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	 This is my last President’s message. The year 
has gone by so quickly and I have very much 
enjoyed serving the Association as its President 
this year. It was really rewarding. I could not 
have done it without a lot of help from the Board, 
Committee Chairs and members, and of course, 
Graceann who is the best Executive Director we 
could have.
	 Our Association, which dates back to 1905, 

is one of the very oldest Bar Associations in the State. I am really 
proud of this and the fact that we continue to grow and attract new 
members, despite the fact that many associations are stagnant or 
shrinking in membership. We all tried hard this year to make our 
lunch meetings more fun and entertaining. We had door prizes and 
drawings for gift certificates. Our speakers were great. They included 
Congressman Greg Steube, Representative Will Robinson, Carlos 
Beruff, David Lawrence Jr, Bryon Stroh of the Pittsburg Pirates, 
Brynne Anne Besio of the Bishop Museum, and our Florida Bar 
President Michelle Suskauer.  Our Holiday Party at the Bradenton 
Country Club and our Beach Party at the Grimes’ Beach House were 
reported by the attendees to be the best ever. Our Past Presidents’ 
Lunch was well attended and the Scavenger Hunt was a lot of fun.  
And, let’s not forget our very first “Vintage Attorneys Night”, an 
idea that Kim Bald suggested and we ran with it.  
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	 As President, I had the privilege of participating in the Investiture 
Ceremonies for the Honorable Maria Ruhl and the Honorable Dana 
Moss. On behalf of our Association, I presented lovely wooden and 
glass decorative cases with gavels and the details of the Investitures. 
It turns out that our traditional gift, which has been given for many 
years, is a prized investiture present and is one of the nicest present-
ed. It was so awe inspiring to be part of the ceremonies and to be 
present with all of our 12th Judicial Circuit Judges in attendance. 
They were very special ceremonies which I will always remember. 
We also redesigned our logo, giving it a nice update.  Steve Dye 
spearheaded the project in collaboration with local graphic artist, 
Maria Massaro.
	 We reinstituted the President’s Message, which was part of the Inter 
Alia when it was first established as a monthly newsletter in 1979, 
the year my husband, Dave Deitrich, was President of our Associa-
tion. We have had more Association sponsored low cost CLEs this 
year and now can get free CLEs from the Florida Bar’s Legal Fuel. 
Through our connection to Broward County’s Bar Association, we 
have available even more low cost CLEs.
Thank you so much for your help and participation. By working 
together, we have made this last year a success for our Association. I 
look forward to seeing all of you at meetings and events in the future 
and feel confident of our continued growth, success and camaraderie.

June 2019 
Mcba Luncheon

	The MCBA is very excited to announce this month’s guest speaker will be Judge 
Gilbert Smith, Jr.!  Not only is he a judge, but he is also an author, lecturer, and 
our MCBA “resident historian”.  Judge Smith will be sharing his knowledge 
of the MCBA with us and we welcome you to join us.  
	Please RSVP by June 21st to MCBA@manateebar.com.
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Heather Doyle Wins 
Jim Slater Award

 On May 29th, 2019, as part of the Law Day Luncheon, Chief 
Assistant State Attorney Heather Doyle was awarded the Jim Slater 
Award for Professionalism by Chief Judge Charles Williams.  The 
award is presented to the attorney who the judges of the 12th Cir-
cuit feel best personify the qualities of the late Jim Slater, 
former long-time Chief Assistant Public Defender.  Those qualities 
include civility, honesty and collegiality toward the bench and to 
opposing counsel.  Congratulations, Heather!

DATES TO REMEMBER:
June 26, 2019		 General Membership 

Luncheon – Annual Meeting  
June 27, 2019		 YLD Diversity Event:  A Visit 	

with Judge Ruhl 
September 25, 2019	 General Membership 

Luncheon
October 30, 2019	 General Membership 

Luncheon
December 5, 2019	 MCBA Holiday Party at 

Bradenton County Club
January 29, 2020	 General Membership 

Luncheon
February 26, 2020	 General Membership 

Luncheon
March 25, 2020	 General Membership 

Luncheon
May 20, 2020		 LAW DAY Luncheon 

*Note: This is NOT the last Wednesday
of the month

June 24, 2020		 General Membership 
Luncheon

*dates are subject to change
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The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.

Twelfth Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission 
Manatee County Court Judge Nominations

	 By majority vote of the 12th Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission, the following nominations for 
the position of Manatee County Court Judge for the seat to be vacated by the retirement of the Honorable 
Douglas Henderson (listed in alphabetical order) have been forwarded to Governor Ron DeSantis:

                1.            Heather Doyle

                2.            James Fowler

                3.            Andrea Johnson

                4.            Paul E. Olah, Jr.

                5.            Stephen Mathew Whyte

                6.            Kristy Zinna

 	 These nominations are the result of the Commission’s deliberations on June 7, 2019 following interviews 
with some of the applicants. The Commission thanks all of those who participated in the nomination pro-
cess. Input from the community by way of reference, recommendation, or general information about the 
applicant is vital to the process, and is appreciated by the Commission.

 	 For Further information please contact Nancy Cason, Chairwoman of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit Nom-
inating Commission at 941-365-7171 or ncason@smrl.com

MCBA 2018-19 
SECTION CHAIRS:

	 Solo/Small Firm Section:  	 Steele Williams, Chair
	 Probate Section:  		  Rebecca Proctor, Chair
	 Real Property Section: 		  Joe Battaglia, Chair
	 Family Section:			  Faith Brown, Chair	

Proud sponsors of the MCBA! 
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   The Next Chief Judge - 
An Eighth Generation Floridian

By Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr.
	 On July 1, 2019, when Circuit Judge Kimberly Carlton Bonner 
takes over as Chief Judge of the 12th Judicial Circuit, she becomes 
the first woman in history to serve in that 
position. With the unanimous support of 
all the judges, she leads a circuit, which 
is now composed of as many women as 
men.i   Judge Bonner’s election as Chief 
Judge sets a precedent for the future of 
the judges in this circuit. 
	 The road leading to a woman becom-
ing the Chief Judge in this circuit has 
taken some time. The first women elected 
as judges in the circuit occurred on Sep-
tember 12, 1972 when Evelyn Gobbie 
was elected circuit judge and Roberta Knowles was elected Manatee 
County judge. (Judge Gobbie had actually served as a municipal 
judge for Sarasota in 1964 before Article V of the Florida Constitution 
was revised.)  That was only three years after the 12th Judicial Circuit 
was split and the 20th Judicial Circuit was created.ii At that time, 
the population of the circuit was approximately 230,587 residents. 
There were only eight circuit judges and five county judges serv-
ing the entire circuit with Judge Gobbie and Judge Knowles being 
the only women.  Since that time, many outstanding women have 
served as judges in the circuit, but only a few have thought about 
becoming the Chief Judge. Since the 1972 election until recently, 
the men serving as judges outnumbered the women.    
	 In 2002, there were 27 judges in the 12th Judicial Circuit which 
included only six women judges.iii  Since that time, an overwhelming 
number of women were elected or appointed as judges in the circuit. 
Today there are 31 judges which includes 15 women judges and that 
composition may change again in the next few years.iv  There have 
been several historic elections in the last few years where women 
were elected or appointed to a position, which had been held by men 
for decades.  The election of Judge Bonner is not just a reflection 
of composition of the court, but a testament to her being the best 
person to serve as Chief Judge.  She is optimistic, professional, 
organized and efficient with a quiet and measured tone.  And, just 
as important, Judge Bonner was willing to take on a position which 
has been challenging in the last few administrations.   
	 When Judge Bonner takes over as Chief Judge, the estimated 
population of the circuit will be approximately 900,000 residents.  
Since this circuit covers one of the fastest growing regions in the 
United States, the demand on the judiciary is going to be greater 
than ever before. Judge Bonner will have her work cut out for her 
as she oversees the administration of justice in the circuit.    
	 Judge Bonner was born in Lakeland, Florida to Thomas Mabry 
Carlton Jr. and Barbara Carlton. Her father served as a Sarasota 
County Commissioner from 1981 through 1989. Judge Bonner and 
her sister, Lisa grew up on the family ranch in south Sarasota where 
the family raised beef cattle and grew citrus.  She learned ranch-
ing from an early age and when not in school, she completed her 
chores around the ranch and took care of her own livestock.  From 
eight years old until she was out of high school, Judge Bonner was 
involved in the 4 H program, which reinforced what she leaned on 

the ranch and taught her management and leadership skills that she 
has used all her life.   She also became skilled in raising steers.  

	 Judge Bonner is an eighth generation Floridian; and, her ances-
tors were not only leaders in the formation of the State of Flori-
da but pioneers in the 
agricultural industry. 
Arriving in Florida not 
long after it became 
a state, her ancestors 
settled in the Peace 
River Valley, before 
Manatee, Sarasota or 
DeSoto counties were 
created. Life was much 
different in those days 
where settlers literally 
lived off the land.  The Sem-
inole Indians were still living 
and hunting throughout the 
region that was abundant with 
wild animals.  The Carlton 
families became successful in 
the cattle industry and agricul-
ture and Judge Bonner’s great-
great grand-parents, Albert and 
Martha Carlton, were founders 
of the City of Wauchula.  The 
Carlton families also became 
leaders in state and local gov-
ernment throughout Florida.  
Her sister, Lisa was a State Representative and then a State Senator 
serving Sarasota and Manatee counties from 1994 through 2008.vi   
	 Judge Bonner graduated from Cardinal Mooney High School 
with an interest in history. She graduated with a bachelor degree in 
history from Stetson University before graduating with a master’s 
degree in history from University of West Florida. Judge Bonner 
then graduated with her juris doctorate degree from Pepperdine 
University College of Law.  
	 Judge Bonner began her legal career serving as an assistant state 
attorney for the 12th Judicial Circuit. After two years, she went in 
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to private practice perfecting her trial skills with the law firm of 
Dickinson & Gibbons.  After three years, Judge Bonner moved to 
Washington, D. C. to serve as a staff attorney for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. She returned to Sarasota after a few years and 
became in-house counsel with Allstate Insurance Company.  Judge 
Bonner now had experience as a trial lawyer in both criminal and 
civil cases, serving as an in-house counsel, handling regulatory law 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and acting as a corporate 
counsel for an insurance underwriter. 
	 In 2002, Governor Jeb Bush appointed Judge Bonner as Sarasota 
County Judge and she excelled at that position, being re-elected for 
two terms without any opposition. She served as an instructor at the 
Conference of County Judges and ultimately became the president of 
the conference.  After Judge Rick DeFuria retired, on July 11, 2013, 
Governor Rick Scott appointed Judge Bonner as circuit judge of the 
12th Judicial Circuit.vii   She has excelled at that position and while 
serving as a judge, graduated with a master of law degree from the 
University of Nevada.  Judge Bonner also serves as an instructor at 
the Conference of Circuit Court Judges and as chair of the judicial 
education committee. 
	 Being a Florida native, Judge Bonner appreciates the outdoors and 
wildlife in the Florida. Like her ancestors, she lives on a ranch and 
is in the cattle industry. Judge Bonner is married to Tom and they 
are raising their daughter, Katie on the family ranch. Besides being 
a mom, wife, rancher and judge, Judge Bonner has many interests 
and passions, including being involved in 4 H with Katie who raises 
and trains rescued dogs instead of steers. Judge Bonner now raises 
two goats named Wyatt and Virgil Earp. She is also active with the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, which encourages young 
adults to become good citizens. Finally, Judge Bonner finds time to 
write books for children and other short stories. She has also written 
and published one novel with more to come.   
	 Judge Bonner’s journey to becoming Chief Judge has been 
inevitable if not exciting, since she will serving the same commu-
nity where she was raised.viii   The 12th Judicial Circuit has had 
outstanding Chief Judges in its past starting with Judge Robert 
Hensley in 1970. All of them have managed the circuit differently 
and faced difficult issues, but all have been dedicated to the proper 
and efficient administration of justice.  It will be exciting for all of 
us to watch Chief Judge Bonner lead the circuit into the future.  

i February 8, 2019 at the Anna Maria Oyster Bar
ii  Chapter 69-220, House Bill No. 653, Laws of Florida, General Laws, 
1969, Volume 1, Part One, Resolutions, Memorials & Chapter 1 – 405, 
Regular Session 1969, June 6, 1969, June 29, 1969, page 872. 
iii  12th Judicial Circuit Bar Associations 2002 Membership Directory and 
Resource Guide
iv  http://www.jud12.flcourts.org/
v  When Governor Rick Scott appointed Judge Renee Inman on November 
27, 2017, as Manatee County Judge, it was the first time a woman had 
served on the Manatee County Court since 1984.  Even more historic was 
when Governor Scott appointed Judge Danielle Brewer on October 20, 
2016 as the DeSoto County Judge.  That appointment was the first time in 
history a woman was appointed or elected as a judge in DeSoto County.    
vi  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisa_Carlton
vii  Staff Report, Sarasota Herald Tribune, “Scott Appoints Judge Kimberly 
Bonner to 12th Circuit: July 11, 2013, page 1.
viii  Interview, Kimberly Carlton Bonner, October 2, 2014

FAMILY SECTION HOLDS CLE
	 In May, the Family 
Section held a CLE enti-
tled:  The Intersection of 
Technology, Domestic 
Violence and Family Law 
at the MCJC.  The room 
was filled to capacity as 
attendees enjoyed a very 
informative presentation 
by Steven Bradley of 
Family Wizard Software 
and Ana Taitt of Family 
Law Software.  Both soft-
ware companies spon-
sored the luncheon and 
attendees received 2.5 
CLE Credits.  This Lunch 
& Learn CLE is part of a 
series of CLEs that were 
organized by Judge Diana 
Moreland, Judge Susan 
Maulucci, and Section 
Chair Faith Brown.  We 
look forward to another 
series.  Stay tuned!
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Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

For More Information Contact:

Brian Hall
941.306.0107

BHall@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1130484

John Locke
941.761.7084

JALocke@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1561565

David Boehm
941.724.3522

DWBoehm@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#995490

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida based community banks
that specialize in building relationships with business owners and professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products
and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

“Legal Edge” Banking Service

CS_LegalEdgeBWAd.qxp_Layout 1  10/30/18  4:16 PM  Page 1
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Congratulations To Michael Sasso!
	 Recently, MCBA Member, Michael P. Sasso was reappointed to The Florida Bar’s Rules of Judicial Ad-
ministration Committee by Florida Bar President Elect, John Stewart.  He will serve his second, three- year 
term.  Previously, Michael served for four years as a representative to the RJAC, from the Family Law Rules 
Committee, where he was vice-chair.  Congratulations on this honor!

MACKEY LAW GROUP
Downtown Bradenton law firm seeking to hire attorney 
with 0-3 years experience for civil litigation, including 

family law, construction and business disputes 
and personal injury.

Interested candidates must live in or be from 
Manatee County. Competitive salary and great benefits, 

including health, dental, vision and 401k.
Please submit cover letter and resume, with writing 

sample if available, to bradentonlaw@gmail.com.

Qualified applicants will be contacted
for in-person interviews.

 FOLLOW US ON 

@MyMCBA

MCBA Announces 
2019-20 Slate

Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq., President

Stephen R. Dye, Esq., President Elect

David W. Wilcox, Esq., Treasurer

Brian Iten, Esq., Secretary

Andre’ R. Perron, Esq. Director

Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq., Director

Lori M. Dorman, Esq., Director

Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq., Director

Christine L. Allamanno, Esq., Director

Melissa R. Casanueva, Esq., YLD President

Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq., Past President

THE MCBA IS ON FACEBOOK
We ask that you LIKE our page to stay 
updated on our events, news, and an-
nouncements.  If we get to 200 likes, 
we have a prize for the 200th person, so 
LIKE our page………..you may just win!  

Hurricane  Season 
began June 1st!

Do you have a plan?
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LAW DAY CELEBRATION 2019
	 On May 29th, 2019, the MCBA once again celebrated LAW DAY and what a time we had!    We were honored to have both Congress-
man Greg Steube and Representative Will Robinson as our guest speakers.  In our MCBA history, we have had several members of this 
Association who have served in the Florida Senate and Florida House of Representatives.  However, this is the first year we have 	
THREE members serving in office:  Congressman Greg Steube , State Representative Will Robinson and Florida Senate President Bill 
Galvano.  Several community leaders gathered to hear from our honored guest speakers.  
	 The event was highlighted with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Sheriff Rick Wells and the Sons of the American Revolution Color 
Guard.  Judge Gilbert Smith, and other members of the SAR, were in full uniform and a colorful addition to Law Day in their period 
costumes.  
	 Judge Charles Williams awarded the Jim Slater Award of Professionalism to Chief Assistant State Attorney Heather Doyle.  
	 Both Congressman Steube and Representative Robinson spoke on the highlights of their “freshman year” in their respective offices.  
Amidst the discussion regarding goals and legislation, both gave refreshing insight and a “behind the scenes” peak at what it is like to 
work in high-profile governmental positions. 
	 At this event, Ana Perelygina , daughter-in-law of Charles Telfair, of Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, was on hand to taking professional photos 
while Jennifer Kistler of Boyer & Boyer attended to “tweet” the event out on social media as it happened.  
	 METV taped the event and it can be viewed on METV’s YOUTUBE channel at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyIBmnSRlsc
	 Sponsors of LAW DAY include:  Fidelity Bank, CenterState Bank, LawPay, Gettel Automotive, Firkins Automotive, Lucente & As-
sociates and Barnes Walker Law Firm.   
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YOUNG

LAWYERS

DIVISION

RSVP BY
JUNE 21ST

LUNCH &

LEARN WITH

JUDGE MARIA

RUHL

Join us as we hear from Judge Maria Ruhl, our very first Hispanic and
bilingual judge as she discusses the importance of diversity in the
Florida judicial system, all while enjoying Venezuelan cuisine.  Seating
is limited to 20 persons, so RSVP now!  

RSVP to:  MCBA@ManateeBar.com

WHEN:      Thurs., June 27th

WHERE:    Connect Bradenton

TIME:         Noon - 1 pm

     COST:        FREE for YLD Members, $25 non-YLD members

Made possible by a grant from The Florida Bar



Manatee County Bar Association Annual Dues for current and new members are $225.00* 
for the year (July 1st through June 30th).  This notice is payable upon receipt.  Renewals 
postmarked or paid after July 30, 2019 are subject to a $25 late fee.     Please return 

this completed form with check payable to: 
Manatee County Bar Association ~ P.O. Box 796 ~ Bradenton, FL  34206 

Note:  Renewals may also be paid online at www.manateebar.com 
*Subject to a 3.5% administration fee*

~ UPDATE YOUR CONTACT & PRACTICE INFORMATION AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO 
APPEAR IN OUR DIRECTORY ~FORM MUST BE COMPLETED IN ITS ENTIRETY

Member Name: ____________________________________________FL. Bar #:  _________________ 

Complete name of firm:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________State_________________  Zip: ________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________  Fax: _____________________________________ 

E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

List 3 primary areas of practice  (use attached list to make your selections) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FL Bar Certifications held: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Federal Court Admissions: ___________________________________________________________________

*Annual dues paid by credit card require a 3.5% Administration Fee totaling: $232.86
If using a credit card, please pay via our website at www.manateebar.com  and email your Dues Renewal 

Notice to MCBA@ManateeBar.com   

For Office Use:  Check #:_______   Amount: $_______  CC:   $_______  Date  recvd:_________ 

• • • • NOTICE • • • •

2019-20 DUES RENEWAL 
MANATEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Law School: ___________________________  Year Admitted to The Florida Bar:  ____________________
Languages Spoken, other than English: _______________________________________________________
Other State(s) Admitted to Practice Law: ______________________________________________________

http://www.manateebar.com/
http://www.manateebar.com/
mailto:MCBA@ManateeBar.com


……….COMMITTEE and SECTION PREFERENCE………. 
Please indicate your interest for the 2019-20 Bar Association year: 

SECTIONS:    Practice sections offer continuing legal education programs and events focused on relevant 
topics.  Section involvement provides lawyers with a forum to enhance their substantive practice skills, and 
to interact with others practicing similar areas of law.  Please indicate your interest in any of the Sections 
listed below: 

_______ Family Law     

_______ Probate, Estate, Guardianship 

_______ Young Lawyers (40 yrs. & younger) 

_______ Real Property

 _______ Solo/Small Firm 

_______ I would like to be involved on the planning committee of my Section. 

_______ I would be willing to lead the following Section: ________________________________ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

COMMITTEES:  Please indicate your choice(s) below. 

______  Membership:  To include recruitment/retention of members and beneficial services for members. 

______  Youth Related Education:  To include activities relating to civics education, classroom speaker’s 

  bureau and youth education programs. 

______  Events:  To include the planning and preparations for social activities throughout 

  the year, to include Law Day, Spring Beach Party and Holiday Party in December. 

______  PR/Communications:  Solicits and reviews monthly articles for the Inter Alia, press releases, etc. 

______  Community Service:  To include the coordination of the annual Community Service recognition awards 

  and participation in local community service projects.   

  _______Heritage Committee:  Collects and preserves the history of the MCBA 

_______ ByLaws Committee:  Reviews and creates proposed revisions as needed 

_______ Technology Committee:  All things social media, photography, taping, editing, etc.   

_______ Diversity Committee:  Promotes and encourages diversity  

**Please complete all pages** 

Disclosure:  Association dues, except as noted below, may be deductible as professional or business expenses, 
to the extent allowable by law.  Dues and other contributions to local, state or national associations  

are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income purposes.   

___Yes ___No   Are you interested in Pro Bono volunteer opportunities? 
___Yes ___No   Are you a Young Lawyer (40 yrs. or less -or- 5 yrs. or less in practice)? 



THE FLORIDA BAR
AREAS OF PRACTICE 

Administrative 
Admiralty and Maritime 
Adoption 
Agricultural 
American and International 
Animal Law 
Antitrust and Trade Regulation 
Appellate Practice 
Arbitration 
Asian and Comparative 
Asset Forfeiture 
Aviation 
Banking 
Bankruptcy 
Biotechnology and Genomics 
Business 
Business and Taxation 
City/County/Local Government 
Civil Litigation 
Civil Rights 
Civil Trial 
Commercial Litigation 
Communications 
Condominium and Planned Development 
Constitutional 
Construction 
Consumer 
Contracts 
Copyright 
Corporate 
Criminal 
Criminal Appellate 
Debtor and Creditor 
Dispute Resolution 
Education 
Elder 
Election, Campaign and Political 
Eminent Domain 
Employee Benefits 
Energy, Environment/Natural Resources 
Entertainment, Arts and Sports 
Environmental and Land Use 
Equal Opportunities 
Estate Planning 
Family 

Finance and Investments 
General Practice 
Global Technology 
Governance and Rule of Law 
Government 
Government Administration and Regulation 
Government and Administrative 
Government and Public Policy 
Government Contracts 
Guardianship 
Health 
Health Administration 
Immigration and Nationality 
Indigenous and Native American Law
Insurance 
Intellectual Property 
Inter-American 
Intercultural/International Human Rights 
International 
International and Comparative 
International Business 
International Economic 
International Environmental 
International Legal Studies 
International Litigation and Arbitration 
International Taxation 
Internet 
Juvenile 
Labor and Employment 
Legal Malpractice 
Litigation/Trial Advocacy/Advocacy 
Media 
Mediation 
Medical Malpractice 
Mergers and Acquisitions 
Military 
Natural Resources 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Ocean and Coastal 
Patent 
Personal Injury 
Probate and Trust Litigation 
Product Liability 
Professional Liability 
Public Finance and Bonds 

Public Interest 
Public Utilities 
Real Estate 
Real Estate/Land Development 
Securities 
State and Federal Govt & Admin Practice 
Sustainable International Development 
Tax 
Technology and Science 
Toxic Torts 
Trademark 
Transportation 
Trial 
Trusts and Estates 
Urban Affairs/Urban Studies 
Wills, Trusts and Estates 
Workers' Compensation 
Workers' Compensation/Claimant 
Workers' Compensation/Defense 
Zoning, Planning and Land Use 
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Florida	Bar	and	Federal	Court	Admissions	Listings:	
	

Florida	Bar	Certifications:	 Federal	Court	Admissions:	
Admiralty	&	Maritime	Law	 US	Court	of	Appeal	for	the	Eleventh	Circuit	
Arbitrator	 US	District	Court	Middle	District	of	Florida	
State	&	Federal	Gov’t	&	Admin	Practice	 US	District	Court	Northern	District	of	Florida	
Adoption	Law	 US	District	Court	Southern	District	of	Florida	
Appellate	Practice	 Florida	Middle	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Antitrust	&	Trade	Regulation	Law	 Florida	Southern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Aviation	Law	 Florida	Northern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Business	Bankruptcy	 United	States	Supreme	Court	
Business	Litigation	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	Veterans	Claims	
Circuit	Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Armed	Forces	
Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Federal	Claims	
Civil	Trial	Mediator	 US	Court	of	International	Trade	
Criminal	Appellate	 US	Tax	Court	
City,	County	&	Local	Government	Law	 	
Construction	Law	 	
Condominium	&	Planned	Dev.	Law	 	
Criminal	Trial	 	
Civil	Trial	 	
Elder	Law	 	
Education	Law	 	
Family	Mediator	 	
FL.	Regional	Architect	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Mediator	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Civil	Mediator	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Health	Law	 	
International	Law	 	
Immigration	&	Nationality	 	
Intellectual	Property	Law	 	
Juvenile	Law	 	
Labor	&	Employment	Law	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Real	Estate	 	
Tax	Law	 	
Wills,	Trusts	&	Estates	 	
Workers’	Compensation	 	
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Florida	Bar	and	Federal	Court	Admissions	Listings:	
	

Florida	Bar	Certifications:	 Federal	Court	Admissions:	
Admiralty	&	Maritime	Law	 US	Court	of	Appeal	for	the	Eleventh	Circuit	
Arbitrator	 US	District	Court	Middle	District	of	Florida	
State	&	Federal	Gov’t	&	Admin	Practice	 US	District	Court	Northern	District	of	Florida	
Adoption	Law	 US	District	Court	Southern	District	of	Florida	
Appellate	Practice	 Florida	Middle	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Antitrust	&	Trade	Regulation	Law	 Florida	Southern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Aviation	Law	 Florida	Northern	District	Bankruptcy	Court	
Business	Bankruptcy	 United	States	Supreme	Court	
Business	Litigation	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	Veterans	Claims	
Circuit	Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Armed	Forces	
Civil	Mediator	 US	Court	of	Federal	Claims	
Civil	Trial	Mediator	 US	Court	of	International	Trade	
Criminal	Appellate	 US	Tax	Court	
City,	County	&	Local	Government	Law	 	
Construction	Law	 	
Condominium	&	Planned	Dev.	Law	 	
Criminal	Trial	 	
Civil	Trial	 	
Elder	Law	 	
Education	Law	 	
Family	Mediator	 	
FL.	Regional	Architect	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Mediator	 	
FL.	Supreme	Court	Certified	Civil	Mediator	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Health	Law	 	
International	Law	 	
Immigration	&	Nationality	 	
Intellectual	Property	Law	 	
Juvenile	Law	 	
Labor	&	Employment	Law	 	
Marital	&	Family	Law	 	
Real	Estate	 	
Tax	Law	 	
Wills,	Trusts	&	Estates	 	
Workers’	Compensation	 	
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BEACH PARTY 2019
	 Another Beach Party has come and gone and if you missed it………….well, you missed a fantastic event!
	 The Grimes family beach house, “Caya Casa” was host once again to appx. 45 party goers.  Festive fair of oysters, shrimp, barbeque 
from PigOut, ChickFila nuggests, our very own steak sandwiches and ice cream from the Carlson Meissner Ice Cream truck were just 
a sampling of what was available at this year’s event.  Lively libations, and craft beer sponsored by Gold Coast Eagle were on tap as 
DJ Lynch once again spun the tunes as party goers watched a beautiful sunset over the Gulf of Mexico.  It was here, that one was heard 
saying, “Wow, others save up to make a trip here and we get to enjoy this as a Bar member!”  So true!
	 The feedback is, this was the best one yet and plans are already under way to do it again next year.  Special thanks to the Law Day 
Committee, from those who grocery shopped, to grilled, to picked up food, to dragged in lots of ice, to took out trash, to cleaned up the 
beach, to washed dishes, to set up tables and chairs, to made sure the taps were working………you get the idea!  And, again, thank you 
to our sponsors and the Grimes family for donating their lovely beach house.  



Inter Alia - JUNE 2019	 Page 13



Page 14	 Inter Alia - JUNE 2019

 13555 Automobile Blvd., #100 • Clearwater, FL 33762 (727) 592-9020

 526 12th Street W. • Bradenton, FL 34205 (941) 748-3289

 10 South Desoto Ave., 2nd Floor. • Arcadia, FL 33820 (863) 993-4010

 1800 2nd Street #903, BB&T Bank Bldg. • Sarasota, FL 34236 (941) 954-2221

 Lincoln Center, 5401 W. Kennedy Blvd., #170 • Tampa, Florida 33607 (813) 286-6555

 300 1st Ave S. #402 • St Petersburg, FL 33701 (727) 823-2818

vincentlucente.com E-mail vinny@vincentlucente.com
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1121 • Bradenton, FL 34206

COURT  REPORTERS     Phone: 941.748.3289
1-800.282.8275 Fax 941.748.5800

VINCENT M. LUCENTE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
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The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.

   For	over	20	years	the	Manatee	County	
Bar	Association	 has	 recognized	 the	
volunteerism	 of	 its	members	 through	
its	Community	 Service	Awards.	This	
year,	MCBA	has	asked	to	hear	from	its	
members	 directly	 about	 the	 nonprofits	
with	which	we	serve.	This	is	a	wonderful	
opportunity	for	our	legal	community	to	
learn	more	about	 the	 local	 community	

and	the	many	ways	in	which	we	can	get	involved.	
	 Community	service	is	truly	a	touchstone	of	the	legal	profession	
and	there	are	so	many	avenues	in	which	our	lawyers	can	and	do	give	
back.	Many	lawyers	sit	on	the	boards	of	local	nonprofits	to	provide	
their	expertise	and	sound	advice	to	guide	their	organizations.	Some	
legal	organizations	choose	a	particular	charity	to	support	with	their	
fundraising	 efforts	 throughout	 the	 year.	 For	 example,	 our	 local	
chapter	 of	 the	Florida	Association	of	Women	Lawyers	 (FAWL)	
has	selected	Save	Our	Seniors	as	their	designated	charity	for	this	
year.	Save	Our	Seniors	focuses	on	providing	medical	equipment	
to	physically	limited	seniors	whose	needs	may	not	be	covered	by	
Medicare	or	Medicaid.		
	 The	Young	Lawyers	Division	also	plays	their	part	in	contributing	
to	our	 local	 community.	Most	 recently,	 the	YLD	partnered	with	
Step	Up	Suncoast	to	present	a	series	of	seminars	on	a	wide	range	of	
topics	including	landlord/tenant	law,	insurance	law,	and	estate	plan-

ning.	These	seminars	were	presented	to	the	employees	of	Step	Up	
Suncoast	and	other	local	nonprofits	to	provide	them	with	a	greater	
understanding	of	key	legal	issues	which	they	can	then	pass	on	to	their	
clients	in	need.	Step	Up	Suncoast	was	the	perfect	partner	for	this	
initiative	as	they	bring	together	resources	for	individuals,	children,	
and	families	in	need	in	the	five-county	area	including	Manatee	and	
Sarasota	Counties.	The	YLD	is	extremely	appreciative	to	the	Young	
Lawyers	Division	of	the	Florida	Bar	for	the	grant	which	enabled	us	
to	present	these	seminars.		
 And	of	course	many	of	our	lawyers	enjoy	rolling	up	their	sleeves	
and	volunteering	directly	with	a	nonprofit	which	they	feel	passion-
ately	 about.	On	April	 15th,	 I	 took	 the	opportunity	 to	work	with	
Stillpoint	House	of	Prayer,	a	local	food	pantry	located	on	Tamiami	
Trail	just	minutes	from	our	courthouse,	which	serves	the	homeless	
and	needy,	with	a	special	emphasis	on	the	local	migrant	commu-
nity.	That	day	a	local	children’s	shoe	designer,	Susan	Giroux,	had	
kindly	donated	boxes	and	boxes	of	beautiful	new	children’s	shoes,	
sandals,	and	boots.	I	spent	a	wonderful	morning	distributing	these	
to	children	in	need.	Experiencing	their	faces	light	up	as	they	were	
able	to	select	their	very	own	new	pair	of	rainbow	colored	sandals	
or	glittery	pink	shoes	was	something	I	won’t	soon	forget.	
	 In	ways	both	big	and	small,	I	look	forward	to	seeing	how	the	legal	
community	will	choose	to	give	back	to	their	local	community	in	
the	years	to	come	and	how	MCBA	will	continue	to	recognize	their	
contributions.	

Legal Community Gives Back 
To Local Community 
By Amanda Tullidge, Esq., YLD Director

Proud sponsors of the MCBA! 

IF IT INVOLVES FOOD
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Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com
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BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, HOONHOUT, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the areas of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 

• Estate planning; 
• Probate and trust administration; 
• Probate, trust and guardianship litigation 
• Homestead issues 
• Elder Law 
 

• Elective share 
• Rights of surviving spouse 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
• Guardianship. 
 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current member and past chair of the Florida Probate 

Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council, 

Homestead Committee Co-Chair, Bar Journal Co-Chair  
• Past Director and President of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Executive Board Member, Thomas E. Penick, Jr. Elder 

Law Inn of Court 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship, elder law, and veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-

8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-

3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-

5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-

6763 

SARASOTA-FRUITVILLE 
Foundation Park 

2639 Fruitville Rd., #102 
Sarasota, FL 34237 

Telephone (941) 827-2222 
Facsimile (941) 952-3005 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 
Telephone (941) 727-

8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-

8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 776-
4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 

OPIOID USE DISORDER AWARENESS 
Please join us for a panel discussion on  
opioid use disorder, its impact on the brain,  
and effective treatment options. 

11 a.m.—12:30 p.m.; Thursday, July 25, 2019 
Manatee County Judicial Center 
Hon. Gilbert A. Smith, Sr. Jury Assembly 
Room, 2nd Floor 

MODERATORS 
Manatee County Circuit Court Judge Lon Arend 
DeSoto County Court Judge Danielle Brewer 
Manatee County Juvenile Court Judge Teri Kaklis Dees 
Manatee County Drug/Veterans Court Manager Alfred James 

 
SCHEDULED PANELISTS 
Centerstone | DeSoto County Treatment Court | First Step of Sarasota 
Manatee County Government | Manatee County Health Department 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office | Sarasota County Health Department 

OPIOID USE DISORDER AWARENESS 
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& T R I A L  L A W Y E R S

(941) 951 - 1800

CWTELFAIR@LUTZBOBO.COM

WWW.LBTLAW.COM 

savethemanatee.org
Photo © Wayne Hartley

Branching Out...

Seeking 
a Safer 

Tomorrow

Help the Manatees,
Adopt One Today!
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941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

We have over 90 years LAWYER experience in our firm.

We are proud that over 130 lawyers have had confidence in us 
and trusted us with their personal injury referrals. 

Since 2008, we have paid referring attorneys over $1,600,000. 
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Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

OFFICERS
President	 Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison Kirkland, Petruff, 
			   Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC
President-Elect	 Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
Secretary	 Elizabeth Moneymaker, Esq.	 Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker PLLC
Treasurer	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 
			   St. Paul, PLLC

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 Teledrex, Inc.
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

Mailing address: P.O. Box 796,
Bradenton, FL 34206

Phone: (941) 741-4091
Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser University Sarasota
Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker, Paul & Dorman
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher & Hagopian, PL
James M. “Jay” Horne, Jr., Esq.	 Kallins, Little & Delgado
Marisa J. Powers, Esq.	 Blalock Walters, PA
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law
Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq.	  	 Harllee & Bald, PA 

Immediate Past-President:  	
Paul F. Grondahl, Esq.   		  Paul F. Grondahl, PA 

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card	 $40.00
1/4 page		  $60.00
1/2 page		  $90.00
Full page		  $150.00
Ad Layout		  $25.00

DIRECTORS
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