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    I was born and raised in Bradenton.  By the 
time I reached high school, I could not wait 
to get away from here.  Back then, Bradenton 
was quite a different place – a lot of pastures 
and cows occupied this area (maybe that’s 
why some call it “Bradentucky”) and Desoto 
Square Mall was THE place to hang out with 
your friends.  Quite a few years later – things 
have obviously changed.  However, now that 
I am older (did I really just receive notice of a 

planning committee for my 20th high school reunion?), married and 
raising my daughter, Amelia, here, my perspective of Bradenton has 
changed as well.  I love this place! We truly are lucky to live and/or 
practice in Bradenton.  The legal community is small enough where 
we have the opportunity to get to know our fellow colleagues on a 
personal level, yet, the Bradenton area has been a source of great 
growth and untapped potential, allowing us all an opportunity to 
practice here. So, in the spirit of the New Year and having taken an 
opportunity to reflect on my personal and professional roots in this 
community, I highlight for you the top 10 (to date) things that make 
me smile when thinking about this place I call home:
 10. You can go on a “staycation” to the beach via a short drive 
out to the island.  My husband and I try to take a “staycation” out 
on the island every year. There is nothing better than waking up and 
going to sleep to the smells and sounds of the Gulf of Mexico.
 9. The DeSoto Parade.  You know it’s close to parade time when 
you see all those chairs lined up on the side of Manatee Avenue.  I 
remember dancing in the parade as a Honeybear at Bayshore High 
School.  Now, I am one of those crazy attendees screaming for beads 
(to give to Amelia, of course).

Bradenton: A New Year and New Perspective
 8. The skating rink – still going strong after all these years! Although, 
I do not think I could get out there and shuffle like I used to do!
 7. Riverwalk – what a great place to play, exercise, or take in a 
concert.
 6. Snooty! I saw Snooty as a little girl and now I get to take my 
little girl to see him – pretty cool, don’t you think?
 5. The Manatee County Fair (celebrating its 100th anniversary this 
year) – I remember getting dropped off at the gate with my friends 
and buying my wristband for unlimited rides.  Amelia rode her first 
ride with me by her side at this year’s Fair (thankfully she is still 
too young for the Gravitron or Himalaya).  The tradition continues!
 4. The Cortez Fishing Festival. Seriously, this is one of my fa-
vorite festivals of the year.  Great food, art, and music all geared at 
supporting our local community.
 3. The best local seafood. We have so many sources of fresh 
seafood – take advantage of this, people!
 2.  You get to visit the beach anytime you want! Even in the winter! 
I’ll take “sand” snow over real snow any day.
 1.  The amazing sunsets. Hands down---the best!
 So, what’s your top 10? Through the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life, I hope you can stop, “smell the roses” (and the Gulf), get out 
there and take advantage of this great city!
	 -Marisa	Powers	 is	 an	 associate	with	 the	 law	firm	of	Blalock							
Walters,	P.A.	Her	 practice	 involves	 the	 litigation	 of	 businesses	
disputes,	probate,	estate	and	trust	disputes,	employment,	and	con-
struction	law	related	controversies.		She	is	a	member	of	the	M.C.B.A.	
Board	of	Directors,	current	President	of	the	Manatee	Chapter	of	
Florida	Assn.	 for	Women	Lawyers	and	a	member	of	 the	Twelfth	
Judicial	Grievance	Committee	“B”.		She	resides	in	Bradenton	with	
her	husband	Justin	and	their	daughter	Amelia. 

Marisa Powers

 Judge Peter A. Dubensky would like to thank many of the people who made his 26 years on the 
Circuit bench memorable and meaningful:

 ~His judicial colleagues including:  Diana Moreland, Marc Gilner, Andy Owens, Deno Economou, 
Scott Brownell, Paul Logan, Tom Gallen, Bob Boylston, Stephen Dakan, Becky Titus, John Lakin 
and Charles Williams…

 ~His colleagues in Court Administration including:  Walt Smith, Kim Miller, Dave Miles, Jon Schunk, 
Dennis Menendez, Kevin Billingsley, Judith Plescia, Nancy Smith and Tiffany Hammill…

 ~His colleagues in the Clerk’s Office including:  Marlene Moran, Debbie Ruggiero, Rene Smith, 
Yantee Hines, Erin Craft, Carol Cook, Connie Lucas, Diana Will and Amy Reiff…
 ~His colleagues who worked as court counsel including: Julie Ross, Joanna Smith, Becky Hunt, Laura Hale, Rene Inman and David 
Caskey…
 ~His colleagues who work as judicial assistants including:  Cathy Reed, Vicki Shawvan, Donna McCammond, Cindy Chin, Jennifer 
Peters, Mary Beth Calhoun and Gail Elliott…
 ~The hundreds of lawyers who worked tirelessly and professionally for their clients…
 ~And most	importantly….the person who worked with him for 25 years, first as his criminal law clerk and then as his judicial assistant, 
and who has become one of his dearest friends…LISA FRITZ.
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Tampa Bay

2016 SINGLE GAME TICKETS

G 4 great infield seats, on aisle,
7 rows behind the visitor’s dugout

G VIP parking!

Contact Ed Sobel 
(941) 746-1203

ed@sobelattorneys.com

CALENDAR of EVENTS
February 24 – General Membership Luncheon Meeting
11:45 am – Pier 22
Speaker:  Angel  Colonesso – Clerk of Court 

February 27 – 12th Circuit High School Mock Trial Competition
8:30 am – Judge Lynn N. Silvertooth Judicial Center in Sarasota

March 26 – MCBA Night Pittsburg Pirates v. Tampa Bay Rays
6:05 pm – McKechnie Field

March 30 – General Membership Luncheon Meeting & CLE 
Seminar
11:45 am – Pier 22
Speaker:  Rep. Greg Steube, Florida House of Representatives 
District 73
CLE Seminar immediately following meeting
“What	NOT	to	do	when	you	get	THAT	phone	call…
	Criminal	Law	101	for	the	Non-Criminal	Defense	Attorney”
 Luncheon from 11:45 am – 1:00 pm
 CLE from 1:00 - 3:00 pm
 2.0 hours CLE (will be applied for)

April 9 – To Kill A Mockingbird
Manatee Bar Night at the Riverfront Theatre. Save the date!

See �ings Di�erently

®

®

Bradenton 
941.708.4040

Jacksonville 
904.353.6410 www.llw-law.com

It’s not always that there are good guys and bad. Sometimes good guys can disagree. When that happens, you 
can head to court or for governmental, environmental, land use and other complex litigation and administrative 

matters you can call the Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A. Mediation and Special Master Services Group.

Our mediators are all AV-Rated attorneys, Florida Circuit Civil certified mediators and experienced in 
administrative and special master proceedings.  Understanding of the complex rules, rights and people that 

control these disputes helps us help clients to reach a real resolution satisfying the various and conflicting issues 
of the dispute to expand the options and the possibility of settlement.

We think if we can get along, we should. We See Things Differently.

For more information, please contact Dennis M. Stotts at dstotts@llw-law.com or 941-708-4040

Tallahassee 
850.222.5702

West Palm Beach 
561.640.0820

Can’t We All Get Along, Here? (Not always.)
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	 Sharon	O’Day,	Peggy	Schurfranz	and	Steele	Williams	were	among	
those	who	attended	a	recent	networking	gathering	for	MCBA	Solo	
&	Small	Firm	Section	members	at	the	Central	Cafe.
	 Section	Chair	 Steele	Williams	 is	 scheduling	 another	 Section	
meeting	this	spring,	which	will	held	during	the	lunch	hour.	Look	
for	an	announcement.	

Solo Small Firm 
Section Gathering

Judge Parker Sends His Thanks
It is with pleasure that I pass this note along to each of you….

																																					~Sue	Revell
 
Dear Sue,
Please extend a great thank you on my behalf to all the members of 
the Manatee Bar Association for the gifts given in my name to the 
Arcadia Rodeo Building Fund.
                                                           	Jim	Parker
 

 

Reception Planned for Retiring 
Judge Altenbernd on February 25
 After more than 27 years of service to the Florida judiciary, Judge 
Chris Altenbernd is retiring in March 2016. Judge Altenbernd’s 
accomplishments as judge of the Second District Court of Appeal 
over the past 27 years have been immeasurable. From his service 
and leadership as Chief Judge for many years to his commitment to 
excellence in resolving the pressing issues before the Court, Judge 
Altenbernd brought respect and admiration to the Second District. 
He has been widely acknowledged and respected as a judicial leader 
by both his peers and the Bar. Given his impact on the local legal 
community, the Hillsborough County Bar Association and Hills-
borough County Bar Foundation are planning a special celebration 
to honor Judge Altenbernd’s achievements and to wish him well in 
his retirement. This free event will be on February 25, 2016 from 
5:30-7:30 pm , at the Chester Ferguson Law Center in  downtown 
Tampa.  Register to attend the event:  www.eventbrite.com/e/recep-
tion-for-retiring-judge-chris-altenbernd-tickets-19997592337
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Pirate City   Attn: Rachelle Madrigal 1701 27th St. E  Bradenton, FL 34208  941.747.3031 x4003  FAX: 941.747.8151  

TOTAL COST 
 

PAYMENT ~ Manatee County Bar: Deadline March 11th  
     Credit Card (Visa/MC/Discover/Amex ~ Fax, Email or Mail) 
     Cash/Check Enclosed: (Mail to or Drop at Pirate City) 
     Cash 
 

Card Number:       

Exp:_____/_____  CCV________ 

Name on Card       

  
 

  
     
  
     
    

After your order has been processed in our ticket system, an 
order confirmation will be sent to the e-mail listed. Tickets 

will be placed in Will Call at the McKechnie Field Box Office. 

Rachelle.Madrigal@Pirates.com 

 

Group special is for pre-purchase only.  Deadline to order is March 11th. 
COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW TO ORDER YOUR TICKETS   

No Phone Orders. Complete this form or e-mail ALL 
requested information to this address to place an order. 

Make Checks Payable to: Pittsburgh Pirates  

TICKETS ARE JUST $17 PER PERSON.  
Seats are Left Field Bleachers along the Outfield Boardwalk. 

DEADLINE TO ORDER: March 11 

VS.  

Saturday, March 26th 

# of Tickets 
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MCBA Night at McKechnie Field
Pittsburgh Pirates v. Tampa Bay Rays

Saturday – March 26, 2016 • 6:05 pm
Tickets: $17 per person (pre-purchase only)

See ticket order form on page 10 in this issue
 Yes, it is that time once again when our thoughts turn from this 
chilly winter weather to the “Boys of Summer”, or, in our case, 
“Spring.” A block of tickets has been reserved just for the MCBA, 
so grab your family and friends and take them out to the ball game.
 It is Saturday night, March 26 and the Pirates will take on the 
Tampa Bay Rays. We ordered seats in the outfield again for those 
of you who like to be near the tiki bar. We have attached a form for 
your ordering convenience. Get your orders in early as they are on 
a first come, first serve basis, but the Pirates will release more seats 
to us if we fill the order fast. The deadline is March 11, but don’t 
wait that long. See you at the game!
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 Members of the Bench and Bar and friends from the Vita Vining 
Hermann Denton Group at Morgan Stanley celebrated the 2015 
holiday season in style at the annual MCBA Holiday Party.  Held 
on a warm winter evening at ArtCenter Manatee, guests mingled 
about the galleries and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres catered by enRich 
Bistro.  A good time was had by all.

Jason	Reid,	Scott	McKay,	Dr.	Bruce	D
orman,	Crystal	

Golm,	Laurie	Blanton,	Lori	Dorman	a
nd	Terri	Cromley

	Coleman	&	Tracy	Pratt,	Patrick	Kane	and	Dave	Miner

Judge	Gilbert	Smith,	Jr.,	Steele	Williams,	Jim	Knowles,	
Joy	Leggett-Murphy	and	Ryan	Denton	with	Morgan	Stanley

Angel	Colonesso,	C
lerk	of	Court	

	and	Anita	Smith

Nikhil	Joshi,	Lisa	Moore,	Lori	Hultman,	Marisa	Powers,	Fred	Moore,	
Jennifer	Hermes-Fowler,	Anne	Chapman,	Matt	&	Karen	Martell

 MCBA Holiday Party
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James	Lynch,	Sierra	Pino,	Mark	Rubio	and	

Rich	Morris	with	Morgan	Stanley
Chuck	Johnson,	Mickey	Palmer,	Eloise	&	Bill	Lisch

	Anne	Chapman,	Jennifer	Hermes-Fowler,	Nikhil	Joshi	
and	Lori	Hultman

Members	of	 the	MCBA	Board	of	Directors	expressed	appreciation	 to	 the	Vita Vining Hermann Denton Group at 
Morgan Stanley	for	their	sponsorship	of	the	event:		L	to	R	-	Ryan	Denton	with	Morgan	Stanley,	Anne	Douglass,	Andrea	
Johnson,	Jennifer	Hermes-Fowler,	Rich	Morris	with	Morgan	Stanley,	Marisa	Powers,	Lori	Dorman	and	Sierra	Pino.

Jim	Dye,	Mark	Nelson	and	Mark	Barnebey

Morgan Stanley
Vita Vining Hermann Denton Group

Proud Sponsor 2015 MCBA Holiday Party
 John R Vita, CRPC®   Christopher M. Vining, CRPC® Jared W Hermann, CRPC®, CRPS®
                        J. Ryan Denton, CFP®, ChFC®                                   Richard J. Morris

Ph. 714-7915
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In the spirit of the New Year,
Dine Law is pleased to announce the transformation 

of Dine Law into
DINE LAW, PLLC

DINE, PINO & MONEYMAKER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1101 6th Avenue West, Suite 218  |  Bradenton, FL 34205
941.746.3900  |  941.240.2132 Fax 

www.dinelaw.com

Practicing Elder Law, Guardianship, Probate Litigation, 
Employment Law, and General Civil Litigation

Erika Dine, Esq.                     Sierra Pino, Esq.                  
    Elizabeth Moneymaker, Esq.

We Can Help If...
Your client has suffered 
injury or death due to a 
construction-related accident.
REFERRALS & ASSOCIATIONS ARE WELCOME

941-951-1800  |  www.lbtlaw.com

SARASOTA | PUNTA GORDA | BRADENTON | TALLAHASSEE

“Over 250 years of combined legal experience”
se habla Español  •  falamos Português

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS

Jennifer Cowan, with the Bradenton office of Lewis, Longman &
Walker, P.A., has been appointed City Attorney of the City of Trea-
sure Island, an island community located in Pinellas County, Florida.
Ms. Cowan is Board Certified by The Florida Bar in City, County
and Local Government Law and holds a Martindale Hubbell AV®
Preeminent™ Peer Review Rating. Her practice focuses on local
government, public pension, land use, and litigation. Ms. Cowan
serves as general counsel to several special districts and represents
many local governments as special counsel.

Scott Edwards, CPA, P.A.
Certified Public Accountant

Scott Edwards, C.P.A.

1201 6th Ave. W., Suite 308 (941) 750-6411
Bradenton, FL 34205 Fax: (941) 750-0210
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Address updates:
 Elizabeth Moneymaker, Esq.
 Dine, Pino & Moneymaker
 1101 - 6th Avenue W.
 Suite 218
 Bradenton, FL 34205
 941.746.3900
 Liz@dinelaw.com

Sean Flynn, Esq.
Esposito Law Group
537 – 10 Street W.
Bradenton, FL  34205
Ph. 251-0000
sean@espositolegal.com

Clayton J. Boyette
Kallins, Little & Delgado
433 – 8 Ave. W.
Palmetto, FL  34221
Ph. 746-8118
cboyette@kallinsandlittle.com

 The Law Offices of Kevin T. Wells, P.A. is pleased to announce 
that Paul E. Olah, Jr., Esq. has been named a partner in the firm.  
The new firm name will be Law Offices of Wells | Olah, P.A.
 Mr. Olah, who joined the firm in 2011, is Board Certified in 
Construction Law by The Florida Bar and has received an AV Pre-
eminent ® rating in construction law, litigation and real estate by 
Martindale-Hubbell. 
 The Law Offices of Wells | Olah, P.A. concentrates its practice on 
the representation of condominium, homeowner, cooperative and 
community associations and is proud to currently represent 500+ 
associations throughout Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte and Pinellas 
counties.
  1800 Second Street, Suite 808
  Sarasota, FL 34236
  (941) 366-9191 Telephone
  www.sarasotacondolaw.com
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• Probate matters 
•  Will and trust contests
• Real estate 
•  Homeowners and 

condominium associations
• Foreclosures
•    Commercial and residential 

leases and tenancies 
contract

•    Business and commercial 
litigation

25 YEARS  
EXPERIENCE

•  Certified Circuit Civil 
Mediator

•  Certified County Civil 
Mediator

•  Certified Appellate 
Mediator

• Florida Arbitrator

• Federal Mediator

•  Harvard College, B.A., 
1975

•  Capital University 
Law School, J.D., cum 
laude, 1986

•  Harvard Law School 
Mediation Program

D. ROBERT HOYLE, P.A.
941-745-1124

bhoyle@hoylefirm.com

1001 THIRD AVE. W., STE. 260, BRADENTON, FL 34205
bhoyle@hoylefirm.com · www.hoylefirm.com

Calendar availability and full bio at floridamediators.org/roberthoyle

Mediation  
Services
BOB HOYLE

Saint Stephen’s is an independent, college-preparatory school providing a 
world-class education for students in grades Pre-K3 to12. Schedule a tour today.
315 41st St. W., Bradenton, FL 34209  |  (941) 746-2121  |  www.saintstephens.org

Picking the right school at the start 
        can lead to some colorful choices.
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Experience you can count on. Personal attention you deserve. A name you can trust... in your community.
1834 Main Street • Sarasota, Florida 34236 • 941.365.7600 • dandannheisser.com

When you need to refer personal injury or malpractice cases that 
your firm does not handle, I can assure you that I approach each 
referral with the highest level of personal attention and that your 
attorney-client relationship will always be protected. 

Most importantly, I always keep their best interests and personal 
goals in mind.

and the Very Best Legal Representation for Your Clients

*Florida Bar allows increased referral fees with Court approval.

We Appreciate Your Referrals... Now Offering 30% Referral Fees*
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Call 941-906-9386 or email
legal@businessobserverfl.com today!

  Bar Member
 SPECIAL 
 Limited -Time Offer:
 Complimentary 13- week trial 
 subscription available. 
 Bar members only.

 Call 877.231.8834 or email 
subscriptions@businessobserverfl.com
today and mention special code QO13LBA.

Get the legal 
advertising service 
you deserve

•  Coverage in 9 Counties: 
  Sarasota, Manatee, Lee, 
    Collier, Hillsborough, Pasco, 
    Pinellas,Charlotte and Orange
• Low, Competitive Flat Rates
• Superior Customer Service
• Online Verification
• Electronic Invoicing and 
  E-filing Capabilities
• Qualified Legal Status

Publish your legal notice
with the Business Observer

LITIGATION DEPARTMENT

Practicing Civil Litigation along with the following concentrations:

Andre R. Perron, Esq. – Stock Broker Negligence

J. Kenneth “Ken” McIntyre, Esq. – Bankruptcy

Katherine “Katie” E. Mott, Esq. – Appellate Practice and Post-Conviction

Kristina Hager Snyderman, Esq. - Real Estate & Construction

BARNES WALKER, GOETHE, 
HOONHOUT, PERRON & SHEA, PLLC

3119 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205
5914 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, FL  34217
2639 Fruitville Road, #102, Sarasota, FL 34237

Telephone: (941) 741-8224
www.barneswalker.com

aperron@barneswalker.com
kmcintyre@barneswalker.com

kmott@barneswalker.com
ksnyderman@barneswalker.com

• Referral Fee paid on Qualifying Cases •
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INTRODUCTION TO COLLABORATIVE DIVORCE 
PRESENTED BY NEXT GENERATION DIVORCE 

DATE: Friday April 29 & Saturday April 30, 2016 
TIME: 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. , both days 
PLACE: 5001 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., Suite 105 Lakewood Ranch, FL 34240  

Do you want to offer an alternative to litigation to your family law clients?  Have you heard about this new 
way of assisting clients through divorce without the need for court involvement?  Are you a Financial 

Professional, Mental Health Professional or Mediator wanting to offer alternatives to traditional litigation 
support in divorce?   

 
Come to this two day training to learn about Collaborative Practice.  Registration is open to Attorneys, 

Financial Professionals, Mental Health Professionals & Mediators.  This is your chance to have 2 days of 
local continuing education in a new and creative field for an incredibly low price.   

 
Space is limited to the first 20 registrants.   

Registration is initially limited to professionals working in Manatee & Sarasota Counties.   
More Information: http://nextgenerationdivorce.com/save-the-date-april-2016-manatee-introductory-collaborative-training/  

 
Name:  _________________________________    Firm:  _________________________________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________ E-mail: _________________________________ 
 
Profession:____________________________ Phone:  _(____)__________________________ 
 Early Registration (must be received by February 15, 2016): $295 
 Registration (after February 15, 2016):  $345 
Return to: Brian Pope, 5001 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. Suite 105, North Sarasota, FL 34240 
Inquiries: brian@divorcefinancehelp.com / (941) 275-2873 

Make checks payable to Next Generation Divorce 
CLE  (18 hours) / CME (18 hours) / CEU (15 hours) applied for,  

“The Center for Human Potential of American, Inc. is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor 
continuing education for psychologists. The Center for Human Potential of America, Inc. maintains responsibility for this 
program and its content”.  

www.NextGenerationDivorce.com 
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President  Robert	M.	Eschenfelder,	Esq.	 Office of the County Attorney 
President-Elect  Andrea	M.	Johnson,	Esq.	 Law Office of Andrea M. Johnson, P.A.       
Secretary          		Paul	F.	Grondahl,	Esq.	 Paul F. Grondahl, P.A.
Treasurer           Alexandra	D.	St.	Paul,	Esq. Dye, Deitrich, Petruff & St. Paul, PL

 Executive Director: Layout & Design: 
 Sue Revell Teledrex, Inc.

 (941) 741-4091 (941) 723-5003

Mailing address: P.O. Box 796,
Bradenton, FL 34206

Phone: (941) 741-4091
Email: manatee.bar@manateeclerk.com

Website: www.MANATEEBAR.com

Manatee County Bar assoCiation
ProfessionalisM • fellowshiP • serviCe

offiCers

Lori	M.	Dorman,	Esq. Baker, Paul & Dorman 
Anne	Sheffler	Douglass,	Esq. Law Office of Anne Sheffler Douglass 
Jennifer	Fowler-Hermes,	Esq. Kunkel Miller & Hament 
Charles	W.	Telfair,	IV,	Esq.	 Lutz, Bobo & Telfair, P.A.
Rebecca	J.	Proctor,	Esq.	 Proctor Elder Law, P.A.
Marisa	J.	Powers,	Esq.	 Blalock Walters, P.A.
Sierra	D.	Pino,	Esq.	(YLD)	 Dine Law, P.L.

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Jeffrey	S.	Goethe,	Esq.	 	 Barnes Walker, Goethe, Hoonhout, Perron, 
     & Shea, LLC

Advertising
in the

Inter Alia
If you are interested in advertising in the 
Inter	Alia, (circulation 385), please contact 

Sue Revell at (941) 741-4091 or at 
manatee.bar@manateeclerk.com. 

Copy deadline is approximately the 10th of 
the month. Payment is expected at time of   

publication. Checks may be made payable to 
MCBA, P.O. Box 796, Bradenton, FL 34206.

Ad rates are as follows:
Business card $40.00
1/4 page  $60.00
1/2 page  $90.00
Full page  $150.00
Ad Layout  $25.00

Discounts on multiple issues:
Six issues = 5%
Eleven issues = 10%

DireCtors


