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	   As many know, the “Dye firm” and the “Harrison firm” joined forces approximately a year and a half ago and as 
part of that the Dye firm moved into the Harrison firm’s building at the corner of Old Main Street and Manatee Ave-
nue West.  An interesting fact is that this is the same building the Dye firm occupied when the firm consisted of my 
father and grandfather (“Dye and Dye”).  When the Harrison firm bought and remodeled the building twenty-five or 
so years ago they saved us an original leaded glass window from the second floor showing the faint “Dye and Dye” 
painted on it which I still have at my home.  Our families have not just known each other for several generations 
but we have always been friends as well. Tom and Joe’s dad, George and my father, Dewey, attended the University 
of Florida law school together and would share rides between Bradenton and Gainesville.  When George graduated 
from law school, his first job was at the Dye firm.  

	 The Dye firm prior to our merger was located in what was formerly known as the Riverview Center on 3rd Avenue West, which was 
Cox Chevrolet before that.  It had a ramp where you could drive a car to the third floor.  The Dye firm and the Miller family (of Pier 22) 
purchased the Cox building in the early ‘80’s and remodeled it into condo office suites.  The Dye firm occupied the third floor until relo-
cating to the Harrison firm’s building in 2017.   
	 It’s funny that our old building was called the Riverview Center because it had beautiful views of the Manatee River after it was 
constructed.  However, the City of Bradenton made the controversial decision of building a new City Hall and Police department on the 
waterfront Bradenton Auditorium property after which about 75% of our view of the river was eliminated.  Then about five years ago 
the Bradenton Herald relocated into our building and as part of that transaction the building was remodeled and renamed the “Bradenton 
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President’s Message
by Alexandra St. Paul, Esq.

	 	 I wanted to take a moment to share my per-
sonal experience with the Manatee Community 
Foundation (MCF). Last year, I lost a friend and 
client (John) who was a very special person and  
lived  the American Dream. As a child born of 
Polish immigrant parents, he was quite poor in 
his formative years and began working at the age 
of 5 shining shoes for pennies. He worked hard 

all of his life but never married and had no children. After his death, 
he wanted a foundation  established  to help poor underprivileged 
children.
	 John lived to be quite elderly and by the time he died, there 
simply wasn’t enough money to establish a foundation and make it 
worthwhile. In the alternative, I established a fund in his memory 
with MCF. Over the years I have had friends and clients who estab-
lished funds with MCF or left money to MCF but I had no personal 
experience with the organization.
	 MCF is quite remarkable. Jennifer Abbott, the Director of Philan-
thropy at MCF, has brought projects  and grant applications to me 
and so far we have helped seven  worthy  causes in Manatee County. 
Each contribution from John’s fund will directly impact the lives of 
our young poor children in a very positive way. 
	 Please consider MCF when you are working with your clients or 
even looking for worthy charities to help on your own. As mem-
bers of this community, I think we are lucky to have such a great 
organization to help our poor and needy citizens.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
May 17, 2019	 BEACH PARTY SOCIAL 
May 29, 2019	 General Membership Luncheon - LAW DAY                                       
June 13, 2019	 CLE: Guardianship & Probate Section: 		
		  Online Records
June 26, 2019	 General Membership Luncheon – Annual 	
		  Meeting   
June 27, 2019	 YLD Diversity Event: A Visit with Judge 		
		  Ruhl - details coming	
*dates are subject to change 

MCBA 2018-19 
SECTION CHAIRS:

	 Solo/Small Firm Section:  	 Steele Williams, Chair
	 Probate Section:  	 	 Rebecca Proctor, Chair
	 Real Property Section: 	 	 Joe Battaglia, Chair
	 Family Section:		 	 Faith Brown, Chair	

Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com
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The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.

   For over 20 years the Manatee County 
Bar Association has recognized the 
volunteerism of its members through 
its Community Service Awards. This 
year, MCBA has asked to hear from its 
members directly about the nonprofits 
with which we serve. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for our legal community to 
learn more about the local community 

and the many ways in which we can get involved. 
	 Community service is truly a touchstone of the legal profession 
and there are so many avenues in which our lawyers can and do give 
back. Many lawyers sit on the boards of local nonprofits to provide 
their expertise and sound advice to guide their organizations. Some 
legal organizations choose a particular charity to support with their 
fundraising efforts throughout the year. For example, our local 
chapter of the Florida Association of Women Lawyers (FAWL) 
has selected Save Our Seniors as their designated charity for this 
year. Save Our Seniors focuses on providing medical equipment 
to physically limited seniors whose needs may not be covered by 
Medicare or Medicaid.  
	 The Young Lawyers Division also plays their part in contributing 
to our local community. Most recently, the YLD partnered with 
Step Up Suncoast to present a series of seminars on a wide range of 
topics including landlord/tenant law, insurance law, and estate plan-

ning. These seminars were presented to the employees of Step Up 
Suncoast and other local nonprofits to provide them with a greater 
understanding of key legal issues which they can then pass on to their 
clients in need. Step Up Suncoast was the perfect partner for this 
initiative as they bring together resources for individuals, children, 
and families in need in the five-county area including Manatee and 
Sarasota Counties. The YLD is extremely appreciative to the Young 
Lawyers Division of the Florida Bar for the grant which enabled us 
to present these seminars.  
	 And of course many of our lawyers enjoy rolling up their sleeves 
and volunteering directly with a nonprofit which they feel passion-
ately about. On April 15th, I took the opportunity to work with 
Stillpoint House of Prayer, a local food pantry located on Tamiami 
Trail just minutes from our courthouse, which serves the homeless 
and needy, with a special emphasis on the local migrant commu-
nity. That day a local children’s shoe designer, Susan Giroux, had 
kindly donated boxes and boxes of beautiful new children’s shoes, 
sandals, and boots. I spent a wonderful morning distributing these 
to children in need. Experiencing their faces light up as they were 
able to select their very own new pair of rainbow colored sandals 
or glittery pink shoes was something I won’t soon forget. 
	 In ways both big and small, I look forward to seeing how the legal 
community will choose to give back to their local community in 
the years to come and how MCBA will continue to recognize their 
contributions. 

Legal Community Gives Back 
To Local Community 
By Amanda Tullidge, Esq., YLD Director

Proud sponsors of the MCBA! 

IF IT INVOLVES FOOD
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Jessica Carrier, Esq.
	 Indiana University, BA 1998
	 Nova Southeastern University, JD 2002
	 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2002
	 Ms. Carrier is a Senior Attorney and State Mediator at the 	
	 Office of the Judges of Compensation and Claims, 
	 Division of Administrative Hearings, 6497 Parkland 	 	
	 Drive, Ste. M, Sarasota, FL  34243.

C. Jade Davis, Esq.
	 Florida State University, BA, 2007
	 Stetson University College of Law, JD, 2011
	 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2012
	 Ms. Davis is the CEO of GenLegal, dba Law Office of 	
	 Christina J. Davis, PL, 4711 17th St. W., Palmetto, FL  	
	 34221.

Mary Ostrowski, Esq.
	 Bowdoin College, BA, 2005
	 University of Florida, JD, 2016
	 Year Admitted to The Florida Bar, 2016
	 Ms. Ostrowski is an Associate Attorney with Najmy 	 	
	 Thompson, PL, 1401 8th Ave. W., Bradenton, FL  	 	
	 34205. 

Welcome New Members Can Your Lifestyle Change Your DNA?
What Does Your DNA Have to Say About You?

What is the Best Diet Available?
	 Questions like these were 
answered at our recent Well-
ness CLE:  Attorneys & DNA 
held on May 2nd at the MCJC.  
Tracy Gapin, MD presented his 
very informative and engaging 
talk on how our DNA influenc-
es our lives, professions, and 
relationships.  Dr. Gapin also 
introduced attendees to the field 
of Epigenetics and the future of 
medicine.  Response was over-
whelming and we hope to have 
Dr. Gapin return in the future.  

Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR
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(Back to the Future, continued from page 1)

Herald Corporate Center” and Riverview Center was no more. 
Looking back, while I loved our offices I feel we dodged a bullet to 
have left that location when we did as that building now stares into 
the giant yellow wall of horror.  In theory there may be people that 
like the yellow wall of horror but I can’t imagine looking at that 
view day in and day out.  It was also built REALLY CLOSE to the 
property line like many new buildings in Bradenton these days.  It’s 
“ in your face”. I do get that Bradenton needs additional parking.  
I just can’t believe how much money was spent on the facade of 
a parking garage.  You go to small towns all over the country and 
there are pedestrian walkways so you can safely cross busy roads.  
In Bradenton, that is desperately needed.  It’s scary and dangerous 
standing on the sidewalks in Bradenton waiting to cross.  Drivers in 
downtown are angry and frustrated. It also takes a ridiculous amount 
of time to walk or drive anywhere as the lights last so long.  I suppose 
the new parking garage will be billed a major tourist attraction like 
the world famous “Riverwalk”.  Each section of the new parking 
garage is a dramatically different architectural style.  It is almost like 
a display board at Home Depot for the different styles of tile.  My 
favorite elevation is the portion on Old Main  facing Westminster 
Courtyard.  Thankfully it appears to have picked up on the New 
Orleans-style architecture of the Courtyard and even has two very 
large elevated balconies.  What is strange is the balconies simply 
go into the parking garage. So you can park then walk out on the 
huge balconies and wave to the residents at the Courtyard.
	 After the move was completed, my partner Alix St. Paul found a 
November, 1991 Inter Alia where I wrote the featured article just like 
this one. It was interesting to go back and read my comments from  
1991.  I do not recall much about serving on the Bar Association 
board at that time other than the fact that the Board decided to hire 
an executive director, Sue Revell.  We really didn’t think we could 
afford it but it was getting to be too much of a burden to be on the 
Board without some hired help.  It was a great decision.
	 In the 1991 article, I reported that I had just returned from vacation 
in England where I discussed the U.S. legal system with some of the 
locals.  This was travel before kids and Maureen and I separated for 
the day with plans to meet back at Harrods at the end of the day. I set 
out early to go to the War Museum but when I got there it was not 
open. (In those days you couldn’t just look that up on your phone.) 
I had no plan B but noticed a pub across the street and headed over 
for a breakfast pint and to get some recommendations on what to 
do with my day. Some of my new friends were upset that English 
lawyers were starting to do the same types of deplorable things as 
American lawyers regarding personal injury type matters. (They had 
no idea of what was coming.) I stayed in their pub all day and they 
were nice enough to have me delivered to Harrods in one of those 
black cabs. I never took my wallet out. 
   Since 1991, personal injury advertising has gone off the rails.  
Before the internet, the injury lawyers basically just owned the 
phone book.   Now, it appears to be difficult to do run a successful 
personal injury practice without some type of gimmick.  If you dis-
agree please drive by the former Kaklis, Venable and Witt property 
on 15th Street West which is now painted bright red and features 
a fleet of ambulances wrapped with a giant picture of some Tampa 
attorney’s smiling face. I suppose this guy  sends these fake am-
bulances to accidents and maybe tries to get there before the real 
ambulances? At least he’s not an ambulance chaser. He’s driving 
the actual ambulance!  I bet if you went to the City and asked to 
put up five giant bright red signs on your property advertising your 

business, they wouldn’t tell you “no way, Jose “.  But if you park 
five large vehicles with your sign painted on them, it’s “A-OK”.    
Here’s some good news. A large corporate client of mine who does 
get claims from injury attorneys from time to time recently told me 
that they are now relieved when “the attorney is the from the most 
well-known personal injury firm in Florida” (not to be mentioned by 
name), because they will settle quickly and for less money.  
	 “1991 Steve” complained about how boring the Florida Bar News 
was.  That has not changed.  It seems like every time I look in my 
inbox, there’s a new one sitting there. And it’s still a newspaper!  
The thing I’ve found it most useful for over the years is putting 
several pages under my charcoal chimney as I don’t receive a regu-
lar newspaper anymore.  It seems very few people read newspapers 
anymore.  One of our local trial judges recently told me he was 
worried when a local newspaper ran a front page article on one of 
the big criminal trials he was handling on the morning before jury 
selection.  So, the first thing he did was ask the jury pool if they had 
read the article. Nobody had. The judge added that the new problem 
with jurors is their cell phones enabling them to communicate about 
the proceedings, take pictures, make recordings or simply not pay 
attention to the proceedings. But cell phones did remove the threat 
of them reading local news.  The poor Bradenton Herald.  It has not 
only lost most of its customers; it’s building now stares at the giant 
yellow wall of horror
	   When I read the Florida Bar News these days there are a lot 
of articles regarding social justice-type issues. One of the most 
popular is gender equality.  Recently, I had the pleasure of meeting 
Bar President Michelle Suskauer who spoke at our Bar Association 
luncheon.  One of Michelle’s main issues  was the need for gender 
equality in the Bar.  So I looked up the current statistics on Florida 
law school enrollment and the majority of persons attending and 
graduating from Florida law schools now are female. I would not 
be surprised if that trend continues. 
	 Since writing the 1991 article, I was blessed to have two sons, 
neither of who wanted to become attorneys and honestly I did not 
encourage it. One reason is they are both good at math.  Like me 
and their grandfather and great grandfather, they attended local 
public schools and later the University of Florida.  My oldest son is 
a mechanical engineer living in South Tampa and the youngest just 
graduated from business school.  With the baby boomer retirement 
surge underway, the youngest wants to be involved in the senior 
housing and healthcare industry.  It’s still possible he could later go 
into law. 
	 “1991 Steve” wrapped up his article by applauding the efforts 
of the Manatee Bar Association on becoming more visible in the 
community.  At that time, we still had both a booth at the Manatee 
County Fair and we also did an event at De Soto Mall where people 
from the public could “ask a lawyer” various legal questions for free. 
The fair booth was like being in a dunk tank where people made 
snide anti lawyer remarks as they walked by.  At the mall event you 
committed malpractice trying to answer legal questions that you 
knew nothing about. But at least the 1991 lawyers were trying.  And 
we have certainly aged better than the mall.     
	 I’ll wrap this up by pointing out something that I didn’t discuss 
in 1991 but that I now feel is worth mentioning.  Getting into law 
school, graduating, passing the Bar exam and becoming a real lawyer 
is not easy or inexpensive. Private practice is particularly difficult. 
You are not just being an attorney but you are also having to run an 
office, pay overhead, stay current in the law, attract new clients, do 
the actual work, send out invoices, try to get paid, hire and manage 
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Annual FAWL Judicial Assistant Appreciation Luncheon 

	 On April 18th, 2019, the Judicial Assistants of the Manatee County Judicial Center were honored at the Annual FAWL Luncheon.  
Several local judges, friends, and colleagues attended the luncheon held at Westminster Towers in downtown Bradenton.  Thank you 
“JAs” for all you do!  
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a staff, recruit and manage new attorneys, deal with problem clients, 
deal with problem attorneys, dealing with HR problems, deal with the 
Bar, participate in community service, etc.  It can be overwhelming.  
Somewhere in there you are supposed to have life balance, work out, 
get a hobby, raise a family, go to church, take time off, maybe even 
go on a vacation, but when you do that, your income comes to a stop 
until you return!  Possibly, because of the many challenges lawyers 
face, there is an unusually high rate of substance abuse, depression, 
health issues, personal problems and even suicide.  Instead of re-
ceiving prestige and riches for all that you did to become a lawyer, 
you’re rewarded with a poor public image, cheesy lawyer television 
ads, billboards and now fake ambulances further tarnishing our 
profession.  One good thing I’ll throw in is that I think the females 
entering the profession in such large numbers counteracted the tacky 
“lawyer jokes” that were in full swing in 1991. Rude people are not 
so willing to publicly insult “the ladies”. So ladies, the guys very 
much thank you for that.  
	 With all that said, in 2019 I am very proud to be a lawyer.  I’m 
proud to be a member of the Manatee County Bar Association and 
I enjoy and respect the vast majority of other lawyers, judges and 
legal staff.  I truly believe that all of the adversity we experience as 
lawyers in many ways has drawn us closer together as a profession.  
Even though the system is competitive and adversarial by design, 
there is a new awakening that we need to stand together as a group 
and have each other’s back. You can advocate for a client without 
being obnoxious to the other attorney.  In fact, you should always 
show respect to other attorneys and their staff.   In many ways, it’s 
us against the world, since the time that we graduated, and not only 
are we better off, but society is better off if we look at it this way. 

(Back to the Future, continued from page 6)
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Congratulations 
Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr.!

	 Recently, Judge Smith received the Robert E. Burt Boy Scout 
Volunteer Award from the National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution.  Judge Smith spent 11 years as a scout and 
has volunteered countless hours to the scouting organization.  We 
are excited to learn he has received this award.  

& T R I A L  L A W Y E R S

(941) 951 - 1800

CWTELFAIR@LUTZBOBO.COM

WWW.LBTLAW.COM 
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Join Manatee FAWL’s  
Membership Drive “Jolley” Trolley Tour 

and Annual Installation 
 

A fun night of networking with your fellow FAWL members as 
well as Installation of 2019-2020 Board! 

 

When: Friday, June 14th 

Time: 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. 
 

1st stop: Councils for Snacks, Burgers, Beer and Pool (park near Councils 
downtown as we will take the Trolley from this location, 536 12th Street West, 
Bradenton, FL 34205.) 

2nd stop: Suncoast Loaded Cannon Distillery Brewery Tour and Tasting 

Pit-stop: Skyline Chili for a sample of their signature 3-Way Chili 

3rd stop: Good Liquid Brewing Co. for Light Appetizers and 1 free drink 
(additional food can be purchased separately) 

4th stop: Oscura (downtown Bradenton closer to Councils) for one glass of 
bubbly and dessert included (coffee can be purchased separately) 

2019-2020 FAWL BOARD 
President- Grace Reeves, Vice President- Lisa Moore, Secretary- Alex Nicodemi 

Board of Directors – Immediate Past President – Dana Laganella Gerling, Liz Moneymaker, 
Joy Leggett-Murphy, Whitney Glaser, Honorable Susan Maulucci 

 

$15.00 for FAWL Member            $25.00 for Non-Member  

if you are a member and bring a potential new FAWL member, their fee will be waived! 
Space is limited to 35 Members so RSVP now! 

 
We prefer all payments be made by credit card at the following link: 

 https://secure.affinipay.com/pages/manateefawl/payments    
If sending a check, please mail to Manatee FAWL, 6148 State Road 70 E., Bradenton, FL 34203 

RSVP to fawlmanatee@gmail.com by June 1st 
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CenterState Bank - Providing Unique Banking Services for Your Legal Practice
	 CenterState understands that having the right banking partner is a key component to your law firm’s success. We have knowledgeable professionals 
that specialize in the financial complexities that face you, your partners and your employees. With a full range of commercial banking products and a 
team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable. CenterState Bank, a 
Florida based community bank, was established with a joint vision and investment by a group of bankers and entrepreneurs over 25 years ago. Growing 
from three banks based in Polk, Osceola and Pasco counties, CenterState Bank is now one of Florida’s largest publicly traded banks and currently 
operates in 44 counties throughout Florida, Georgia and Alabama. CenterState provides services such as online banking, commercial lending, residential 
mortgages and investment services. With a history of quality service and community, our core values at CenterState focus on themes of sustainability, 
a long-term horizon and the career development of our team. At CenterState, we believe that local ownership and local management translate into a 
better bank. Our core value of Local Market Driven shows that our commitmHey there! ent to local communities is very important to us and to you, our 
customer. Each community is led by a local Community President that lives in the area and operates their community as if they were running their own 
business. Each president understands that to be a successful bank, they must also work to make the community they serve successful. That is why 
CenterState is a proud sponsor of the Manatee County Bar Association, located in Bradenton, Florida. We support the association’s efforts to maintain 
the highest standards in professional law and to promote a cooperative spirit among members of the Bar and their families.
	 CenterState’s Legal Edge is a unique group of banking services created especially for legal practices. 

Financing - Our bank has the financing ability to provide you with working capital to support timing differences in the cash col-
lection and distribution cycles, letters of credit to back lease obligations, and term financing for tenant improvements and capital 
expenditures. We’re sensitive to the flexibility that is needed when you require cash to finance things such as income leveling 
for partners, temporary operating expenses, and other unique opportunities such as moving to a new space or making much 
needed leasehold improvements. 

Treasury Management - Our cash management solutions can help speed collections, streamline payments and mitigate fraud 
risk. We offer IOLTA and escrow services, as well as sweep accounts to keep your cash working as hard as you do. Our com-
prehensive reporting, reconciliation and data integration solutions give you a full view of your liquidity picture, and our Online 
Cash Management tool provides secure online access to your accounts.

Investment Management – Our team of investment professionals understand the relationship between your firm’s performance 
and your personal financial success and are dedicated to serving you, your partners and the professional staff of your firm.

For Your Practice:	 For You and Your Employees:
• IOTA and Escrow Accounts	  
• Business Checking or Analysis 	
	 Business Checking Accounts
• First Order of 3 on-a-page business 
	 checks at no charge
• Online Cash Management Banking with a 
	 sophisticated Wire Transfer & Ach 
	 Module Available
• Positive Pay – Check Reconciliation 
	 System as a Fraud Deterrent
• Remote Deposit Capture
• Operating Lines of Credit*
• Term Loans for Purchases of 
	 Commercial Real Estate*
• 401K Advisory Services

Our banking professionals spend time with your firm to structure tailored banking solutions. We welcome the opportunity to show you the CenterState 
Banking difference today. To learn more information on how CenterState can assist your law firm’s banking needs, contact: 

	 JOHN A. LOCKE 
	 VP, Commercial Relationship Manager 
	 2811 Manatee Ave W 
	 Bradenton, FL 34205 
	 OFFICE 941-761-7084
	 MOBILE 360-461-4596 
	 NMLS# 1561565

• Personal Accounts for Yourself and
	 Your Employees
• Free Initial Order of Personal Checks
• Free Internet, Bill Pay and Mobile Banking
• Home Equity Lines of Credit at very competitive 
	 rates and terms*
• Investment and Wealth Services

*subject to credit approval 

RENEE BRADY
First Vice President
Private Banking Team Leader
1100 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 200
Sarasota, FL 34236
OFFICE 941-306-0162
MOBILE 941-807-4848
NMLS #618986

CenterState Bank N.A. is a Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender.
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Why Shop Anywhere Else?

4Our Largest Selection   4Our Best Deals
4Unbeatable Service

OVER 5000 VEHICLES  •  GETTEL.COM

GETTEL AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
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866-604-5570 | lawpay.com

Getting paid should be the easiest part of your 
job, and with LawPay, it is! However you run 

your firm, LawPay's flexible, easy-to-use system 
can work for you. Designed specifically for the 
legal industry, your earned/unearned fees are 
properly separated and your IOLTA is always 
protected against third-party debiting. Give 

your firm, and your clients, the benefit of easy 
online payments with LawPay.

THE #1 PAYMENT SOLUTION
FOR LAW FIRMS

Trusted by more than 35,000 firms and
verified ‘5-Star’ rating on

LAWPAY IS
FIVE STAR!
LawPay has been an essential partner in 
our firm’s growth over the past few years. 
I have reviewed several other merchant 
processors and no one comes close to the 
ease of use, quality customer receipts, 
outstanding customer service and 
competitive pricing like LawPay has.

— Law Office of Robert David Malove
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
https://www.Facebook.com/

ManateeCountyBarAssn/

5 Things You Didn’t Know About Me: 

1.	 My favorite food: mustard greens   
2.	 I don’t always dress formal for court  
3.	 I am tired of singing “Mustang Sally” at every band gig 
4.	 I am the oldest of 5 “D” brothers: Doug, David, Dale, Dana, and Duane 
5.	 I ran the “original” marathon route in Greece

Hon. K. Douglas Henderson

Message from Linda Harradine, 
CEO of Legal Aid of Manasota 

	 Did you know that Legal Aid of Manasota is the designated ad-
ministrative agency for pro bono services in Manatee and Sarasota 
Counties?
	 Last year we helped over 2,300 clients, primarily with the assis-
tance of local attorneys who donated over 5,o00 hours of pro bono 
service valued at over $1.1 million dollars!
	 Unfortunately, we still had to turn away hundreds of deserving 
clients and we need your help.  Legal Aid has many cases awaiting 
pro bono placement and the list only gets longer every day.  In the 
next few weeks you will receive a Legal Aid of Manasota pro bono 
registration form outlining the types of civil matters we need help 
with.  Please consider registering to handle one, or more, cases or 
donate to help support access to justice.
	 If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at LindaH@
legalaidofmanasota.org or our Pro Bono Coordinator, Pam Fields, 
at PamelaF@legalaidofmanasota.org
	 Thank you! 

Linda Harradine, Esq.
CEO

Applications Being Accepted 
 Manatee American Inn of Court

	 The Manatee American Inn of Court is now accepting applications 
for new members. Members of the Inn are attorneys who practice in 
Manatee County and judges of courts serving Manatee County.  To 
receive an application, please email Andrea Johnson, Membership 
Chair, at Andrea@amjlawfirm.com. 
	 Completed applications are due on May 30.

Us Magistrate Opening - 
North Florida

	 The United States District Court for the Northern District of 
Florida is currently accepting applications for a full-time United 
States magistrate judge position to be resident in the Tallahassee 
division of the court.  Additional details regarding the position and 
the application process are available on the court’s website at www.
flnd.uscourts.gov or by using the link below.  Applications must be 
received no later than August 1, 2019. 

http://www.flnd.uscourts.gov/news/appointment-full-time-unit-
ed-states-magistrate-judge-tallahassee-division 

Join us for

Law Day
Wednesday, May 29

Noon    Pier 22

See flyer for more details.
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LAW DAY CELEBRATES MANATEE COUNTY LAWMAKERS
By Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr., and Graceann Frederico, MCBA Executive Director

        Over our 
110 plus years 
o f  h i s to ry, 
the Manatee 
County Bar 
Association 
has had sev-
eral members 
serve in the 
Florida legis-

lature, who were born and raised in 
Manatee County.  Dewey Dye (Senate -1939 - 1942), William G. 
Grimes (House of Representatives – 1955 – 1958), Robert Knowles 
(House of Representatives – 1959 - 1966), Jerome Pratt (House of 
Representatives – 1967 - 1970), and John Harllee (House of Repre-
sentatives - 1971 – 1974).  For the first time in our history, we can 
now claim the honor of having a member represent us in the United 
States Congress and at the same time, have a member represent us 
in the Florida House of Representatives.  

	 W. Gregory Steube was born and raised 
in Bradenton, graduated from Southeast 
High School and then graduated from 
University of Florida with his Bachelor 
of Science degree and Juris Doctorate 
degree.  He enlisted in the U. S. Army and 
participated in the infantry and was a JAG 
officer in Iraq and the Middle East. After 
receiving an Honorable Discharge, Greg 
returned to Bradenton and began practicing 
law in private practice before he started his 
own firm.  In 2010, he continued his service 
to the public when he was elected to the 
Florida House of Representative before 

being elected to the Florida Senate in 2016 and then in 2018 to the 
United States House of Representatives.  
	 William C. Robinson Jr. was born and 
raised in Bradenton, graduated from Man-
atee High School and then graduated with 
his Bachelor of Arts degree from Notre 
Dame University and with his Juris Doc-
torate degree from Stetson University.  He 
began his legal career with the law firm of 
Grimes, Goebel, Grimes, Hawkins, Glad-
felter & Galvano before becoming a partner 
with the Blalock Walters law firm. Will 
took the opportunity to serve the public 
when he was elected to the Florida House 
of Representatives in 2018.  
	 MCBA’s Law Day luncheon will be ex-
citing as we hear from these two distinguished legislators on their 
“rookie” year in their elected positions.   Seating is limited, so please 
send in your RSVP early to Graceann at MCBA@ManateeBar.com.   
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BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, HOONHOUT, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the areas of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 

• Estate planning; 
• Probate and trust administration; 
• Probate, trust and guardianship litigation 
• Homestead issues 
• Elder Law 
 

• Elective share 
• Rights of surviving spouse 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
• Guardianship. 
 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current member and past chair of the Florida Probate 

Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council, 

Homestead Committee Co-Chair, Bar Journal Co-Chair  
• Past Director and President of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Executive Board Member, Thomas E. Penick, Jr. Elder 

Law Inn of Court 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship, elder law, and veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-

8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-

3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-

5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-

6763 

SARASOTA-FRUITVILLE 
Foundation Park 

2639 Fruitville Rd., #102 
Sarasota, FL 34237 

Telephone (941) 827-2222 
Facsimile (941) 952-3005 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 
Telephone (941) 727-

8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-

8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 776-
4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 

“The tree of liberty 
must be refreshed 
from time to time 
with the blood of 
patriots and ty-
rants.” 

- Thomas Jefferson
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All of the awards above that our firm has attained are non-tested. Board certification is 
significantly more difficult to achieve than any of the above. Per Supreme Court Justice 
Harry, Anstead, “Certification should be the capstone for a lawyer’s professional goals.”

Steve Heintz and David Becker are in the less than 1% of Florida lawyers that are board 
certified by the Florida Bar. Less than ½ of 1% are board certified by the National 

Board. Steve is certified by the National Board of Trial Advocacy.

Se habla Espanol

  

941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

Personal Injury Referrals

We welcome personal injury case referrals.

Please look into the qualifications, credentials and experience of any firm before you make a referral.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
2019 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD

APPLICANTS FOR SPECIAL MAGISTRATE
	 Opportunities now exist for appraisers and attorneys, who are licensed in the State of Florida and meet the following criteria to serve as 
Special Magistrate(S) to the 2019 Value Adjustment Board, pursuant to Florida Statute 194.035 and Chapter 12D, Florida Administrative 
Coe, for the purpose of taking testimony and making recommendations with regard to:

1.   The Special Magistrate must meet the following qualifications
	 	a. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official of the county.
	 	b. A Special Magistrate must not be an elected or appointed official or employee of a taxing jurisdiction or of the State.
	 	c. During a tax year in which a Special Magistrate serves, her or she must not represent any part before the board in 
	 	   any administrative review of property taxes.
	 	d. All Special Magistrates must meet the qualifications specified in Section 194.035, F.S.
2.   A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues of exemption, classifications, and portability assessment difference transfers shall 

be a member of the Florida Bar, with no less than five years’ experience in the area of ad valorem taxation and having received 
training provided by the department, or with no less than three years of such experience and having completed training provided 
by the department.

3.   A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation of real estate shall be a state certified real estate appraiser 
with not less than five years’ experience in real property valuation and having received training provided by the department, or 
with no less than three years of such experience and having completed training provided by the department.  A real property 
valuation Special Magistrate must be certified under Chapter 475, Part II F.S.

	 a. A Florida certified residential appraiser appointed by the Value Adjustment Board shall only hear petitions on the just valuation 
of residential real property of one to four residential units and shall not hear petitions on other types of real property.

	 b. A Florida certified general appraiser appointed by the Value Adjustment Board may hear petitions on the just valuation of any 
type of real property.

4.	 A Special Magistrate appointed to hear issues regarding valuation of tangible personal property shall be a designated member 
of a nationally recognized appraiser’s organization with no less than five years’ experience in tangible personal property valu-
ation and having received training provided by the department, or with no less than three years of such experience and having 
completed training provided by the department. 

5.	 All Special Magistrates shall attend or receive an annual training program provided by the department.  Special Magistrates 
substituting two years of experience must show they have completed the training by taking a written examination provided by 
the department.  A Special Magistrate must receive or complete any required training prior to holding hearings.

6.	
	 a. The Value Adjustment Board or Board legal counsel must verify a Special Magistrate’s qualifications before appointing the 

Special Magistrate.
	 b. The selection of a Special Magistrate must be based solely on the experience and qualification of such magistrate, and must 

not be influenced by any party, or prospective party, to a board proceeding or by an such party with an in interest in the outcome 
of such proceeding.  Special Magistrates must adhere to Rule 12D-9.022 F.AC., relating to disqualification or recusal.

	 Please note that hearing will take place October, November and December of 2019.  Availability for these dates is necessary for con-
sideration of appointment.
	 Qualified individuals wishing to apply should submit a resume on or before Friday, May 25, 2019, at 4:30 p.m., to:

Angelina “Angel” Colonneso
Value Adjust Board
Attn:  Vicki Tessmer
P.O. Box 25400

Bradenton, FL 34205
(941)741-4058

Or
VAB@manateeclerk.com
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Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    

Manatee County Bar Association
Professionalism • Fellowship • Service

OFFICERS
President	 Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison Kirkland, Petruff, 
	 	 	 Pratt & St. Paul, PLLC
President-Elect	 Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
Secretary	 Elizabeth Moneymaker, Esq.	 Ferrari, Butler & Moneymaker PLLC
Treasurer	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye, Harrison, Kirkland, Petruff, Pratt & 
	 	 	 St. Paul, PLLC

		  Executive Director:	 Layout & Design: 
		  Graceann Frederico	 Teledrex, Inc.
	 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com	 (941) 723-5003
              

Mailing address: P.O. Box 796,
Bradenton, FL 34206

Phone: (941) 741-4091
Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser University Sarasota
Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker, Paul & Dorman
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher & Hagopian, PL
James M. “Jay” Horne, Jr., Esq.	 Kallins, Little & Delgado
Marisa J. Powers, Esq.	 Blalock Walters, PA
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law
Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq.	  	 Harllee & Bald, PA 

Immediate Past-President:  	
Paul F. Grondahl, Esq.   	 	 Paul F. Grondahl, PA 

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at (941) 741-4091 or at 

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks may be made payable to MCBA, P.O. 

Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card	 $40.00
1/4 page	 	 $60.00
1/2 page	 	 $90.00
Full page	 	 $150.00
Ad Layout	 	 $25.00

DIRECTORS


