Book and 
Page numbers to documents recorded in Official Records.  The 
Clerk will continue assigning consecutive Instrument Numbers 
as the official register numbers to reflect the order in which 
documents have been recorded.  For historical purposes, doc-
uments recorded prior to January 1, 2020, will remain indexed 
and searchable by Book and Page.  If you create or use forms 
that reference Book and Page numbers, you should modify 
those forms to capture or reference Instrument Numbers for 
any documents recorded on or after January 1, 2020.  Recorded 
plat maps will continue to receive Book and Page numbers. 
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CLE IN CUBA !

JOIN FELLOW MEMBERS ,  FAMILY & FR IENDS !
FEBRUARY 27TH –  MARCH 1ST ,  2020

Price Total Price for the full Cuba CLE program: $1398 pp in Dbl. Single room: 
$1548.  Estimated round trip air TPA-HAV = $358 + Visa $ 75

See the full itinerary at:  https://manateebar.com/event/cle-in-cuba/ or email Graceann
at MCBA@ManateeBar.com   Space is extremely limited!  

THE MCBA PRESENTS :
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DATES TO REMEMBER:
October 17, 2019	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
October 22, 2019	 Real Property CLE:  ERecording and Online 		
	 Records – details coming soon
October 22, 2019	 Escape Room Event
October 25, 2019	 Guardian Ad Litem Training
October 30, 2019	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22
	
November 5, 2019	 Art in the Courthouse 
November 6, 2019	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
November 7, 2019	 Walt Smith Retirement 
November 13, 2019	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
November 21, 2019	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
December 4, 2019	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
December 5, 2019	 MCBA Holiday Party at Bradenton County Club
December 11, 2019	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
December 19, 2019	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC

January 8, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
January 15, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
January 16, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
January 29, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22

February 5, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
February 12, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
February 20, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
February 26, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22

March 4, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
March 11, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
March 19, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
\March 25, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22

April 1, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
April 8, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
April 16, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC

May 6, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
May 13, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
May 20, 2020	 LAW DAY Luncheon *Note:  This is NOT the last 		
		  Wednesday of the month
May 21, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC

June 3, 2020	 Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
June 10, 2020	 YLD Board of Directors Meeting - MCJC
June 18, 2020	 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting - MCJC
June 24, 2020	 General Membership Luncheon Pier 22

 *dates are subject to change 

Calling Real Estate Attorneys!
	 The Manatee County Bar Association Board by agreement with 
the REALTOR® Association of Sarasota and Manatee, Inc selects 
2 members to serve on its Attorney/ Realtor Joint Committee for a 
2 year term. 
	 Information concerning the activities of the committee can be 
obtained from: Janet E. Sowers, CIPS, AHWD Professional De-
velopment Manager, REALTOR® Association of Sarasota and 
Manatee, Inc.
	 D: 941-952-3404 | O: 941-952-3400 | Janet@MyRASM.com | 
www.MyRASM.com
	 Please let Graceann know if you would like to apply no later than 
Oct 20, 2019.

The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.
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Young Lawyers Division hosts “Afternoon at the Courthouse”
	 In September, the Young Lawyers Division held a special CLE entitled, “Afternoon at the Courthouse”.  The event, made possible by 
a grant from the Florida Bar, provided a chance for young lawyers to hear directly from the judiciary and seasoned attorneys regarding 
professionalism and ethics.  The event began in the Multipurpose Room of the MCJC, where the panelists spoke of their experiences and 
shared their knowledge regarding the law profession.  The event then moved to Connect Bradenton where attendees were delighted to 
find a social hour catered by Poppo’s.  
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Proud sponsors of the MCBA! 

Legal Challenges in the Wake of New Florida Hemp Law
By Dustin Wagner, Esq.

	 As many of you know, Florida Senate Bill 1020, also known as the “Hemp Law,” went into effect on July 1, 
2019.  As a result, hemp is now legal to use and have in your possession.  The bill defines hemp as “the plant 
Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant, including the seeds thereof, and all derivatives, extracts, canna-
binoids, 2 isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers thereof, whether growing or not, that has a total delta-9 
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that does not exceed 0.3 percent on a dry-weight basis.”  See Florida Statute 
§581.217(3)(d).  
	 The new law modified the definition of cannabis, excluding hemp, as defined in section 581.217.  However, this 
modification has created new challenges for law enforcement conducting cannabis-based stops and arrests, and 

for state attorneys seeking convictions.  These challenges start with the fact that hemp and cannabis both come from the same plant, so 
they look, feel and smell the same. The main difference between hemp and cannabis is that hemp has a total delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC) concentration that does not exceed 0.3%. Therefore, if the THC concentration of the plant is less than or equal to 0.3%, then the 
plant is hemp, and is legal, but if the THC concentration of the plant exceeds 0.3%, then the plant is cannabis and is illegal (exclusions 
for medicinal purposes).
 	 Prior to this law being enacted, law enforcement could conduct warrantless cannabis-based searches based on odor or plain view from 
a vehicle or person.  This was an exception to the Fourth Amendment warrant requirement.  Now, in the wake of legalizing hemp, it does 
not seem economically wise to do so.  Why? Mainly because any good defense attorney will file a motion to suppress and challenge how 
the officer could have known what the substance was at the time of the alleged offense.  K-9 dogs are unable to make this distinction 
either.  Therefore, if hemp and cannabis are not distinguishable to the naked eye/ nose - how could an officer differentiate in order to 
justify a detention on an individual or vehicle?
	 Typically, law enforcement would use presumptive field tests to corroborate their suspicion.  To date, Florida law enforcement agen-
cies field tests do not distinguish THC levels.  Furthermore, quantitative testing via a laboratory instrument is required to prove what 
a substance is beyond a reasonable doubt.  Currently, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement laboratories cannot determine THC 
levels.  So, this presents a challenge for prosecutors with a significant caseload and a budget.  Although, law enforcement agencies are 
working quickly to meet these challenges and obtain affordable, reliable, Daubert-proof testing kits that will hold up in court.  
	 The legalization of hemp does not mean Florida drug traffickers will waltz in and out of court though.  There are “odor plus” factors 
that law enforcement will utilize to make probable cause arrests based on the totality of the circumstances standard.  Factors that indicate 
the substance is cannabis and not its THC-deficient cousin, hemp.  For example, factors such as nervousness, conflicting statements, 
furtive movements, signs of impairment, quantity, offender’s background, guns, wads of cash, etc., may indicate that the illicit nature of 
the substance.  And if the case is significant enough, there are laboratories available for quantitative testing.  
	 For now, there are state attorney offices throughout Florida that have determined there will be no formal filing of charges unless there 
are lab results proving beyond a reasonable doubt that the substance contains THC above the 0.3 % threshold.  Constitutional speedy trial 
concerns will also add pressure, in addition to costs, and likely force state attorney offices to prioritize on felony cannabis cases.  Some 
law enforcement agencies are not throwing in the towel just yet and have vowed to remain creative.  Thus, this area of the law will likely 
remain a source of spirited debate and litigation.
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ADDING 
A NEW
CHAPTER 
TO A
SOLID 
LEGACY
In November, Fidelity Bank becomes 
Ameris Bank.

Two storied companies are joining 
forces to offer an alternative to big box 
banks and their outdated conventions. 
We are fiercely committed to getting 
things done for you.

amerisbank.com/welcomefidelitybank
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IF IT INVOLVES FOOD

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

John M Campora, CRPC® 
Financial Advisor

3226 East Bay Drive 
Anna Maria Island Centre 
Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
941-779-2499 Scott Brownell

941.447.3701
scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

Open Enrollment for the MCBA 100 Club!
	 LAST CALL!  Not available again until Autumn, 2020
	 The MCBA is proud to have such wonderful members!  The “100 Club” is a special 
recognition within the MCBA reflecting our members’ commitment to the advancement 
of the legal profession while enhancing the community.   To become a member of the 
“100 Club”, every attorney in your office must be a member of the MCBA.  Firms with 
100% attorney participation will be:
		  Listed in Inter Alia
		  Listed on the MCBA Website 
		  Sent a special “100 Club”  badge to be used in their 
		  marketing materials
	 The MCBA’s “100 Club” is open to renewal each year, as it does not automatically 
renew due to changes in firm rosters from year to year.  Firms must renew each year to 
participate.  
	 To become a member of the “100 Club” for the 2019-20 year, please submit your 
request via email to Executive Director, Graceann Frederico at MCBA@ManateeBar.
com no later than, October 31, 2019.  Include a listing of all attorneys in your firm.  
Once the names are verified as active members of the MCBA, and approved, your firm 
will be added to the MCBA 2019-20 “100 Club” listings and sent the official badge.  
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Your Suggestions Are Being 
Sought By Rep. Tommy Gregory!

	 Do you have suggestions on how to improve the procedural 
aspects of civil litigation? How can we improve the system for 
administration, attorneys, judges, and most importantly, the parties? 
If you would like to assist with this and share your ideas and sugges-
tions, please send them to Graceann Frederico, Executive Director, 
MCBA by October 31, 2019. Submit your ideas and suggestions to 
the MCBA office at MCBA@Manateebar.com.

Get Your MCBA Logo Tumbler! 
Many of you asked, and we listened! 
The MCBA office now has MCBA 
Logo tumblers in stock! This is a 
Tervis-style tumbler, with the MCBA 
color logo proudly displayed! Only 
$20, and going quick! If you would 
like one, please contact Graceann at 
the MCBA office to make arrange-
ments to receive yours.
MCBA@ManateeBar.com

October General 
Membership Luncheon

	 Welcome Florida Bar President, John Stewart and Florida Bar Board of 
Governors Twelfth Judicial Circuit Representative, Scott Westheimer! 
	 The next General Membership Luncheon is at Pier 22 on Wednesday, 
October 30th at noon. Please take a moment to RSVP now to reserve your 
spot: MCBA@ManateeBar.com. Please remember your lunch is included 
with your dues!

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

For More Information Contact:

Brian Hall
941.306.0107

BHall@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1130484

John Locke
941.761.7084

JALocke@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1561565

David Boehm
941.724.3522

DWBoehm@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#995490

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida based community banks
that specialize in building relationships with business owners and professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products
and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

“Legal Edge” Banking Service

CS_LegalEdgeBWAd.qxp_Layout 1  10/30/18  4:16 PM  Page 1
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Judge K. Douglas Henderson Retires, September 2019
	 The Judge Gilbert R. Smith, Sr., Jury Assembly Room was host to a special celebration in honor of the dedicated service to the 12th 
Judicial Circuit by Judge K. Douglas “Doug” Henderson.  On Thursday, September 26, 2019, over 100 friends, family members and col-
leagues gathered to congratulate Judge Henderson on his retirement.  The event, hosted by the MCBA, featured pastries by Sue Locklier, 
and a special cake made by none other than, Mrs. Henderson!  Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr. gave a special presentation, reminiscent of Judge 
Henderson’s life, including his 24 years of service to the 12th Judicial Circuit and the people of the State of Florida.   MCBA President, 
Charles Telfair, presented Judge Henderson with a beautiful hammock and t-shirt for his new life of “relaxation” as well as the very first 
MCBA logo tumbler.  
	 We wish Judge Henderson well and thank him for his many years of dedicated service.  
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941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

We have over 90 years LAWYER experience in our firm.

We are proud that over 130 lawyers have had confidence in us 
and trusted us with their personal injury referrals. 

Since 2008, we have paid referring attorneys over $1,600,000. 
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Highlights from the September General Membership Meeting
	 On Wednesday, September 25th, the MCBA held its General Membership Luncheon at Pier 22.  Special guest speaker, Pat Neal, spoke 
regarding his role with the JNC.  Special thanks to Pat Neal for his informative and thoughtful presentation.  

	
  

BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, HOONHOUT, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the areas of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 

• Estate planning; 
• Probate and trust administration; 
• Probate, trust and guardianship litigation 
• Homestead issues 
• Elder Law 
 

• Elective share 
• Rights of surviving spouse 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
• Guardianship. 
 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current member and past chair of the Florida Probate 

Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council, 

Homestead Committee Co-Chair, Bar Journal Co-Chair  
• Past Director and President of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Executive Board Member, Thomas E. Penick, Jr. Elder 

Law Inn of Court 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship, elder law, and veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-

8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-

3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-

5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-

6763 

SARASOTA-FRUITVILLE 
Foundation Park 

2639 Fruitville Rd., #102 
Sarasota, FL 34237 

Telephone (941) 827-2222 
Facsimile (941) 952-3005 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 
Telephone (941) 727-

8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-

8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 776-
4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 
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Come see the artwork on display at 
the Manatee County  Judicial Center 

1051 Manatee Avenue West, 5th Floor 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019
From 5:00 to 6:00 pm 

Presentation of Certificates
 5:30 p.m.

RSVP to: mcba@manateebar.com 
Light refreshments will be served 
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(941) 951 - 1800 WWW.LBTLAW.COM

BRADENTON | SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | TALLAHASSEE

C H A R L E S  W .  T E L F A I R ,  I V  M C B A  P R E S I D E N T

PERSONAL INJURY
COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION

1 5  l a w y e r s  w i t h  o v e r  3 5 0  y e a r s  o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  l e g a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

R E F E R R A LS  &  A S S O C I AT I O N S
W E LC O M E  
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2020 Judicial Nominating 
Commission Nominations To Be 

Made
	 Judicial Nominating Commissions: One lawyer vacancy for each 
of the 26 JNCs. The Florida Bar has the opportunity to nominate 
three lawyers for each JNC to Gov. Ron DeSantis for his appoint-
ment. Each appointee will serve a four-year term, commencing July 
1, 2020. Applicants must be members of The Florida Bar engaged in 
the practice of law and a resident of the territorial jurisdiction served 
by the commission to which the member is applying. Commissioners 
are not eligible for state judicial office for vacancies filled by the 
JNC on which they sit for 2 years following completion of their 
term.  
	 Persons interested in applying for these vacancies may download 
the JNC application from The Florida Bar’s website, or should 
call Bar headquarters at (850) 561-5757, to obtain the application 
form. Completed applications must be received by the executive 
director, The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, 
Florida, 32399-2300 or submitted via e-mail to jncform@flabar.
org no later than 5:30 p.m on Monday, December 16. Resumes will 
not be accepted in lieu of the required application.  The Board of 
Governors will review all applications and may request telephone 
or personal interviews.

Jodi M. Ruberg, Esq.
		  University of Central Florida, 2007
		  The Florida State University College of Law, 2012
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2012
		  Ms. Ruberg is an attorney with Kirk Pinkerton, Attorneys 
		  at Law, 240 S. Pineapple Ave., 6th Floor Sarasota, FL 34236.

Zachary Peck, Esq.
		  Charter Oak State College, 2011
		  Quinnipiac University School of Law, 2017
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2019
		  Mr. Peck is an attorney with Carlson, Meissner, Hart & 		
		  Hayslett, 714 Manatee Ave. E., Ste. C, Bradenton, FL  34208.

Kimberly Muenter, Esq.
		  Loyola University, 1984
		  University of Maryland School of Law, 1987
		  Year Admitted to the Florida Bar, 2010
		  Ms. Muenter is an attorney with the Law Office of 
		  Kimberly Muenter, P.A., 9040 Town Center Parkway, 
		  Lakewood Ranch, FL, 34202.

Welcome New Members
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1205 Manatee Avenue West  |  Bradenton, Florida 34205
(941) 748-3770    |  www.phkhlaw.com   

From community associations to real estate, from estate planning  
to probate, trust administration and business law,  

Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk, P.A. stands ready and  
able to address your legal needs.

�olid Legal Counsel Based on Experience and Understanding 
 �roceed with Confidence.
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Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee Brings 

“Letters From 
Anne & Martin” 

to Bradenton!
	 On Thursday evening, September 26th, at 
7:00 pm, the Diversity & Inclusion Commit-
tee presented “Letters From Anne & Martin” 
to the community at the Manatee Performing 
Arts Center.  Attendees heard the inspirational 
words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter 
from Birmingham Jail and Anne Frank’s 
Diary of a Young Girl in a performance 
that was thoughtful, moving and uplifting.  
The play shared important messages from 
Dr. Martin Luther King and Anne Frank as 
they spoke of their hopes and dreams for a 
peaceful, just and unified world.  Following 
the performance,  Penn State Professor Dr. 
James Stewart lead a post-show discussion 
with the actors and audience.  
	 Earlier in the day, the performance was 
shown to 3,000 area 10th grade students.  The 
production was made possible by the gener-
ous support of The Johnston Family Fund 
of the Manatee Community Foundation and 
The James Bruen and Jane Plitt Fund of the 
Manatee Community Foundation, Embracing 
Our Differences, and the Sarasota-Manatee 
Jewish Federation.  Also sponsoring the event 
were:  Executive Producer: Porges Ham-
lin Knowles & Hawk, P.A., Co-Producer: 
Weiffenbach & Reinhart, Attorneys at Law, 
Directors: The Boxser Diversity Initiative, 
McIntosh Law, Legler, Murphy & Battaglia,  
Blalock Walters, and Performer Sponsor:  
Paul Grondahl.   

With special thanks to our generous sponsors:

Executive Producer:

Porges Hamlin Knowles & Hawk, P.A.

Co-Producer
Weiffenbach & Reinhart, Attorneys at Law

Directors:

The Boxser Diversity Initiative

McIntosh Law

Legler, Murphy & Battaglia

Blalock Walters

Baker Paul & Dorman

Edward Sobel, Esq,

& Donna Sobel, Esq.

Performer: Paul Grondahl, Esq.

With special thanks to The Johnston Family Fund 
of Manatee Community Foundation & The James Bruen 
and Jane Plitt Fund of Manatee Community Foundation.

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY NEEDED!
Associate Attorney needed for established, full-service 

law firm. Requires 2-5 years’ experience in Estate 
Planning and Probate, with additional litigation 
experience and willingness to assist in litigation 

practice a plus. Salary commensurate with experience. 

Please send resume and cover letter to 
Hiring Partner; Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk, PA, 

1205 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205 
or email to sherryf@phkhlaw.com.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
https://www.Facebook.com/ManateeCounty-

BarAssn/
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Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com

of

20
Different nationalities 
represented in our 
student body

+
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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SARASOTA COUNTY PRESENTS

Distinguished 
SPEAKER SERIES

DR. GERRY W. BEYER
Cyber Estate Planning and Administration*

*           2 credits pending approval for Attorney, CPA, CFP, and Trust Officers

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2019
Registration: 8:00 a.m. 

Program: 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.        

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF SARASOTA COUNTY
2635 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL

DR. GERRY W. BEYER       
Professor of Law            

Texas Tech University

To Register visit  
www.CFSarasota.org          

Click on “Distinguished 
Speaker Series”

Please call 941-556-7165      
for additional information.
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                                      Andre R. Perron, Esquire      Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esquire   
 

 
             Providing professional services in Real Estate, Employment, Construction, 
Collections and related practices.  We also provide contingency litigation in Stock Broker 
Negligence and Trust & Estate disputes. 
 
 
                         Andre R. Perron, Esq.           Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esq.   
                    aperron@barneswalker.com                      ksnyderman@barneswalker.com 
                  aperron@thefinanciallawyer.com                ksnyderman@thefinanciallawyer.com  
 
                    

 
*Referral Fees Paid in Accordance With Florida Bar Rules 

 
 

OUR OFFICE LOCATIONS:  
 

      Bradenton  Sarasota-Fruitville  Sarasota-Ringling 
   Lakewood Ranch       Parrish  Anna Maria Island 
 
 
 

Telephone: (941) 741-8224 
www.barneswalker.com 

www.thefinanciallawyer.com 
 

Civil and Construction 
Litigation Associate Attorney Needed
	 Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A., a Sarasota-based litigation firm, 
seeks associate with minimum 3-5 years of experience; focus 
on general civil litigation and construction defect.  Candidate 
must have experience with depositions, motion practice, ex-
pert discovery, trial support; excellent oral, writing and research 
skills.
	 Founded in 1937, Dickinson & Gibbons is one of the oldest, 
most prestigious firms in the area.  The firm holds Martindale 
Hubbell’s AV rating and is a member of ALFA International, a 
global network of 150 firms.  Visit www.dglawyers.com. 
	 Qualified candidates send letter of interest and C.V. to        
careers@dglawyers.com.  No recruiters or phone calls please.  

Litigation Associate Attorney Needed
	 Dickinson & Gibbons, P.A., a Sarasota-based litigation firm, 
seeks associate with 1-2 years of experience; focus on general 
civil and tort litigation.  Candidate must have experience with 
depositions, motion practice, expert discovery, trial support; ex-
cellent oral, writing and research skills.
	 Founded in 1937, Dickinson & Gibbons is one of the oldest, 
most prestigious firms in the area.  The firm holds Martindale 
Hubbell’s AV rating and is a member of ALFA International, a 
global network of 150 firms.  Visit www.dglawyers.com. 
	 Qualified candidates send letter of interest and C.V. to        
careers@dglawyers.com.  No recruiters or phone calls please.  

ESCAPE 
ROOM 
EVENT

YOUNG LAWYERS DIVIS ION
INVITES  YOU!

$15.00 PER PERSON
YOU MUST RESER VE 
YOUR SPOT WITH 
THE MCBA AT 
MCBA@MANATEEBAR.COM

SOCIAL 
TO FOLLOW
AT GOOD LIQUID 
BRE WING

FOOD AND 
BE VERAGES 
ON YOUR OWN

OC TOBER 22,  2019
6:00 PM STAR T
ESCAPE BRADENTON
465 COR TEZ RD.  W.
BRADENTON,  FL 
34207
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Mailing address: P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206
Phone: (941) 741-4091

Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

OFFICERS
President	 Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
President-Elect	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 
			   St. Paul, PLLC
Secretary	 Brian A. Iten, Esq.	 Manatee County Sheriff’s Office
Treasurer	 David W. Wilcox, Esq.	 David W. Wilcox, Attorney

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 Teledrex, Inc.
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker, Paul & Dorman
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law, P.A.
Andre R. Perron, Esq.	 Barnes Walker, Goethe, Hoonhout, Perron,
		  & Shea, PLLC
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher & Hagopian, PL
Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser University Sarasota
Melissa R. Casanueva, Esq. 
	 YLD President	 	 Porges, Hamlin, Knowles & Hawk
Immediate Past-President:  	
Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison Kirkland, Petruff, 
			   Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card	 $40.00
1/4 page		  $60.00
1/2 page		  $90.00
Full page		  $150.00
Ad Layout		  $25.00

DIRECTORS


