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 As an attorney who practices almost exclu-
sively in marital and family law, I am often 
approached in informal settings by laypersons 
and non-family lawyers who voice recurring 
family law questions. I hear many of these same 
questions over and over again:
 Q: My husband bought me a BMW for our 
tenth anniversary. If we get divorced, don’t I get 
to keep the car because it was a gift?  

	 A:	No.	Florida	Statutes	Section	61.075(6)(a)	 defines	 “marital	
assets”	to	include	“interspousal	gifts	during	the	marriage”.		Thus,	
while the court may allow the wife to retain her vehicle, the BMW 
will	be	“divided”	as	a	marital	asset,	i.e.,	the	husband	will	receive	
an asset of equal value. 
 Q:  So all gifts are marital assets?  That means my husband gets 
my engagement and wedding rings back? 
 A: No. It is a great blessing to family lawyers that these emotion-
ally-charged and valuable items are usually a non-issue in divorce 
cases (assuming the rings were purchased prior to the marriage). 
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Florida	Statutes	Section	61.075(6)(b)	defines	non-marital	assets	as	
those	items	“acquired	by	either	party	prior	to	the	marriage”.		This	
would typically include engagement and wedding rings, which if 
unconditionally gifted become the property of the donee. See, e.g., 
Randall v. Randall, 56 So.3d 817 (2nd DCA 2011).   Keep in mind 
that the rule regarding interspousal gifts during the marriage may 
apply in the rare case that an engagement or wedding ring is pur-
chased after the marriage, or in cases where such rings are upgraded 
after the marriage.
 Q:  I owned a house for twenty years before I married my husband.  
When we refinanced the house last year, I put his name on the title, 
just so that it would feel like his house too. The house is still mine, 
right?   
 A: Probably not.  Florida Statutes Section 61.075(6)(a)(2) pro-
vides	that	“all	real	property	held	by	the	parties	as	tenants	by	the	
entireties, whether acquired prior to or during the marriage, shall 
be	presumed	to	be	a	marital	asset”.		The	retitling	of	the	property	is	
presumed to constitute a gift of a one-half interest in the property 

Divorce Q&A for the Non-Divorce-Practitioner
By Paul F. Grondahl, Esq., MCBA Past President
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President’s Message
by Alexandra St. Paul, Esq.

	 We	are	living	in	difficult	times.	Hardly	a	week	
goes by when we do not hear about some terrible 
act of violence in our country or abroad.   When 
I	was	younger,	it	used	to	feel	like	it	happened	
abroad	but	not	here,	not	in	our	country.	These	
days,	 it	 seems	 like	 it	 is	 as	 prevalent	 here	 as	
elsewhere.	As	a	child,	I	knew	little	or	nothing	

of	violence.	The	children	of	today	are	not	so	lucky.	When	violence	
invades our public and private buildings, schools and places of wor-
ship, we are devastated. We believe that places that represent peace 
and	security,	happiness	and	love	should	be	safe.		Our	hearts	break	
every	time	we	learn	that	someone	was	killed,	and	it	is	especially	
heinous	when	it	is	without	cause	or	because	of	their	background,	
race, religion, ethnicity, beliefs or sexual orientation.  
 We will not let ourselves become jaded because of this violence. 
We	must	remember	those	who	have	lost	their	lives.		Their	memories	
should inspire us to reject hate, discrimination and intolerance.  We 
will not tolerate violence.   
	 The	Manatee	County	Bar	Association	believes	in	justice	for	every-
one,	regardless	of	their	backgrounds	or	beliefs.		EVERYONE.		We	
owe it to ourselves, our children, our community and our country 
to combat violence, hatred and discrimination.  We can contribute 
by	standing	firm	to	make	this	world	a	better	place	and	we	must	do	
so.

SPOTTED:   
 Enjoying a beautiful autumn day, al fresco! 

Kim Bald, Aaron Crittenden, and Adam Mohammadbhoy.

The Manatee County Bar Association supports 
diversity and inclusion in our membership and wel-
comes lawyers of all backgrounds, ethnicities, races, 
religions, cultures, sexual orientations and abilities.  
As part of this initiative, the Manatee County Bar 
Association has created the Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee (DAIC) and fully supports its mission to 
increase the diversity of our membership and the 
local legal community.
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On Friday, October 19, 2018, Court Administration  for the 12th Judicial Circuit held its 
Employee Recognition Ceremony at the Judge Lynn N. Silvertooth Judicial Center. 
 Donna McCammond was recognized for her 35 years of service by helping the circuit 
maintain its duty of attaining justice and ensuring all citizens have equal access to the 
courts.  
 Donna has served as a judicial assistant for Judge George Brown and Judge Durand 
Adams and continues to serve for Judge Gilbert A. Smith Jr.  

Congratulations on 35 Years of Dedicated Service!
Donna McHammond

Judicial Assistant to Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr.  

Congratulations to 
Judge Thomas Gallen, Jr.

Proud sponsors of the MCBA! 

	 On	October	25th,	Judge	Thomas	Gallen,	Jr	was	awarded	
the Senator Edgar Price Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the	Manatee	County	Rural	Health	Services	Foundation	for	
his contributions to the health and welfare of residents of 
Manatee County. 

Congratulations NSDAR 
Medal of Honor Recipient, 

Judge Lee Haworth! 

	 Recently,	 Judge	Lee	Haworth	 received	 the	Sara	DeSoto	Chapter’s	
Daughters	of	the	American	Revolution	2018	NSDAR	Medal	of	Honor.		
The	Medal	of	Honor	is	NSDAR’s	highest	award	for	citizens	who	have	
shown leadership, trustworthiness, patriotism, and service.
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 On October 17, 2018, the Manatee County 
YLD	hosted	the	Florida	Bar	YLD’s	Technology	
Roadshow	CLE.		The	Manatee	County	Bar	As-
sociation made their presence felt with the 2nd 
highest turnout for this CLE within the state so 
far.		However,	the	CLE	was	a	must	for	everyone.		
Whether	you	are	a	proud	tech-wonk	or	a	head	
nodder (someone that nods their head pretend-

ing to understand anytime technology is explained), everyone that 
attended learned valuable insights from the seminar. 
 One of the more eye-opening topics discussed, regarded securing 
electronic	files.		For	example,	you	may	be	at	risk	if	your	law	practice	
utilizes	mobile	devices,	like	cell	phones,	and	you	are	of	the	mindset	
that there is limited exposure because of your limited use.  In other 
words,	even	if	you	simply	use	your	device	to	check	emails,	you	may	
inadvertently open yourself up for a breach.  We tend to forget these 
devices	could	be	another	exposure	for	our	law	firms	if	they	are	not	
properly	protected.		Specifically,	you	may	be	an	easy	target	for	a	
virtual	“stick-up”	for	all	your	stored	data	in	exchange	for	money.		
In	case	you	were	not	aware,	law	firms	are	aggressively	targeted	these	
days	with	ransomware.		Apparently,	the	bad	guys	have	figured	out	
that	law	firms	are	often	vulnerable,	especially	if	they	store	electronic	
data	without	proper	protection	to	their	access	points	or	if	they	lack	
adequate	backups.		
 Ransom malware or ransomware is a type of malicious software 
that	 prevents	 users	 from	 accessing	 their	 systems	 and	files.	The	
perpetrators	then	demand	a	ransom	payment	to	restore	the	user’s	
access.		These	cyber-thieves	are	the	new	“Jesse	James”,	and	like	
most criminals, they want a lot of money for something that requires 
little	effort.		Would-be	hackers	can	easily	purchase	large	amounts	
of email addresses illegally.  Once the thieves obtain the email ad-
dresses, they cast their phishing lines out into the deep blue email 
sea	–	hoping	to	catch	their	shark.		
	 How	could	this	happen	to	me?		Many	of	the	ransomware	culprits	
use social engineering to lure you into their trap. Often, the emails 
with	infected	attachments	and	malicious	website	links	will	appear	
to have originated from a trusted source, such as a friend, family 
member, business or even law enforcement.
	 Another	popular	method	includes	malicious	advertising,	known	
as	malvertising.	The	 culprits	will	 run	 advertisements,	 even	 on	
legitimate websites, to lure in unsuspecting users. Sometimes this 
hijacking	requires	no	effort	or	link	clicking	from	the	end	user.	Then	
after	you	are	redirected	to	the	criminal’s	server,	they	gather	as	much	
information as possible about you and your PC, tablet or phone. 
This	helps	them	determine	the	best	method	of	attack	against	you.	
Regardless of the method used, once infected, your computer will 

Are Your Electronic Files Truly Protected?
By Dustin Wagner, Esq., YLD Director

start misbehaving because you have downloaded a sophisticated 
virus that will prevent you from accessing your device or any of 
your	files	unless	you	are	willing	to	cough	up	money.
	 Sound	far-fetched?	According	to	Cisco,	49%	of	businesses	report-
ed	at	least	one	cyber-attack	in	2016,	of	which	39%	were	ransomware	
attacks.	The	US	alone	recorded	a	300%	rise	in	ransomware	attacks	
between 2015 to 2016.  Furthermore, no one is immune.  From small 
to	 large	 law	firms;	 from	government	organizations	 to	healthcare	
systems – everyone needs to be on their A-game.  According to 
Cybersecurity	Ventures,	ransomware	damages	reached	$5	billion	
in 2017.  
	 Anyway,	 there	was	 a	 lot	more	 to	 the	Technology	Roadshow	
than ransomware and there is a lot more to ransomware than what 
you	just	read.		Hopefully,	if	you	have	not	done	so,	you	will	make	
sure	you	have	taken	the	necessary	steps	to	protect	your	yourself	in	
the	digital	era.		You	could	also	contact	the	Technology	Roadshow	
CLE	hosts	@	LawTechPartners.com	for	a	request	of	the	materials	
covered.		Good	luck.

TECHNOLOGY ROADSHOW 
ROLLED INTO TOWN

	 During	mid-October,	the	MCBA	Young	Lawyers	Division	host-
ed	The	Florida	Bar’s	Young	Lawyers	Division	TECHNOLOGY	
ROADSHOW	at	the	Historic	Hampton	Inn,	in	downtown	Braden-
ton.  Attendees received their full CLE credits for technology while 
enjoying	a	catered	lunch	by	Pier	22.		Thank	you	to	Event	Chair,	
Melissa	Casanueva	and	The	Florida	Bar	YLD	for	making	this	event	
possible.  

FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
https://www.Facebook.com/

ManateeCountyBarAssn/

WILL SEARCH - 
Heinsohn

Name: James (Jim) L Heinsohn
Born: May 7, 1953, St Paul Minnesota

Died: November 1, 2018, Ellenton Florida
Current residence: 

4403 7th Street E #5, Ellenton, FL 34222
Past Residence: 

4015 14th Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205
Marriages: 

Kimberly (Travis) Heinsohn, Deborah Heinsohn
Owned a business: 

Bristol Bay Automotive 
Children: 

Anthony Heinsohn, James Heinsohn, 
Nathan Heinsohn, Danielle Travis

Please contact with any information:
Danielle Travis
941-799-9069
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 Art Creations in the Courthouse

	 On	October	 30th,	 the	Young	 Lawyers	
Division	 of	 the	MCBA	 sponsored	ART	
CREATIONS	 IN	THE	COURTHOUSE.		
Approximately 70 guests including student 
artists, their families, teachers, principals, 
attorneys and judges enjoyed lite bites and 
beverages while viewing the newly dis-
played	student	artwork.		Students	were	eager	
to share their inspiration with attendees and 
were excited to receive awards on behalf 
of	 the	MCBA	Young	Lawyers	Division,	
and	event	Chairperson,	Grace	Reeves.		The	
MCBA	encourages	you	to	view	the	artwork	
on	the	5th	floor	of	the	MCJC.
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Tampa Bay

 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com

Current Events in the 
Title World

On	November	8th,	the	Real	Property	Section	met	for	it’s	first	CLE,	
Current	Events	in	the	Title	World,	sponsored	by	Old	Republic	Title.		
Special	thanks	to	Chairman,	Joe	Battaglia,	for	planning	the	event.		

News and Updates From the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Angel Colonneso:
	 Angelina	“Angel”	Colonneso,	the	Manatee	County	Clerk	of	Court,	
is preparing to launch an upgraded version of her website at www.
manateeclerk.com.		The	new	site	will	be	mobile	friendly	and	has	
an	updated	look.	If	any	MCBA	members	would	like	to	preview	the	
new	website,	they	can	contact	Dr.	Carole	Pettijohn,	Director	of	IT	
Services, to sign up for one of the demonstrations that are being 
scheduled.  Dr. Pettijohn can be reached at: carole.pettijohn@man-
ateeclerk.com	or	(941)	742-5851.
	 The	Manatee	County	Clerk	 of	Court’s	 old	Court	Case	 search	
website,	www.manateeclerk.org,	will	be	taken	offline	permanently	
on	12/1/2018.		Email	notifications	were	sent	to	all	subscribers	in	
May, 2018, with instructions for signing up on the new search 
site:		www.records.manateeclerk.com.		After	December	1st,	access	
that	Attorneys,	Parties,	and	Registered	Users	have	to	certain	case	
types,	including	Probate	cases,	may	change.		These	changes	are	in	
accordance	with	the	Florida	Supreme	Court’s	Standards	for	Access	
to Electronic Court Records and the Access Security Matrix which 
govern electronic access to court records.  Any questions regarding 
access	to	electronic	court	records	can	be	directed	to	the	Clerk’s	Gen-
eral Counsel, Matt Whyte.  Matt can be reached at:  matt.whyte@
manateeclerk.com	or	(941)	741-4005.
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October 31, General Membership Luncheon
 Members are still raving about the October General Membership 
Luncheon	and	our	speaker,	David	Lawrence.		Mr.	Lawrence	gave	
an	inspirational	talk	regarding	lessons	he	has	gleaned	throughout	
his life, wellness, and leadership.  If you missed this electrifying 
event,	you	may	view	it	on	METV’s	Youtube	sight.			Special	thanks	
to	the	following	firms	who	helped	make	the	event	possible:

Dye,	Harrison,	Kirkland,	Petruff,	Pratt	&	St.	Paul,	PLLC
Lutz	Bobo	Telfair,	PA

Barnes	Walker
Harllee	&	Bald,	PA
Andrea Johnson, PA

Green,	Hamrick,	Quinlan	&	Schermer,	PA

Speaker, David Lawrence

Chris De Carlo, Dustin Wagner, and James Lynch   

David Deitrich, MCBA President Elect Charles Telfair, 
MCBA President Alexandra St. Paul, David Lawrence, 

Senator Jim Galvano, and Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr.

Chuck Pratt, Retired Judge Doug Wallace, 
MCBA President Alexandra St. Paul, Tom Harrison and David Deitrich  

Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr., Bob Blalock, Jeff Goethe 
and Jack Manson  

NO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER.



Page 8 Inter Alia - november/December 2018

(Divorce Q&A continued from Pg.1)
from	the	one	spouse	to	the	other.	The	gift	presumption	can	be	over-
come in rare cases, but requires clear and convincing evidence that 
a gift was not intended.
 Q:  Now that I looked into it, I actually didn’t put my husband’s 
name on the title!  Whoopee!…the house is all mine!!!  
 A:  Not so fast.  Especially if there existed a mortgage loan on the 
property at the time of the marriage, a fairly sophisticated analysis 
goes	into	determining	the	parties’	non-marital	and	marital	interests	
for purposes of equitable distribution of this asset (beyond the scope 
of this article).
 Q:  I make a lot of money and my husband doesn’t work.  If I hire 
a private detective to prove he’s having an affair, I won’t have to 
pay alimony, right?  
 A:  Save your money on the private investigator.  Although the 
alimony statute, Florida Statutes Section 61.08(1), still provides 
that	“the	court	may	consider	the	adultery	of	either	spouse	and	the	
circumstances thereof in determining the amount of alimony, if 
any, to be awarded”, this part of the statute has been largely eroded 
by	case	 law.	 	 In	Noah	v.	Noah,	491	So.2d	1124	(Fla.	1986),	 the	
Supreme	Court	found	it	difficult	to	reconcile	that	Florida	is	a	“no-
fault”	divorce	state	with	the	“vestige	of	fault”	that	remains	in	61.08.		
And the many  decisions that have followed over the years include 
holdings	that	“it	is	improper	to	refuse	to	award	alimony	or	reduce	
the amount of alimony merely because of the existence of evidence 
of	the	requesting	spouse’s	adultery”	(Phillips	v.	Phillips,	504	So.2d	
412	(Fla.	4th	DCA	1987)),	and	that	“absent	a	showing	of	a	related	
depletion	of	marital	assets,	a	party’s	adulterous	misconduct	is	not	a	
valid reason to award a greater share of those marital assets to the 
innocent spouse or to deny the adulterous spouse alimony”. Childers 
v.	Childers,	640	So.2d	108	(4th	DCA	1994).	 	 In	my	experience,	
absent	relevance	to	a	particular	custody	issue	and	absent	an	“adul-
terous depletion of marital assets”, most judges are not inclined to 
hear any testimony regarding adultery.
 Q:  Is Manatee County a 50/50 custody county?  
	 A:		It	sounds	like	such	an	awkward	question,	doesn’t	it?		But	I’ve	
heard it phrased exactly that way many times. I interpret the question 
to	mean,	“Is	it	the	law	in	Florida		that	Manatee	County	judges	must	
follow a presumption in favor of an equal custody (by statute called 
“timesharing”)	schedule?”		Florida	Statutes	Section	61.13(2)(c)(1)	
states	that	“there	is	no	presumption	for	or	against	any	specific	time-
sharing	schedule”.	However,	while	there	is	no	such	presumption,	“it	
is the public policy of this state that each minor child has frequent 
and continuing contact with both parents…and to encourage par-
ents to share the rights, responsibilities, and joys of childrearing”. 
Id.		While	I	would	not	venture	a	guess	on	the	statistics,	suffice	it	
to	say	that	equal	overnight,	or	“50/50”,	timesharing	schedules	are	
very	common	these	days.	That	said,	the	Section	61.13	timesharing	
factors to be considered by judges sometimes do not sway the court 
toward	awarding	equal	timesharing.	Factoring	into	a	judge’s	deci-
sion	could	be	something	so	extreme	as	one	parent	having	a	difficult	
drug or alcohol problem, to something more innocuous, such as one 
parent	having	an	erratic	work	schedule	whereby	regular	overnight	
timesharing	 is	 simply	 impractical.	Ultimately,	 the	 judges	 in	 this	
and every other county in Florida are challenged with weighing the 
twenty factors in Section 61.13 to devise a timesharing schedule 
that	strives	for	the	ideal	of	“frequent	and	continuing	contact”	while	
focusing	on	the	child(ren)’s	overall	best	interests.		The	notion	that	
there	exists	any	“50/50	county”	or	“50/50	judge”	in	Florida	ignores	

the gravity and unique complexities of custody decisions. 
 Q:  My husband has been acting very unusual lately. He’s been 
drinking more than usual, and frequently yells at me the kids.  He’s 
moved out, but anymore I just don’t know what he might be capable 
of.  Can’t I get a restraining order against him?  
 A:  Based on these limited facts, probably not.  A restraining or-
der	(better	known	to	criminal	and	family	lawyers	as	an	“injunction	
for protection against domestic violence”) is a civil remedy which 
judges	do	not	take	lightly,	as	it	significantly	limits	many	freedoms	
and liberties of the non-movant, can create employment problems 
for	them,	etc.		The	party	seeking	an	injunction	must	demonstrate	
to the court that he or she is either the victim of domestic violence 
(as	defined	by	Section	741.28,	Florida	Statutes)	or	has	reasonable	
cause to believe he or she is in imminent danger of becoming a 
victim	of	domestic	violence.	See	Florida	Statutes	Section	741.30(6)
(a).	“Where	fear	alone	is	the	‘reasonable	cause’	alleged	to	support	
injunction for protection against domestic violence, then not only 
must the danger feared be imminent, but the rationale for the fear 
must	be	objectively	reasonable	as	well”.	Zapiola	v.	Kordecki,	210	
So.3d	249	(Fla.	2nd	DCA	2017).		In	other	words,	speculation	re-
garding	what	someone	demonstrating	erratic	behavior	“might	do	
next” will rarely cut it.
 Paul F. Grondahl, Esq. is Immediate Past President of the Man-
atee County Bar Association, has served as Chair of the Manatee 
County Family Law Section, and is Board Certified by the Florida 
Bar in Marital and Family Law.
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In Memorium:Rory J. Zinna.
 It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of Rory J. Zinna, who passed on No-
vember	4,	2018	(after	a	prolonged	battle	with	
cancer).		He	was	37	years	old.
	 Rory	was	born	in	Long	Island,	NY.		He	moved	
to	Manatee	County	at	the	age	of	4,	where	he	has	
resided	ever	since.		Rory	attended	Manatee	High	
School where he was a member of the wrestling 
team.		Upon	graduating	from	Manatee	High	in	
2000,	Rory	attended	the	University	of	Florida	
where	he	received	his	Bachelor’s	of	Science	in	
Business.  Following completion of his under-
graduate studies, Rory attended Florida State 
University	where	 he	 obtained	 his	
Juris Doctorate in 2008.
 Following graduation and pass-
ing the bar exam, Rory returned to 
Manatee County where he began his 
legal career as an Assistant State At-
torney	for	the	Honorable	Earl	Mo-
reland in the 12th Judicial Circuit.  
Rory	rose	through	the	ranks	at	the	
State	Attorney’s	Office,	where	 he	
was	assigned	to	the	Violent	Crimes	

Unit,	tasked	to	prosecute	violent	felonies	until	
leaving	the	office	in	May	of	2017.		Upon	leaving	
the	State,	Rory	joined	the	firm	of	Dickinson	&	
Gibbons, P.A. where he continued to practice 
law until his passing.
	 While	working	at	the	State	Attorney’s	Office,	
Rory met the love of his life and eventual wife, 
Kristy	Guy.	 	They	married	 on	December	 28,	
2013.  In January of 2015 Rory and Kristy wel-
comed	their	daughter,	Brooklyn	into	the	world.		
Rory is survived by his wife, Kristy, his daugh-
ter,	Brooklyn,	his	step-daughter,	Mackenzie,	his	
mother, Patty Zinna, his brother, Bryan Zinna, 

and his sister, Amy Bower.
 Aside from his passion for the 
law, Rory was an avid Florida Ga-
tor and Chelsea, F.C. fan.  Rory was 
a loving family man, who enjoyed 
spending	 his	weekends	with	 his	
daughters	and	wife.	 	He	also	was	
an	 avid	movie	 fan;	 and	 enjoyed	
watching football with his friends.
 Rory will be deeply missed by 
his family, friends, and colleagues.

C e n t e r S t a t e B a n k . c o m

For More Information Contact:

Brian Hall
941.306.0107

BHall@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1130484

John Locke
941.761.7084

JALocke@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#1561565

David Boehm
941.724.3522

DWBoehm@CenterStateBank.com
NMLS#995490

As a legal professional, we know your time is valuable. CenterState Bank is one of the largest Florida based community banks
that specialize in building relationships with business owners and professionals. With a full range of commercial banking products
and a team of experienced local bankers, we deliver a high level of service to ensure that your banking is easy, flexible and enjoyable.

“Legal Edge” Banking Service

CS_LegalEdgeBWAd.qxp_Layout 1  10/30/18  4:16 PM  Page 1
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Grand
   Re~Opening
of their signature Donald Ross
18-hole golf course on October 26, 2018.

PRIVATE AND MEMBER-OWNED SINCE 1924

4646 9th Avenue West, Bradenton
941-792-1600

• Located just seven minutes from the local beaches and islands in northwest Bradenton
• 7 Har-tru tennis courts and pro shop
• Driving Range
• Fitness Facility
• A resort-style pool with private cabanas, playground, and super slide
• 6 Pickleball courts
• 5-Star Dining in our two full-service restaurants & great Social events
Even given our world-class amenities, the number one reason people join Bradenton 
Country Club is the wonderful community of people that make up our Club.

BCC is accepting a limited number of new members, so be sure to visit our website for 
more information: www.bradentoncc.org or just stop in and take a look for yourself at all 
the beauty and the value you will experience at Bradenton Country Club.

After a 2.5-million-dollar renovation

BRADENTON COUNTRY CLUB
is proud to announce the

AMI SUN COLOR AD 6x13  150779  10-24-18  shawn rf
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Scott Brownell
941.447.3701

scott@brownellmediation.com

W W W . B RO W N E L L M E D I A T I O N . C O M

• PERSONAL INJURY MATTERS

• REAL ESTATE LITIGATION

• MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

• BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

• LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

• PRODUCT LIABLILITY

• • LOCAL GOVERNMENT DISPUTES

• PROFESSIONAL FEE DISPUTES

CIVIL MEDIATOR

5 Things You Didn’t Know About Me: 

1.			I	was	born	in	Manatee	Memorial	Hospital.
2.			My	father	died	of	a	heart	attack	when	I	was	two,	leaving	my	mother	with	five	children	and	pregnant	
with my younger brother.   
3.	After	college,	I	taught	high	school	English	for	three	years	in	the	Bronx	and	locally	at	Harllee	Middle	
School. 
4.	I	worked	as	a	waiter	through	law	school	at	the	Pewter	Mug,	at	the	time	one	of	the	only	restaurants	in	
Bradenton.
5. My wife, Ann Marie, is an artist who owns a gift shop/studio on Anna Maria Island. Our son, Steve, is 
in law school.

Judge Ed Nicholas

1.  I love to collect Rocks.
2.  I love to camp and hike.
3.  I was born and raised in West Virginia.
4.  I write poetry, when the mood hits me!
5.  I love to walk in the rain.  

Rebecca Proctor, MCBA Director 
and Guardianship & Probate Section Chair
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We Can Help If ...
Your client has received 
a defective medical 
device that has caused 
injury or death.

REFERRALS & ASSOCIATIONS 
ARE WELCOME

941-951-1800  |  www.lbtlaw.com

SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA
BRADENTON | TALLAHASSEE

“Over 300 years of combined legal experience”

se habla Español

DEFECTIVE
MEDICAL DEVICES
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Mock Trial/Leadership Manatee 
	 All	Rise!		On	October	17th,	2018,	a	mock	trial	was	held	in	the	
Historic	Courtroom	 for	 the	 2018	Manatee	Chamber	Leadership	
Class with Judge Gilbert Smith, Jr. presiding.  Several MCBA 
members participated including Sean Flynn and James Lynch along 
with other area professionals.

SEARCH FOR MISSING WILL
SHEILA ANN HAWTHORNE

DOB 11/12/1950

Please contact Law Office of Audrey Bear
941-955-8880

Audrey@AudreyBearLaw.com
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Highlights from Vintage Attorneys Night!
	 Recently,	the	“Vintage	Attorneys”	met	at	O’Bricks	for	a	night	of	fun,	food,	and	fond	memories.		Guests	were	treated	to	a	night	full	
of	delicious	hors	d’oeuvres	and	beverages,	and	a	special	video	presentation	created	by	James	Lynch,	Esq.	as	well	as	party	tunes	spun	
by	“DJ	Lynch”	and	“DJ	AC”	aka	Aaron	Crittenden.		Special	thanks	to	the	sponsors	of	this	year’s	first	inaugural	party:		Blalock	Walters,	
Dye,	Harrison,	Kirkland,	Petruff,		Pratt	&	St.	Paul,	Greene,	Hamrick,	Quinlan	&	Schermer,	Harllee	&	Bald,	Lutz,	Bobo	&	Telfair	and	
Porges,	Hamlin,	Knowles	&	Hawk.		
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Highlights from Vintage Attorneys Night!
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941.748.2916  ·  HEINTZLAW.COM

We have over 90 years LAWYER experience in our firm.

We are proud that over 130 lawyers have had confidence in us 
and trusted us with their personal injury referrals. 

Since 2008, we have paid referring attorneys over $1,600,000. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER:
 December 7, 2018 Holiday Party

 December 13, 2018 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting       

 January 17, 2019 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting       

 January 30, 2019 General Membership Luncheon                     

 February 14, 2019 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting       

 February 27, 2019 General Membership Luncheon                     

 March 5, 2019 Past Presidents Luncheon

 March 14, 2019 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting                                        

 March 15, 2019 MCBA Scavenger Hunt

 March 27, 2019 General Membership Luncheon                     

 April, 2019 Beach Party/Social                              

 April 11, 2019 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting      

 May 9, 2019 Diversity & Inclusion Committee Meeting      

 May 29, 2019 General Membership Luncheon - LAW DAY                                       

 June 26, 2019 General Membership Luncheon – 

   Annual Meeting  

 *dates are subject to change 

IF IT INVOLVES FOOD

	  

BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, HOONHOUT, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC 
The firm’s attorneys practicing in the areas of Wills, Trusts and Estates are currently 

accepting referrals and new clients in the following areas: 

• Estate planning; 
• Probate and trust administration; 
• Probate, trust and guardianship litigation 
• Homestead issues 
• Elder Law 
 

• Elective share 
• Rights of surviving spouse 
• Public benefits and Medicaid planning 
• Veteran’s benefits 
• Guardianship. 
 

 

Jeffrey S. Goethe, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990 
• Florida Bar Board-Certified in Wills, Trusts & Estates 
• Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 
• AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
• Current member and past chair of the Florida Probate 

Rules Committee 
• The Florida Bar’s RPPTL Section Executive Council, 

Homestead Committee Co-Chair, Bar Journal Co-Chair  
• Past Director and President of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 

 

Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 1985 
• Past Director and Secretary of the Manatee County Bar 

Association 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship and elder law 

 

M. Brandon Robinson, Esq. 
• Admitted to the Florida Bar in 2015 
• United States Department of Veteran’s Affairs 

Accredited Attorney 
• Executive Board Member, Thomas E. Penick, Jr. Elder 

Law Inn of Court 
• Combat Veteran, United States Marine Corps 
• Practice areas include wills, trusts, estates, 

guardianship, elder law, and veteran’s benefits 
Serving Sarasota and Manatee County from our main office in Bradenton. Available by appointment at additional locations. 

BRADENTON 
3119 Manatee Ave. W. 
Bradenton, FL 34205 

*** 
Telephone (941) 741-

8224 
Facsimile (941) 708-

3225 

SARASOTA-RINGLING 
1776 Ringling Blvd. 
Sarasota, FL  34236 

*** 
Telephone (941) 556-

5999 
Facsimile (941) 366-

6763 

SARASOTA-FRUITVILLE 
Foundation Park 

2639 Fruitville Rd., #102 
Sarasota, FL 34237 

Telephone (941) 827-2222 
Facsimile (941) 952-3005 

ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
5914 Marina Dr. 

Holmes Beach, FL 34217 
*** 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 779-2042 

STATE ROAD 70 EAST 
9020 58th Dr. E. 

Suite 103 
Bradenton, FL  34202 
Telephone (941) 727-

8006 
Facsimile (941) 727-

8228 

PARRISH 
8405 U.S. Hwy. 301 N. 

Suite 103 
Parrish, FL  34219 

Telephone (941) 778-
7721 

Facsimile (941) 776-
4816 

“A REAL ESTATE, WILLS/TRUSTS, CIVIL LITIGATION AND BUSINESS LAW GROUP” 

“We take an 
Active Role...

We Never Give Up!”

Serving Sarasota and 
Manatee Counties

Schedule Mediations and Arbitrations Online at 

DonnaTisch.com

239.826.3644

Full-Time
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator

Qualified Arbitrator
AV Rated ~ Board Certified Civil 

Trial Lawyer

MCBA 2018-19 
SECTION CHAIRS:

 Solo/Small Firm Section:   Steele Williams, Chair
 Probate Section:    Rebecca Proctor, Chair
 Real Property Section:   Joe Battaglia, Chair
 Family Section:   Faith Brown, Chair 
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TOTALLY FREE
CHECKING

We also have two personal accounts that earn 
interest! Ask your personal banker about one of 
them today.

Totally Free Personal Checking1

•  No Minimum Balance
•  No Monthly Maintenance Fee
•  No Per-Check Charge
•  Unlimited Check Writing

Totally Free Business Checking1

•  No Minimum Balance
•  No Monthly Maintenance Fee
•  Cash Deposits up to a Maximum 
   of $1,000 a Day
•   1,000 FREE Monthly Transaction Items 

Greater than 1,000 Price Varies per Item2

•   FREE Online Cash Management -  
Basic Services

Some things in life should be free...like Personal and 
Business Checking! Take advantage of a Totally Free 
Checking account with no minimum balance and no 
monthly maintenance fee.

Every Fidelity Bank Checking
Account Includes:

1 $50 minimum opening deposit. Fees subject to change. Other fees such as NSF, overdraft fees, etc. may apply. Refer to our current Schedule of Fees. 2 Transaction items include checks 
paid, checks deposited, other debits, and other credits, and deposit tickets. See Schedule of Fees for details.  3 Our valued customers may use ANY ATM anywhere and Fidelity Bank does 
not charge a non-Fidelity Bank ATM usage fee. If you use another institution’s ATM, they may charge you a usage fee; we do not. Plus we’ll even reimburse you for 3 non-Fidelity Bank ATM 
usage fees monthly, up to $10, when you provide the receipts. 4 Fidelity Bank does not charge for this service, however standard message rates may apply from your mobile carrier. 5 Standard 
deposit account fees apply. Refer to our current Schedule of Fees. All fees are subject to change. Other terms and conditions apply. See Terms For Mobile Banking Service Agreement for 
details located online at https://www.lionbank.com/personal/online-services/mobile-banking. Third Party data usage and messaging fees may apply. Check with your 
wireless carrier for details. Mobile Banking app is available on iOS and Android devices only. Apple, iPod, iPad, and iOS are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in 
the U.S. and other countries. iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc., Android is a trademark of Google Inc. Fidelity Bank is committed to protecting the privacy of your 
financial information. Mobile Banking features the same level of security as our Online Banking. Please see our Privacy Policy located online at  
https://www.lionbank.com/documents/customer-protection-and-education/privacy-policy.

•  FREE Visa® Check Card
•  FREE Online Banking with Bill Pay
•  FREE Use of Any Non-Fidelity ATM3

•   FREE Return of Check Images for  
Easy Record Keeping

•  FREE eStatements
•  FREE Direct Deposit and Automatic Payments
•  FREE Check Card Text Alerts4

•  FREE Mobile Banking with Mobile Deposit5

We also have accounts for businesses with more 
complex banking needs! Ask your personal banker 
about one of them today.

Haben
995 N Haben Blvd
Palmetto, FL 34221
(941) 981-6024 

Heather Hills
415 53rd Ave
Bradenton, FL 34207
(941) 526-1221  

Manatee
4601 Manatee Ave W
Bradenton, FL 34209
(941) 527-4623

www.LionBank.com

Mt Vernon
9819 Cortez Rd W
Bradenton, FL 34210
(941) 526-1860 

State Road 70
3005 53rd Ave E
Bradenton, FL 34203
(941) 526-1730

Village Green
7051 Manatee Ave W
Bradenton, FL 34209
(941) 526-1750 

Cortez
2412 Cortez Rd W
Bradenton, FL 34207
(941) 526-1880
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PO.	  Box	  796,	  Bradenton,	  FL	  	  34206	  	  	  	  Ph:	  	  	  (941)	  741-‐9041	  	  	  	  	  Email:	  	  MCBA@ManateeBar.com	  	  	  	  
www.ManateeBar.com	  

	  

LAW	  FIRM	  PARTNERS	  
Sponsorship	  -‐	  $250	  

	  
	  Sponsor	  listing	  in	  MCBA	  advertising	  and	  MCBA	  marketing	  materials	  

Announced	  as	  sponsor	  at	  event	  
Registration	  for	  two	  (2)	  to	  the	  event	  

	  
Please	  choose	  the	  event(s)	  you	  would	  like	  to	  sponsor:	  
	   	   ____	  Holiday	  Party,	  Bradenton	  Country	  Club,	  December	  7,	  2018,	  RESERVED	  
	   	   ____	  Family	  Law	  Section	  CLE	  with	  Judges	  Moreland	  and	  Maulucci,	  December	  11,	  2018	  
	   	   ____	  Membership	  Luncheon,	  January	  30,	  2019	  	  RESERVED	  
	   	   ____	  YLD	  Java	  With	  the	  Judges,	  February	  27,	  2019	  	  RESERVED	  
	   	   ____	  Membership	  Luncheon,	  2nd	  DCA	  &	  Florida	  Bar	  President,	  February	  27,	  2019	  
	   	   ____Past	  Presidents	  Luncheon,	  TBD,	  several	  sponsors	  needed	  
	   	   ____	  Scavenger	  Hunt,	  March	  15th,	  several	  sponsors	  needed	  
	   	   ____	  Membership	  Luncheon,	  March	  27,	  2019	  
	   	   ____	  BEACH	  PARTY	  SOCIAL,	  May	  17th,	  several	  sponsors	  needed	  
	   	   ____	  Membership	  Luncheon,	  May	  29,	  2019	  LAW	  DAY,	  several	  sponsors	  needed	  
	   	   ____	  Membership	  Luncheon,	  June	  26,	  2019	  
	   	   	   	   	  
______________________________	  Indicate	  Non-‐Listed	  Event	  (ie,	  YLD,	  Social)	  as	  made	  available	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

*MCBA	  Events	  are	  not	  exclusive	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

*MCBA	  Sponsorships	  are	  non-‐exclusive	  unless	  otherwise	  indicated	  

__________________________________________________________________________________	  
Name/Company/Firm	  (Sponsor	  Name)	  

Address:	  	  __________________________________________________________________________	  
Phone:	  	  ___________________	  	  Email:	  	  ____________________________________________	  
Authorized	  by:	  	  ____________________________	  	  Total	  of	  All	  Sponsored	  Events:	  	  __________	  

Check	  Enclosed:	  	  ____________	  	  Please	  invoice	  my	  Company/Firm:	  	  ______________	  
	  

Make	  all	  checks	  payable	  to	  MCBA,	  P.O.	  Box	  796,	  Bradenton,	  FL	  	  34206	  
For	  more	  information,	  contact	  Executive	  Director,	  Graceann	  Frederico	  941-‐741-‐4091	  

Or	  at	  MCBA@ManateeBar.com	  
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Manatee County Bar Association
P.O. Box 796
Bradenton, Florida 34206

             ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED    
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President Alexandra D. St. Paul, Esq.	 Dye,	Harrison	Kirkland,	Petruff,	
	 	 	 Pratt	&	St.	Paul,	PLLC
President-Elect Charles W. Telfair, IV, Esq.	 Lutz,	Bobo	&	Telfair,	P.A.
Secretary Elizabeth Moneymaker, Esq.	 Ferrari,	Butler	&	Moneymaker	PLLC
Treasurer	 Stephen R. Dye, Esq.	 Dye,	Harrison,	Kirkland,	Petruff,	Pratt	&	
   St. Paul, PLLC

  Executive Director: Layout & Design: 
  Graceann Frederico Teledrex, Inc.

 E-mail:  MCBA@manateebar.com (941) 723-5003
              

Mailing address: P.O. Box 796,
Bradenton,	FL	34206

Phone: (941)	741-4091
Email: MCBA@manateebar.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Christine L. Allamanno, Esq.	 Keiser	University	Sarasota
Lori M. Dorman, Esq.	 Baker,	Paul	&	Dorman
Gregory S. Hagopian, Esq.	 Gallagher	&	Hagopian,	PL
James M. “Jay” Horne, Jr., Esq.	 Kallins,	Little	&	Delgado
Marisa J. Powers, Esq.	 Blalock	Walters,	PA
Rebecca J. Proctor, Esq. Proctor Elder Law
Aaron B. Crittenden, Esq.	 		 Harllee	&	Bald,	PA	

IMMEDIATE	PAST-PRESIDENT:		 
Paul F. Grondahl, Esq.     Paul F. Grondahl, PA 

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 

Inter Alia, please contact Graceann Frederico 
at	(941)	741-4091	or	at	

MCBA@ManateeBar.com 
Copy deadline is the 1st of the month. 

Payment is expected at time of   publication. 
Checks	may	be	made	payable	to	MCBA,	P.O.	

Box	796,	Bradenton,	FL	34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business	card	 $40.00
1/4	page	 	 $60.00
1/2	page	 	 $90.00
Full	page	 	 $150.00
Ad	Layout	 	 $25.00
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